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Victory for Brian Henton in Lombard F3 final 


RALPH BROAD _. ~ — 
AND 
BROADSPEED 


OFFER 


Their sincere thanks to the following Companies and Persons with- 
out whom it would not have been possible to win not only the 
highly competitive 1600 to 2500cc Division of the R.A.C. 1974 
CASTROL ANNIVERSARY TOURING CAR CHAMPIONSHIP, but 
also the Prestigious Manufacturers Championship for BRITISH 
LEYLAND:- 


BRITISH LEYLAND For supplying TRIUMPHANT Dolomite Sprints 
and the only Competitive car in the series to achieve a 100% Race 
Finishing Record. 


DUNLOP For supplying Superb Racing Tyres and Superb Trackside 
Assistance. 


CASTROL For an exciting Championship series and Unbeatable 
Lubricants. 


CHAMPION SPARK PLUGS For their Excellent Services and Tech- 
nical Assistance. 


AND ALL OUR OTHER SUPPLIERS. 


ALL MARSHALLS and OFFICIALS Of the Race Organising Clubs 
who have carried out their duties in a most exemplary fashion. 
AND FINALLY AND BY NO MEANS LEAST:- 


BARRY “WHIZZO” WILLIAMS For his efforts in making the 1600 
to 2500 cc class so Competitive and Exciting. 
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Can they win again ? 

Nineteen seventy-four has seen the current trend in compe- 
titive rally machinery perpetuated both in the forests and 
on the tarmac. On the loose, with reliable BDA power, 
robust simple suspension and meticulous development, the 
Ford Escort remains supreme. Ever since the day when 
Barry Lee took the car to its first competition success there 
has always been an Escort to be reckoned with somewhere 
in the entry sheets. Now, just two weeks before its fifth 
RAC, this phenomenally successful piece of equipment faces 
its sternest ever test. As the years have rolled by the 
pretenders to the crown have grown in number and stature, 
with the result that this year, Britain's premier rallying 
event promises to be among the best in its long and exciting 
history. Could the RAC mark the return to prominence of 
front-wheel drive . for so long out of the hunt for overall 
honours? Lancia, after halcyon days with the Fulvia are 
back with the tough little Beta coupé. They have mai ed 
to achieve something that Alec Issigonis never believed 
was possible: transfer 200+ bhp through the front-driven 
wheels; furthermore they have made it work and they have 
in Simo Lampinen a driver of immense talent and determi- 
nation . . . then there is Saab, still competitive if the 
elements turn sour; Fiat and the volatile Italians, and many 
more serious challengers, including Porsche Carreras and 
Lancia Stratos. Can the venerable Escort survive such an 
onslaught? Only time, three Finns and an Englishman can 
answer that. 


Test day indicator 


The Guild of Motoring Writers must be congratulated for 
the organisation of their rally car test day which took place 
at Silverstone recently. As reported in this issue, the day 
basically fulfilled its purpose. In just taking place, the Guild 
test day served as a pointer to the ever-increasing import- 
ance of rallying in Britain and Europe. The interest is 
sustained and momentum is built largely by the enthusiasm 
of keen individuals—regrettably not from the majority of 
British manufacturers. Ford's involvement needs no repeat- 
ing here but since the fall from favour of the myriad of 
British makes and models, which were so successful during 
the 1950s and early ‘60s, our home motor industry seems 
to have taken a serious bout of sulking. 

Only recently have our home manufacturers started 
offering some little scraps of effort. It looks like a long and 
hard psychological drama will have to be acted out before 
they shrug off the sulks and come out to play again. Even 
on the home front our credibility is now in serious jeopardy, 
with Opel making bold progress through the rally results 
under the guidance of Tony Fall—a British rally driver who 
long map| fd t0' took: to Forse nenemitachurers 40 sells 

lents. 

Only the suitability of the Ford Escort stops many more 
of our top drivers from driving Opels or Datsuns. British 
Leyland, Vauxhall and Chrysler all have the cars. We must 
persuade them to be less tight-fisted with their budgets. 
Rallying has never offered a better return on investment. 


our cover picture 


Brian Henton leads Conny Andersson and Danny Sullivan in the final 
Forward Trust F3 last Sunday. rote John Galafore 


Pit and Paddock 


Trouble at Hethel 


Neither Peter Warr nor Colin 
‘Chapman have been available for 
comment on the future of the 
Lotus Grand Prix team which has 
come under scrutiny recently 
with the growing specularion that 
their sponsors, John Player and 
‘Son, have greatly reduced their 
promotional budget for the racing 
team next year, 

Besides ten racing mechanics 
being Iaid off, we have heard 
that a number’ of employees on 
the road car production plant 
have also been forced to quit. 

Boch Chapman and Warr are 
known to have visited Player's 
representatives in Nottingham 
quite recently and after discus 
sion with various personnel, 
both Chapman and Warr de- 
parted immediately for a holiday 
in Ibiza without informing the 
racing division of any definite 
future plans. 

The "astronomical costs of 
Grand Prix racing have seen 
Lotus rely very heavily on the 
assistance of John Player and if 
any cut in finance is forthcom- 
ing, and that seems to be the 
‘case, then their racing programme 
becomes in jeopardy. Both Ron- 
nie Peterson and Jackie Ickx are 
contracted to drive for the team 
next year and Ickx, despite 
rumours that he may’ go else- 
where, has said: “Iam. staying 
with Lotus. T have a two year 
deal, The reason I am staying (in 
racing) is only because I enjoy 
it. The day I don't enjoy & any 
more I will just quit.” 

Both Peterson and Ickx aren't 


terrible sure exactly what the 
future at Larus now holds for 
them and certainly Peterson, 


whom we know Chapman would 
sell hig soul for in ceder to re- 
tain his services, has been 
receiving very tempting offers 
from Roger Penske. Some 
sources have said that Penske 
will double Ronnie's current re- 
tainer and that would cost the 
American team something like 
£250,000! Ickx on the other hand 
is also committed by contractural 
agreement, but if the financial 
cut-back forces Lotus to only run 


Ronnie Peterson (left) and Roger Penske confer earlier 


Colin Chapman—away on holiday. 


one car, then presumably Ickx 
will have to be released and 
lowed to do as he wants 
‘Another growing fear” that 
both drivers have to face is the 
prospect of having to soldier on 
with the venerable Lotus 72 for 
yet another season, certainly to 
start with at least. We hear that 
Chapman Is undecided as to what 
kind of new car he wants, espe- 


cially mow that both the Lotus 
76s (nee JPS/9 and 10) have 
been ‘reverted back to their 


original trim and are to be used 
as show cars 

Ralph Bellamy, although he is 
still employed at Hethel, has 
been superceded as the team's 
main designer by Martin Ogilvie 
@ young man who came to Lotus 
from Girling where he designed 
brake calipers. Ogilvie has been 
given the chance of producing a 
new design but thar isnt ex. 
pected to see the light of day 
nti June at least next year. 

Meanwhile, the skeleton racing 
division are going ahead ac pre- 
paring two Lotus 72s for Argen- 

ina and at the moment, one car 
Is being made ready for Peter. 
son to demonstrate out in Japan. 


Whatever the outcome is 
expected that Player's new mar. 
keting directce Lewis Rose will 


not allow the company 10 make a 
final public decision until the end 
of the year, 


thie year. 


edited by Chris Witty 


Evans tests F1 Lola 


At last somebody has _given 
Rothmans F5000 Champion Bob 
Evans an Fl test drive. Last 
Thursday afternoon he was at 
Goodwood driving one of the 
Embassy Lolas. 

The drive came about when 
team manager Ray Brimble 
capitulated to an Evans phone 
call on Wednesday night. There 
was no time for Evans to be 
fitted properly into the car and 
he had great difficulty with the 


Francois Migault—ragged. 


pedals, so there was little chance 
Sf any quick times, Bob did say 
however that he " greatly enjoyed 
the experience and found the car 
very nice to drive, much lighter 
‘and controllable than the F5000 
car. The engine lacks the punch 
‘of the F5000 bur is so much 
smoother.” 

‘Also. testing 


the car on the 
same day was Francois Migault, 
for whom the car was tailored 
Naturally he was quicker than 


Evans but Brimble called a halt 
to the session as he felt that 
Migault was trying a little too 
hard and getting near the ragged 
edge. 


With Rolf Stommelen already 
signed up for next year, the 
testing of other drivers seems to 


indicate that Graham Hill will 
not be driving next year, at least 
not the whole season, Embassy 


fare known to favour an up-and: 


Bob Evans—good choice. 


coming English driver in the 
team and Evans would be an ob- 
vious candidate, His only pre. 
Viows experience of DFV power 
was in the Argyle March sports 

the British Airways. 1000, 
ly Evans is keen to get 
into F1 but he says "I haven’ 
got any money to bring with me, 
This Is the only feasible reason 
‘we can think of for him not being 
offered test drives by any other 
teams struggling to find drivers. 


Emerson Fittipaldi emerged as overatl winner of the second and third 


rounds of Roger Penske 


‘International Race of Champions at Riv 


rside 


last weekend. Emerson came up from the eighth on the grid to win the 
first of the 30-lap races with much demon outbraking. He won by 4s 
from George Folimer, A. J. Foyt and David Pearson. Jody Scheckter led 
Initially from pole but spun a couple of times as did Ronnie Peterson. 


By starting 


n reverse finishing order and cars for the second race, 


Emerson worked his way up to third place. Bobby Allison, who had a big 
shunt in the first race, won the event from pole in the car which has 


won all three of the races. Bobby 


Unser finished second, Foyt fourth 


and Follmer fifth. Scheckter blew up while fourth 
Going Into the final at Daytona next year, Fittipaldi leads with 41 


points from Unser, 


‘38, and Follmer 36. Full report next week, 
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Concern for BRM 


In addition to the lack of a spon: 


It appears that there is a great 
deal of concern at Bourne regard. 
Ing the future of BRM. When we 
tried to speak to Louis Stanley 
at home on Tuesday we were told 
that he could not be contacted 
luntil Wednesday morning 


Of those that are left at the 
factory nobody was prepared to 
say anything except that Tim 
Parnell had resigned from the 
company, 

{t appears that Stanley has 
been unable to find a sponsor t 
run any cars next year, something 
he dearly wants to do’as it is the 
25th anniversary of the company. 


sor. it seems that the parent 
company Rubery Owen & Co are 
ightening their belts and are not 
prepared to back the team any 
further. 

‘One person in the factory did 
tell us that he expected BRM to 
continue next year probably with 
fone car run by Stanley and gear 
box man Alec Stokes 

Tim Parnell, former team 
manager who resigned on October 
2, aaid. that he left because 
he didn’t agree with the way the 
team was being run.” He refused 
to be drawn any further on the 
future of the company. 


Ensign F1CA 


Mo Nunn told us earlier this week 
that Dutchman Roelof Wunderink 
would be. probably driving for 
him and Ensign in Formula 1 
next year with backing from HB 
Alarm Systems in Holland. 
We're going down to Ricard fe 
Goodyear tyre tests next week 
with the current car and let him 
test it there.” Then it's on to 
Argentina, Brazil and South 
Africa, again with the car that 
Mike Wilds drove in the American 
Grand Prix. Nunn’ also told us 


Mo Nunn—entry problems 


problems 


that Dave Baldwin was progres. 
sing with work on their new FI 
car and this should "probably 


be ready in time for the European 
FI season. We'll probably debut 
it at the Silverstone International 
Trophy." 

However, Mo's bone of conten: 
tion at the moment is his contin. 
luing struggle to get into. the 
Formula 1 Constructors Assoc 
lation, " I've done the four things 
required” Nuna told us, “I've 
constructed a car, given them a 
list of our intended races, paid my 
first year's membership fee and 
attended 80% of the meetings 
However, Peter Metntosh of the 
FICA told us that, at the moment 
plans were being formulated 
About any possible reconstruction 
Of the eligibility rulings for FICA 
members and that nothing had 
been decided as yet. In answer 
to Nunn's remarks about attend: 
ing 80% of the races (missing 
just "South Africa. and Spain”) 
Melntosh stressed that the ruling 
for FICA membership, actually 
requires a constructor to have 
qualified (not just attended) in 
80%, of the races, Therefore Nunn 
and Ensign look like being. in- 
eligible again next year, but Nunn 
‘emphasised that he would carry 
‘on regardless 


Hill to quit? 


We have heard that on Friday, 
‘Swiss television are showing a 
30 minute film “dedicated to 
the retirement of Graham Hill.” 
No such word of this has come 
from England at all, although it is 
widely speculated ‘that Graham, 
‘our greatest ambassador to motor 
sport, will finally decide to hang 
up that famous helmet once and 


for all. 
Quite what the film is, we're 
not sure, although our’ Swiss 


sources have informed us that a 
similar film was shown prior to 
Jackie Stewart's retirement last 
‘year. Graham Hill was unavailable 
for comment as we went to press, 
having been racing one of the 
Penske Camaros in America over 
the weekend. 
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Decision on 
CanAm soon 


A final decision on the future of 
the CanAm series is expected 
within the next 10 days accord- 
ing to the SCCA’s Cameron 
Argetsinger. Apparently it looks 
Qs though the series will go 
ahead and still retain the best 
dates om the US calendar. 

‘The F5000 eritrants have 
banded themselves together in 
an organisation to put their views 
forward to ensure that their 
championship gets the right sort 
of recognition. “It's not at all 
militant,” says American corres 
Pondent Gordon Kirby, “they 
Just want to put forward’a united 
from on the formula.” 


New Silverstone pits 


Silverstone announced this week 
their long awaited plans for a new 
pit complex which will be com- 


pleted nopefully, by February 
ext year. 

‘The bulldozers moved in last 
Wednesday and Robert Fearnall 
told us that the existing buildings 
were completely flattened by 
Thursday. The new pit area will 
cost about £120,000. The new 


complex will comprise forty-four 
20x 20 fe pits and will stretch 
from the exit of Woodcote corner 
to the entrance of Copse, double 
the length of the old buildings. 


The pits will have lock-up 
garages behind them, although 
the Fl. constructors have agreed 
that during Fl meetings they 
will place the cars so that the 
public will be able to look at 
them being worked on. The pit 
lane will revert to ground level 
and will be widened to 50. ft 
This will accommodate a 6 ft 
safety wall/signalling area, fast 
and slowing down lanes" each 
12 ft 6 in wide, a working lane 

18 ft width and a. team, 
officials walkway in front of the 


None of this will encroach on the 
circuit’ which is itself being 
widened to take in half the width 
of the ola pit road, 

A’ new pit exit road will see 
the ears return to the track after 
Copse corner. With half the new 
pit’ area expanding into new 
territory between the John 
Player/ Motor bridge (which’ will 
be straightened out on the pad- 
dock side), the paddock area will 


be greatly, extended into this 
vicinity. behind the new pits. 
In accordance with the new 


ing farther from Wood: 
Cote corner, the start and finish 
line will be moved 100 yards 
‘awards Copse and a new time 
keepers box will be placed 
adjacent to It 

The final design of the new 
pits was the result of consulta- 
tions with representatives from 
the FL Constructors Association, 
the GPDA and to conform with 


pits mi 


the latest CSI and RAC 
regulations 

So that work can be unin: 
terrupted, there will be no pri: 
vate testing at the circuit from 


the end of this week until early 


F5000 Finn 


Mike better 


the German Grand Prix, we have 
received many letters from 
readers asking how Mike Hail- 


wood Is progressing, Well, follow- 
Ing a telephone conversation with 


him last’ Monday night, we're 
pleased to report that Mike is 
making good progress. “I've been 
driving my own car for over a 
month now, and it's not an 
automatic,” ' said the former 


Yardley McLaren ace. 
When would he be Gt enough 


Mike Hailwood—recovering. 


to race again? “I could be ready 
for the Argentine Grand Prix 
but at the moment I haven't been 
thinking about racing at all. T 
just want to get fit, Anyway, I'm 
sure MeLarens aren't going to 
wait for me.” Was he contemplat- 
ing retiring or returning to F1? 

Td love to get back into Fl 
but Jet's get ft first. Graham Hill 
‘was racing again in five months 
and I've only got a broken ankle. 
Anyway my thanks to everyone 
‘who's inquired about my health.” 


While Bob Evans was busy te 
ing Formula 1 cars. elsewhere, 
the Alan McKechnie team, for 
whom Bob helped win this year's 
European P5000 Championship, 
were giving a test to. Finnish 
Super Vee star Keijo Rosberg at 
Silverstone last Friday in. the 
series winning F5000 Lola 7332. 

‘Team manager John Thornburn 
said that "as Bob won't be with 
Us next year, we're looking for 
new drivers,” Tne choles of Ros- 
berg may come as a surprise to 
many, but his ability and will to 
win has become very evident to 
FSV followers. 


Not having driven anything 
more powerful than a 145 bip 
Super Vee, Rosberg quickly got 


into the groove with the big 500 
bhp Chevrolet and according to 
reports, came to within half a 
second of Evans’ best time, albeit 
around the short club circuit 
However, the McKechnie team 
were suitably impressed. ‘Thorn- 
burn added that in all probability, 
the team would like to run two 
cars next year, “one of them 
for a current Grand Prix driver 
who'd prefer to do F5000_next 
year.” Other than that, Thorn: 
burn would not commit’ himself. 
He did mention that they had 
hoped to persuade Brian Redman 
imto the lead seat but the new 
American F5000 champion wasn't 
prepared to commute across both 
Sides of the Atlantic next year. 

‘As to whether Rosberg ends 
up in the second car, we will have 
to. see but March Engineering 
Fave shown interest in the Finn 
and may well give him an FS test 
in the next few weeks. 


BUSINESS FOR SALE 


Heenan Froude G.B.3 Dynomometer Test Cell 
Heenan/Cryton 300 bhp Rolling Road Bay 


Ideal for purchaser to run as lucrative business with profit potential of £10,000 pa employing one operator 
Alternatively would suit team requiring development facility for motors up to 350 bhp. 

The Test Cell is fully equipped, no expense spared. Adjustable engine bed with hoist over. Elaborate cooling 
and exhaust extraction. Underground fuel and water tanks. All necessary instrumentation for highly accurate 
testing complete with automatic load and controls in separate sound proofed compartment. The Rolling Road 
Bay is fully equipped with exhaust extraction and Sun diagnostic equipment. Building and equipment new 
9 months ago and operational since January, 1974. Situation South Midlands. 94 year lease. £20,000. Box No 3008. 


Essential equipment for 
BRSCC the happy Sex Maniac... 


MIDNIGHT FILM SHOWS eas 


\ For the wall 
‘The Sex Maniacs Fantasy Calendar 
Your annual chance to view a unique We eo a 


programme of new motor sporting films. i Pots ite by wot 
ach sexy tp 
RICHARD PETTY—NASCAR CHAMPION For the desk 
AVON/“MOTOR” TOUR OF BRITAIN 
WHAT DRIVES THE BRITISH ? ite 0 the Pocket 


ary plas 


A BUNCH OF FIVES St some 2 re 
THE CULCHETH JOB 
PLUS TOM AND JERRY 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 8 
Empire Theatre, Leicester Square, London 
£1 from BRSCC, Empire House, Chiswick High Rood, 


nd a 
‘Street, Birmingham 
Tickets 50p on sale at the Theatre 


arf aise ha ie sarin Aasmaan 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6 NOWnsavoed Uesppomntnent Oy ae pas oetas VAT a penape pas 
ermes Crsmerien) sw 


Tickets 40p from John Ellison, Highwayside, Prestbury Road, To Karoline Dastibors (Sales) Lt. 12 Nigh St, Caterham, Sete 
Wilmslow 


{am eves 18. Send onder shown encloe remittance fur 
AR. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7 NAME 
Headrow Odeon, No 2 Cinema, Leeds ADDRESS — aia 


Tickets 60p from BRSCC, York House, 21 Park Street, 
‘Leeds LS1 3BY 


GRAND PRIX METALCRAFT LTD— ARTISTS IN ALUMINIUM 


We are the largest supplier of aluminum parts to 
the racing car industry. as well as the items \ 
iMlustrated| we | produce—aluminium — bodies— 

monocoque chassis (and repair service)—fuel and \ 


oil tanks to any shape and size—water header 
tanks—fuel_ collector pots—replica parts for 


Vinson cnrs—ouimaititn "ore Pespeesionn Castings “aigeten féamled tel tot 
wrusea—<chrome, ane, cocmuum ploting—-ai types "a 
‘ , BA Si trcicing ond! choot moral work ston tamed fn tan 5 
2-3 THANE WORKS, i 
Nea rc sexceonks te oe THANE VILLAS, eh 
CKuseaa, © aves faye. Fa: LONDON Nz7. | 
hop enon nae staan Tel: 01-609 0384. = Soe ta 0 
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Lella’s US 


It would seem that Lella Lom- 
bardi’s racing mext year will 
mainly be based in America. 

this Week suggest. that 

had a large. retaine 
offered to her by Francisco M 
the Los Angeles-based Ferrari 
dealer who has given her two 
races. in his Eagle and Lol: 
recently, Mir's team Is spon- 
sored by Mr Marty clothing 
manufacturers and as well as 


being impressed by Lella's driv. 
Ing, she has made herself very 
popular with the team and spon: 

John Webb, who by bringing 
her to England this year to race 
‘one of the ShellSport Lolas built 
her name, told us last week: "It 
Tooks as though we have lost her, 
We had an exciting deal for F5000 


set up for next year, but we can- 
not compete against Amezican 
styie retainers. Lella has been 
very good and kept us informed 
fand does not want to leave us 
but you cannot blame her, 


Webb went on to say that he 
would not consider Lella doing 
both F5000 series In Britain and 
‘America, "It's too much travel 
ling and would mean that she 
could’ not perform. properly in 


offer 
a 


Lella Lombardi—big offers 


elther series" We do not dis 
count the possibility of Miss 
Lombardi appearing in at least 
FI race next year, more than 
he Race of Champions. 

‘On Sunday, Letla makes her 

Antipodean debut at Sandown 
Park in the fourth round of the 
Gold Star.” She will érive the 


Matich-Repco ASI and again later 
at the Australian GP. 


Regga quick 


Testing of the latest 312T Ferrari 
Grand’ Prix car continued last 
week at the team's Florano test 
track at Modena, Following the 
shake down triais the previous 
week by Niki Lauda, his team 
mate Clay Regazzoni took his 
turn and in the space of seven 
laps, the flery Swiss driver got 
down to 1m 12.1 8 which is 
0.9 quicker than the fastest 
time ever achieved by the ordin: 
ary 312 BS. 

"The team will move on to the 
Paul Ricard circuit next week 
where, along with several other 
teams, they will undertake a tyre 
testing programme for Goodyear 
It is. reputed that the Ricard 
clreuit costs £1200 a day to hire, 
but that includes attending 
marshals and ambulances. 


Martini back 
F1 Brabhams ? 


There are ve:y strong rumours 
doing the rounds at the moment 
that Martini will sponsor the 
Brabham team in Fl next year. 


However Bernie Ecclestcne said 


this week, “there is no aruth in 
it at all, k's not even worth 
speculating about it. However I 


@m looking for a commercial 
‘sponsor, a good one like Martini." 

Ecclestene also emphatically 
denied that he was seiting up 
a new company to build produc- 
tion cars so that he could com- 
pete in the F3 races which he 
and the O.her Fl constructors 
have been working so hard to 
get. 
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Simca out 
of Matra 


The wild stories of Formula 1 
teams appearing with Matra V12 
engines for mext season seem to 
have been quietly put aside. One 
thing Is certain, according to 
UOP Shadow Grand Prix driver 
Jean-Pierre Jarier, and that is “I 
‘shall be driving a Ford powered 
Shadow in Argentina in January.” 

‘We have also learnt that the 
future of Matra is now very much 
in the balance, following Chrys 
ler’s decision to pull out of the 
sports car team early last week. 
At the moment, Matra still are 
employing their full quota of 
engineers at Velizy where they are 
continuing to work on the V12 
engine and also down at Ricard 
where they have their chassis 
division, Whether this means 
they are progressing with a 
Formula 1 car, is aot terribly 
clear. Certainly the team will be 
sending two cars to the final 
Championship round at Kyalami 
and it is expected a decision will 
be taken after that event. It is 
known that Matra have purchased 
some specialist equipment from 
Magnesium Electron, who supply 
the team with Melmag wheels, 
and it’s not to make their own 
wheels, more likely a lightweight 
magnesium chassis. 

‘The crux of Matra's existance 
in racing is largely centred around 
their engine shop which neccessi- 
tates vast amounts of finance to 
keep i going, hence the astrono- 
mical asking price for the V12. 
Meanwhile, over at Alpine. 


F3 Lola for Neve 


As expected, both Patrick Neve 
and Rebert Joubert will be going 
into Formula 3 next year driving 
a pair of works F3 Lola 7350s, 
the first time the Huntingdon: 
shire-based firm have seriously 
considered the formula for many 


Patrick Neve—into F3 


years. In fact the last successful 
Lola in F3 was an elderly T62 
raced in Bowdown colours by 


Dave Morgan and latterly Guy 
Edwards back in 1968, 

Both Neve and Joubert have 
raced the works assisted Shel 
sport Lola T340s in Formula Ford 
this year, Neve winning the STP 
Championship and Joubert show. 
Inga fair turn of spead in his 
first proper season of racing. He 
has since returned to his native 

th Africa, where he used to 
the motor cycle scrambles 
champion, to organise sponsorship 
for next year, 


The new car, which is based 
around» the current Formula 
Adantic chassis, is currently 


under construction and will pro- 
bably run for the first time during, 
January. 

Lola Cars" Interest In F3 is yet 
another added boost for the 
rapidly Increasing popularity of 
this international formula, 


Driving his 
clinched the 
finishing 


ARM 
Britax club 
third. 


Records GI 
racing 


Hillman 
series for Chrysler at Thruxton by 


‘Avenger, Bill_ Sydenham 


Persson here 


While Keljo Rosberg was hot 
footing it back to Finland follow 
ing his F5000 cest, his Kaimann 
Super Vee team-mate, Swede 
Kennerth Persson, went to Good- 
wood on Monday to try John 
Morrison's works SuperNova FSV. 
He got down to | m 208 3, 
which Is 0.5 5 slower than Mor- 
rison's best and a little quicker 
than Rosberg’s time which was 
achieved in Tim Rathmall’s simi 
lar works car a few weeks earlier. 
Persson pronounced the Super- 
Nova to be “better in the fast 
corners than the Kaimann, but 
not so good in the slower ones " 
where the Kaimann’s short wheel: 
base works particularly well 


@ The RAC tribunal regarding the 
eligibility of Derrick Brunt’s G1 
Vauxhall Magnum will cake place 
on November 7. 


Donington’s 
appeal delay 


Tom Wheatcroft's plans to open 
Donington Park as a fully opera- 
tional circuit next year took a 
slight knock st the end of last 
week when he was told that 
his final appeal had been post- 
poned for six weeks, until early 
January. “I'm. really browned 
off,” said Wheatcroft this week, 
“Tk takes us into another year 
which means inevitable delays. 
They tell me that By postponing 
it I shall get a quicker decision 
as it gives the QCs more time to 
work ‘together. I'm still browned 
off about it though.” 


In the meantime work witl 
continue at the circuit. "The two 
and half mile circuit, which T 


ean run on anyway,’ is nearly 
completed but I've decided to 
put’ two more underpasses in 
over the winter, making a total 
of four.” 


It takes heart to 
be a winner. 


{CONGRATULATIONS TO STUART GRAHAM'S 
| SUCCESSESS IN 1974 WITH THE TEAM 
| CASTROL CAMARO 


Ist Tourist Trophy—Silverstone 
1st tourist trophy—Silverstone 
| Ast tarmac British Racing Championship. 


The winning cars. The winning bikes. The winning drivers and riders 
like Adrian Boyd, Will Sparrow, Chris Sclater, Barrie Williams, Peter Hanson, 
Andy Rouse, Roy Lane, Chris Cramer, Clive Skilton, Barry Sheene,Stan 
Woods-Castrol’s behind them, heart and soul. 

For the past 75 years,Castrol has been playing a 
dominant role in almost every branch of British motor 
sport-including of course, this year’s Castrol 


Anniversary Touring Championship. 
Ask the drivers. Ask the riders. Castrol’s the high 
performer-with heart. 


Now morethaneveryouneed yg pERFORMANCEMOTOROIL 
the high performer with heart. 
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Pit and Paddock 


Williams set for ’75 


Although he was unavailable for 
‘comment at the time, Frank Wil 
Tiame told us on Monday that the 
stories which had been circulating 
in the French and Italian press 
about him running a Brabham. 
Alfa weren't true. However, he 
did say he would be retaining 
“both Arturo. Merzario and 
Jacques Lafitte for next year I'm 
pleased to say. 

Frank wasn't prepared to com- 
ment on any of his sponsorship 
details for next year because 
‘they'll probably want to prepare 


Frank _Williams—continuing. 


their own press on the matter in 
the next month or so.” Frank did 
go on to say that he was con- 
Structing a new car for next year 
which was being desi 

McLaren draughtsman 
Stokoe. “He's done some work 
with Gordon Coppuck and in 
fact, Harvey Postlethwaite of 
Hesiceth Racing recommended him 
to me, and that can't be bad” 
explained Frank. 

‘The new car wouldn't be ready 
until the beginning of the Euro- 
pean season in Spain but in the 
Meantime, the current car which 
hhas raced under the Iso-Mariboro 
guise for two seasons is now 
Undergoing detailed changes. 
“‘Bveryone has told me that it 
handles well and stops on a six. 
pence but it won't go down the 

Straights. So we're 
going ‘to give it a new aerody. 
famic shape for Argentina and 
see how it goes" said Frank, “Tl 
probably call it the Williams, 
Unless someone is prepared to 
Spend a lot of extra money. After 
ail, Williams is an international 
name and every country I've been 
to can spell it, which is more 


paeee ee nee 
J Postlethwaite !"" 
7 
Japan’s F1 demonstration 
Feecahiis | acticai alow 


“It’s not a race, just a demon- 
stration,” said ' Brabham boss 
Bernie Ecclestone when we asked 
him about the five invited Grand 
Prix teams who were going to 
the infamous Mount Fuji circuit 
in Japan on November 18. 
Those who Ecclestone, the 
‘great organiser of the Grand Prix 
comingent, has invited are Tyr- 
rell, Lotus, McLaren, Hesketh and 
Of course ‘one of his own Bi 
ham. team. The demonstration 
will take place over 10 laps of the 


‘where such devastation has taken 
place over the last few years. 
Only his year, che unfortunate 
Hiroshi Kazato lost his life in a 
sports car holocaust and both Guy 
Edwards and Jean-Pierre Jarier 
who have raced at the circuk as 
recently as last year, don't reckon 
the Japanese organisarion and 
safety facilities one little bi. I 
Femains to be seen whether 
Ronnie Peterson and his mates 
find it at all similar, 


New Marches 
now testing 


Although the new March Super 
Renault was originally given a 
shakedown run by Matt Spitzley, 
the car was driven for four hours 
fat Silverstone last week by visit- 
ing Swede Gunnar Nilsson who, 
following the F3 race at Thruxton 
last’ week, has since returned 


home. 
The current F3 lap record 
stands at 57.0 5 on the club 


circuit and Nilsson got the 1600 
ce Renault-engined car around in 
50.0 s. However, the cars run on 
Michelin racing tyres which 
Nilsson reported as belng " no- 
where near the F3 Firestones 
when it came to cornering. In 
fact I hated them." Also testing 
at the same time was Brian 
Henton in che new F2 car but this 
was swiftly curtailed following 
‘a sudden drop of oil pressure in 
the Ford BDA engine. 


AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 31, 1974 


Dobbie backs 
Scot circuit 


Denys Dobbie, the man behind 
the DART racing projects of 
Fecent years, bas taken over as 
chairman of Knockhill Develop. 
ment Co to increase the pace 
Of building and construction work 
on Scotland's new racing circuit 
‘Already progress has been made 
on the circuit which is between 
Edinburgh and Perth and it is 
hoped that RAC approval wil 
forthcoming in the next two 
weeks for a rallycross meeting 
to be held later this year. It is 
hoped for a full programme of 
events, motor and motor cycle 
Facing, to be held next year. 
© Despite ambitious plans in 
waly, GRD fortunes have taken 
a tumble with the news that their 
Ralian importer Renato Monzeg. 
io suffered a heart attack soon 
after the press announcement. 


‘They banned the Grand Prix from 
being held there because the 
locals went berserk and swarmed 
all over the track but internation- 
al racing returned to the Ricardo 
Rodriguez Autodrome in Mexico 
City recently when the Ameri- 
can IMSA ran their 1000 kms of 
Mexico GT and Formula Super 
Vee races there on October 20. 
Over 52,700 spectators turned 
out to see the final rounds of 
both the Camel GT and VW Gold 
Cup Super Vee series 


Winners of the 1000 kms race 
was the locally entered Porsche 
Carrera RS of Mexicans Hector 
Rebaque/Fredy Van Beuren 
Guillermo Rojas who completed 
the race which lasted for close 
on six hours, just 49.7 s in front 
of the Loomis Carrera driven by 
Steve Behr/Gregg Loomis/Billy 
Sprowls. Third and three laps 
down, although they weren't run- 
the finish, was yet another 

driven by Skip Barber/ 
fourth, and 

the George 
Muniz/Raoul 


Follmer/Daniel 
Gama BMW CSL. 


‘The final championship honours 


went to Peter Gregg who was 
sharing a Carrera with Hurley 
Haywood. They qualified second 
to the John Greenwood/Vince 
Muzzin Chevrolet" Batmobile " 
Corvette, but both retired. 

Both Milt Minter and Michael 
Keyser had a chance of beating 
Grega’s final score but Minter, 
who was sharing a Carrera with 
Elliot’ Forbes-Robingon, had 
dramas and could only finish 
seventh just in front of the sim- 
far affected Carrera of Keyser/ 
Michel Jourdain/Ruben Novoa. 


... Mexico way 


Maintaining his domination of the 
‘American VW FSV series, Elliot 
Forbes-Robinson picked up a use- 


ful $2,500 when he won the 
supporting 100 kms and final 
Gold Cup race in his highly 


modified Lola. Howdy Holmes put 
his similar car on pole with 
Robinson next up but EFR had 
everything under control to come 
home the winner by 5.3 s. Second 
was local hero Fredy Van Beuren 
in a semi works Royale followed 
by Holmes, Fred Phillips in his 
Elden and ‘Tom Bagley's Royale. 
Fastest lap went to Robinson at 
1 m 512 s, 100.582 mph, and 
06's quicker than Holmes’ pole 
time. 


@ Even with former Lotus Grand 
Prix driver Dave Walker at the 
wheel plus wings and racing 
tyres, che new Van Diemen Super 
Ford was only able to lap the 
Snetterton circuit just lis 
quicker’ than Patrick Neve's fast- 
est FF lap last week. The new 
2ulitre engines are reputed to be 
giving only marginally _more 
horsepower than the current FF 
cars, according to one of the 
leading engine builders. 


F3 Keegan 


Mike Keegan's British Air Ferries 
company have decided to move on 
from Formula Ford into Formula 
3 for next year. This good news 
for F3 has come about following 
a day's testing by Rupert Keegan 
In Jose Santo's F3 March 733 at 
Silverstone recently. 

The BAF colours have been 
flown by boch Keegan and South 
African’ Roy Klomfass_ on their 
works Hawke DLI1s throughout 
this season, culminating with 
Klomfass comfortably winning the 
Townsend FF Championship down 
at Brands Hatch, However, Klom- 
fass Is returning to South’ Africa 
having accepted a contract to 
drive an F2 car in the national 
championship. However, before 
eaves, he will complete the de- 
velopment of Hawke's new Super 
Ford 2000 which he has designed 
and built 


Rupert Keegan—sensible move, 


— 


LX 


‘The choice of car that Rupert 
Keegan will drive has yet to be 
decided but in the meantime, 
Keegan will carry out the tostin 
of the Hawke Super Ford and its 
debut is scheduled for November 


F5000 Spice 


Making a return to FS000 in 
the near future could well be 
Gordon Spice. So far this year, 
Spice has been trying to make 
the Plymouth Barracuda compet: 
tive in Gl under Stanley Robin- 
son's Wisharts Garage _ banner. 
However, Spice has had to resort 
to the team’s elderly Gl Capri in 
recent races. 

We have heard that besides 
his F5000 proposals, Spice will 
run in a two-car Gl team to con- 
test next year's national series 
with ‘none other than American 
F2 driver and former Atlantic 
champion Bill Gubelmann, 


© Jody Scheckter has politely 
declined an offer to co-drive with 
Derek Bell in one of the Gulf 
sports prototypes at Kyalami at 
the end of next week. The 
‘Tyrrell Grand Prix star, who has 
currently been testing the Fl car 
at Silverstone last week, has also 
turned down the chance of driv- 
ing the works 2-itre Chevron- 
Hart with his elder brother, Ian. 
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Hawaiian 
in F5000 


With the North American divi- 
sional championship races about 
to take place, one such gentleman 
who is bound to make some form 
of impression is Hawaiian drag 
racing star Danny Ongais in his 
privately run F5000 Lola T300. 
‘Ongals in fact runs the works 
Vel's Parnelli drag racing team 
in the States and only quite re- 
has turned to cars. The 
elderly Lola he runs in the 
‘American club races Is nothing 
to do with the Parnelli team, 
although they are well aware of 
the potential he is showing. 
Perhaps Ongais will be re 
membered as being the first per- 
son to achieve 200 mph in 7 5 
during a standing {-mile drag in 
Britain back in 1965. It was 
originally intended to allow 
to compete in the cham- 


have impaired 
such a move, However, the team's 
FI manager, Andrew 

sald that we wouldn't be far 
wrong if we speculated that 
Ongals would drive a second 
¥5000 car alongside Andretti next 
year, even though Al Unser is 
‘anxious to team up in F5000 with 
his USAC partner. 

@ According to Bubbles Horsley 
this week Hesketh Racing " 

to our knowledge only gol 
run James Hunt next year. " Yes, 
‘we have been talking to Demp- 
ster Developments about Mike 
Wilds but that ig a different pro- 
ject and does not involve us.” 
@ Unexpected casualty at 
Snetterton jast_week was track 
manager Balan Feltham who, had 
a nasty fall from the Esses 
grandstand last Monday week. 
He was detained in hospital over- 
night with concussion, a broken 
collarbone and a slight crack in 
his skull. Apart from feeling 
slightly battered he Is well on 
the mend. 

@ Didior Pironi, following a 
rather lucky win at Jarama 
ten days ago, has clinched the 
French Formula Renault cham- 
plonship. 


CATCHPOLE 


This weekend 
LYDDEN 


‘The final round of the Embassy 
European rallycross series takes 
place at Lydden on Saturday, with 
double points counting for this 
round. Austrian Franz Wurz heads 
the entry and the championship 
in his VW, in what is likely to 
be its final’ race being tended by 
the Porsche Austria mechanics, 
following the parent company's 
withdrawal from motor sport. 
Wurz leads the championship 
with 225 points to Sweden's 
Bjorn Waldegard’s 195, Stig 
Blomavist (Saab), 182, and Per 
Eklund (Saab), 167. But there's 


the whole championship could 
be easily upset. 


Of the other point scorers in 
previous rounds, all the :eading 
contenders are entered; in fact 
34 out of the 52 runners are 
from abroad in such cars as VWs, 
Saabs, Escorts, Datsuns, Minis, a 
Matra, Porsches, Opel, ‘NSU and 
the Dafs of ‘the de Rooys. 
Amongst the English drivers in 
with a chance are Rod Chapman, 
John Smith and’ of course, John 
raylor who did so well at the 
last round, all these being in 
Escorts. Add to these Hugh 
Wheldon’s VW, Tom Airey and 
Mick Bird in Minis and you have 
Britain's hopes. 

The event starts at 1 pm on 
Saturday, but if you can't get 
there, itll be on BBC TV or 
there's virtually the same entry 
‘on Sunday for TEAC’s club meet- 
Ing, both days offering excellent 
prize money. 


BRANDS HATCH 


‘The BRSCC hold the final rounds 
of five of their jonships at 
the Kent circuit this weekend. 
Some of these are decided, but 
the major event of the day, the 
20 tap Southern Organs Formula 
‘Atlantic championship, 
‘a battle between Ray 
currently Championstiip 
‘lan. Jon 

and Geoff Friswell, Ted Wentz, 
Jim Crawford and" John Nichol 
son, all of whom are in there 
with “a chance. Double points 
will be on offer and it promises 


leader. 
three points bebind, 


to be @ cracking final, 

With the current controversy 
surrounding both Richard Morgan 
and Bernard Vermilio, the BOC 
championship comes to its con- 
clusion this weekend with a 
four cornered fight for second 
place which could turn into first if 
Vermilio is disqualified, The 15 
lap race therefore has Stephen 
South, Mike Young, Syd Fox 
and Patrick Neve, vying for 
honours and hoping to capture 
maximum double points. 

‘The Triplex Production saloon 
car series final will be run in two 
ten lap races, one combined with 
the Mexico’ Motorcraft. Chal- 
lenge last round which has al- 
ready been decided in favour of 
Colin Vandervell. The Triplex 
Series goes to its conclusion with 
two drivers tying for the lead, 
Derrick Brunt and Alan Min: 
shaw, and the 
doubt be trying 
to give Chrysler a drivers. hat- 
trick in the three production 
saloon car championship. There 
are class battles too in the 
classes although Derrick Brunt 
bas already scooped his. Then 

Kent Messenger saloon 


o 

Finally, for a real taugh, come 
and see US versus THEM or 
“Trying to Practise what you 
Preach.” That is, an AUTOSFORT 

am Versus a team of journalists 
from Motoring News, Autocar 
and Motor. in ShellSport 
Mexicos. We hope to give you 
entertainment ! 

‘The main action starts at 2pm, 
with practising from 9 am. 


BRIGHTON RUN 


On November 3, the RAC will 
again commemorate the Eman- 
cipation Day Run of November 
1896. As usual, the earliest cars 
will be sent off first at 8 am and 
in this case No 1 is carried by a 
Benz of 1804. The huge entry 
will be sent off at interval 
taking about an hour to despatch, 
but whereas the solidtyre ances- 
cestors will need a bit of luck 
to check in at the final permit- 
ted time of 4 pm, the 1904 four- 
cylinder cars will have to waste 
some time at the coffee stops to 
avoid disqualification for speed- 
ing. 

‘There are more spectators at 
the Brighton Run than at any 
other motoring event, but on 57 
miles of road there is plenty of 
space to watch in comfort, It's 
difficult to give exact times and 


there will certainly be activity 
on the Brighton road all day, but 
the first car might reach Croydon 
about 8.40, Redhill around 9.15, 
Handcross soon after 10, and the 
finish at the Madeira Drive some 
time after 11. 

Most of the regular entrants 
will be running and are 
many foreign competitors, in- 
cluding seven from Holland and 
five from USA. Jackie Stewart 
will be co-driving with Lord 
Montagu in Daimler No 128 and 
Panhard No 171 will be driven 
by the Technical Editor of Auto 
sronr. Please don't baulk us on 
the hills and remember that, our 

(es are not as good as yours! 
a your 


© The South Wales Automobile 
Club are holding their postponed 
Joe Gregory memorial meeting 
at. Llandow on Sunday. Joe 
Gregory was a motor sporting 
enthusiasts who did much for 
racing at Liandow and in Wales 
in general. He was sadly killed 
earlier on this year at Llandow 
while racing his Escort. Special 
saloons and Formula Fords will 
be featured in the racing on 
‘Sunday. 


Championship positions 
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By Barry Foley 


“ALLO, ALLO, "ALLO. WOLD 
You BELIEVE THEYARECOING | 


| 


TORUNA TEN LAPGRAND PRIX. 


IN JAPAN. THE ORGANIZERS 
ARE SPENDING A FORTUNE TOGET 
ALLTHE GPCARSAND DRIVERS 

(OUT THERE: 


PETERSONIN JAPAN EH? 


J 


ITLL BE INTERESTINGTO 
‘SEE IF RONNIE CAN GET 
ABIT SIDEWAYS 


(Cy 
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SHELLSPORT CHRYSLER 
DEALER TEAM WIN 

TOURING CAR _ 
CHAMPIONSHIP’ 7 


Berard Unett wins his 4th 


majorGroup|Championship f 
inthree years. 


A 


won the Redex Championship 


Group 1 in 1972, Bernard 
immediately won the Britax 
Championship with a Mopar 


than 27 out of 29 races with the 


In an incident-packed race at successful season by winning out- 
Brands Hatch last week, Shell right the 1974 Castrol Touring Car in = Cot and Biliaxegies 
SPORT/Chrysler saloon car ace, Championship. Underthe shrewd —_,,, aptlust content with winning 
Bernard Unett, crowned yet another management of Competitions Chief the Championship, Bernard also 
Des O'Dell and superbly backed took on the might of the Formula 


throughout the season by Roger 
‘The Motor’ Bell, Bernard once again 
demonstrated the speed and 
reliability of his Chrysler Dealer 
Team Hillman Avenger GT, setting a 
new class lap record for the Grand 
Prix circuit at an incredible speed of 


a ShellSPORT Celebrity race on 
Saturday and not even the 
experience of Messrs. Ashley, 
Gethin, Evans and Signorina 


83.98 mph. these popular events 
One of the leading saloon car 
drivers in the country, Bernard made —*Subject to official confirmation. 


Shell 
SPOMTnews 14 


teos 
Shell Super Multigrade 
-race proved. 
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his debut in 1961 at the wheel of a 
Sunbeam Alpine, graduating to a 
V8 Tiger in 1964 when he won the 
Freddy Dixon Sports Car Champion 
ship that year and the Clubmans GT 
Championship in 1965. In 1967 he 


driving an Alan Frazer Imp and was 


runner-up in the British Saloon Car 
Championship. With the return of 


Avenger and in 1973 won no less 


Chrysler Dealer Team Hunter GLS 


5000 and Formula Atlantic drivers in 


Lombardi could keep the irrepressible 
Mr. Unett from his fifth victory in 


Bobby Unser was second quickest in practic 
third outright victory in the Viceroy Lola 


RIVERSIDE 


won his heat and led the final before his Eagle-Dfly retired. Andretti, following her 
vevrolet. 


Unser’s USAC Eagle stars 
as Redman clinches title 


By GORDON KIRBY Photos by CHARLES LORING 


What a fine way to end the season! Here was a Formula 5000 race that had everythin, 
Bobby Unser swept into the lead in his USAC Eagle- 
‘Andretti’s Viceroy Lola as the two USAC men 


class has ever promised—and even mor 
Offenhauser, holding a small gap over Mari 


broke cleanly away from the rest. But Unser's Eagle soon stopped with a dropped 
left with a large lead over Brian Redman’ 


Andretti wai 


the 


0 that 
is pl 


Steed Lola. Mario held 


Strongly in the face of Redman's slowly building challenge and won the race—his third of the 
year—by nearly § s, Redman chased Andretti all the way to the end, closing up over the last 


few laps 
and three seconds—in seven starts. 
‘The pursuit behind was es 


1nd Winning the USAC/SCCA F000 Championship with his sixth finish—three firsts 


ly the year's finest with tight, bellowing chains of machinery 


hammering along in each other’s wake for lap after lap. Warwick Brown drove a persistent race, 


fading slowly back from Redman's gearbox to finish third, well clear of Al Unser. T 


younger 


Unser prevailed for fourth after the three cars that were chasing him slowed or dropped out. 
For much of the race Al was under heavy pressure from the blue Jorgensen Eagles of James 
Hunt and Brett Lunger and the Lola of Vern Schuppan. But Lunger dropped back with gearbox 
troubles and Hunt had a nasty crash and his spinning Eagle collected Schuppan's Lola putting 
both of them out within 10 miles of the end. 

For once the field of 24 starters was devoid of some of the awful backmarkers which have 
been necessary to fill up Formula 5000 grids in the past. As K was then, the race took on a 
much more professional air and it seemed, finally, that this last race of the season had brought 


American Formula 5000 to the 
the past two years. Whi 


ate of competitiveness that it has been hinting at throughout 
Formula 5000 turns its head towards a new, rosy era, it seems perfect 


that Brian Redman, the easy, personable and extremely accomplished gentleman from Lancashire 


should be acclaimed as the new 


ENTRY & QUALIFYING 


For some 15 years the last weekend in 
October has been the traditional end to the 
North American season. The Riverside week- 
end thas been sponsored throughout this time 
by the Los Angeles Times and the main race 
has been known as the Times Grand Prix. But 
this year there was no LA Times backing and 
no longer was the main race for unlimited, 
Group Seven racing cars. Instead Formula 
5000 took up the premier role with the second 
and third rounds of the International Race 
of Champions supporting the programme 
admirably. 


10 


impion. Congratulations, Brian. 


‘The single-seaters responded well to their 
new end-of-season role and a total of 41 cars, 
most of whom had appeared at Laguna Seca 
two weeks previously, arrived for practice. 
There were Just two ‘notable additions, but 
both of them were particularly notable 


With the USAC Championship in his pocket, 
Bobby Unser was able to convince his boss 
that it wouldn't upset that programme to run 
one of his Olsonite Eagle-Offenhausers on the 
road course. Unser approached the weekend 
with his usual thoroughness and put in a full 
day's testing early in the week. By the end 
of the day Bobby had been able to sort the 
car sufficiently to get around the sweeping 


scored. his 


2) mile circuit nearly two full seconds under 
Brett Lunger's F5000 record! Needless to say 
the stories of Unser's tests tended to run 
towards the fantastic and after exchanging 
Breetings with virtually anybody their first 
question was, “What do you know about 
Unser's testing? 


The other added entry was that of Lella 
Lombardi, putting in her second appearance 
of the American season, and once again 
driving for Los Angeles Ferrari dealer 
Francisco Mir. Fresh from her fine Mallory 
Park performance Lella was scheduled to drive 
Mir's Lola T332_ this weekend while John 
Morton moved to the team's Eagle. All of this 
meant that Elliott Forbes-Robinson, former 
works Eagle number two, was out of a drive. 

‘As Riverside is Los Angeles’ home cireult 
and Los Angeles is the centre of motor sport 
in America, it is here that most people (barring 
those special persons who have their own test 
track) do their testing. It seemed fair then 
to surmise that this particular race could 
well be closer than any previous rounds for 
not only did the teams have all kinds of 
chassis data for Riverside but many of the 
Grivers had many, many miles of the circuit 
buile into their systems. Most of all we would 
finally discover which of the numerous sub-lap 
record times from spring testing were 
legitirn 

Friday morning's practice started late due 
to some exceptionally slow scrutineering and 
somehow the tenor of the day took a long time 
to pick up. For most of the morning there 
were very few cars on the track at any one 
time and there seemed to be excessive and 
regular attacks of the gremlins bothering 
almost everybody. Andretti had an engine fail, 
Hunt spent most of the time prowling up and 
down the pits while a water leak was bunged 
up and Wietzes had a nasty moment across 
the sand when a ball joint broke and his Lola 
lost its wing. Luckily Eppie's immaculate car 
was undamaged although it did need a 
thorough cleaning. 

‘On “his first visit to Riverside, Vern 
Schuppan got going very well and by the end 
fof the morning he had got Teddy Yip's Lol 
332 around very nearly as quick as Andretti 
best efforts. Schuppan managed an impressive 
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1 m 14.1 5 which was a full second below the 
F5000 record while Andretti was around two- 
tenths faster. Nobody else got going in the 
morning but as no official times were being 
taken in either of Friday's sessions it didn't 
apparently bother anyone. 

‘The afternoon session was a lot busier but 
there was again a great influx of troubles. 
Redman decided to go out in Larry Harley's 
Lola as his own was in the midst of an engine 
change. After a few laps, however, Harley's 
‘ear, which has served as a spare for Brian in 
these last two races, threw off the fuel pump 
Grive belt. Sam Posey was sorting out his 
Talon with the help of a dose of Barsleak 
dealing with a cracked head while Graham 
McRae came in with his GM2’s front suspen- 
sion broken. It began to look as if it was going 
to be a burdensome weekend, 

‘Midway through the afternoon things took 
an unbelievable turn for the worse when Carl 
Hogan very nearly lost his whole team in the 
space of 45. minutes. First of all. Davi 
Hobbs had a bad shunt when a bolt dropped 
out of his car's front suspension as he was 
rushing through the Esses. The blue Lola shot 
‘out of line, bounded across the dirt and spun 
into the bank, The chassis was twisted and 
three corners were badly bent and it looked 
like David's second season of ill-fortune was 
all-over, 

‘The circuit was closed for half an hour 
while the road was swept of sand and bits 
and pleces from Hobbs’ shunt. Then, almost 
before the session got under way again, 
Hogan's second car, with Johnny Rutherford 
at the wheel, slammed into the retaining wall 
on the exit of the very fast Turn Nine which 
precedes the pits, Rutherford suddenly felt the 
car snap hard to the left as he reached the 
mid-point of the long turn and his Lola came 
to a rest with Ks left side badly mangled. 
When the car was examined that evening it 
was discovered that an irregularly-sized ball 
had been put into the rebuilt differential and 
this had popped out so that the differential 
Suddenly stopped working. 

‘Hogan assessed his situation that evening 
ind decided to rebuild Rutherford’s T330 Lola 
‘and put Hobbs, who had a good chance of 
securing third” place in the. Championship, 
Into the car. The Hogan crew duly began 
‘another of their too-frequent long evenings of 
fabrication. 

‘Thankfully Saturday's two qualifying ses- 
sions were nothing like the untimed sessions 
of the previous day. The afternoon session 
was delayed because the day's IROC round 
finished very late and subsequently. things 
were brought to a rather early end. After 
number of teams protested vigorously It was 
decided to schedule an extra 15-minute 
qualifying session at 8.30 on Sunday morning. 

‘Mario Andretti and the Viceroy team got 
down to serious work on Saturday, with Mario 
jumping from one to the other of his two cars, 
trying this and that combination of tyres and 
wings and once again ending up faster than 
anybody else in both cars. The Viceroy Lola 
7332s were exceptionally fast both exiting 
and entering the slower turns, in particular 
picking up a large dose of time in putting the 
power’ down. It was perhaps here that 
‘Andretti's Firestones were providing the 
greatest benefit. Not only did the stopwatch 
show this to be the case but Brian Redman 
reported that he would find himself chopping 
and sawing at the steering wheel in an effort 
fat controlling spinning rear Goodyears while 
Andretti would be accelerating hard away 
from the same corner. 

‘Whatever the reason, Andretti was able to 
thoroughly eclipse the ‘rest of the field with 
both of his cars and in the newer chassis 
fitted ‘with the Parnelli Fl wing, he tured 
‘numerous laps In the 1 m 12 s bracket. Mario's 
best lap was al m 12.258 s which was 3s 
below the old record and faster even than 
Mark’ Donohue’s outright circuit record in the 
Porsche 917/30K! It left everybody stuttering 
in disbelief but Andretti himself felt that he 
coutd have gone even faster for he told chief 
mechanic Jim Chapman that his fastest laps 
had been fouled up by backmarkers. It cer 
tainly appears that Formula 5000 has served 
‘4 great purpose for Mario Andretti this season 
‘and that he is now more prepared than ever 
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for_a thorough year of Grand Prix racing. 

‘Second fastest qualifier was none other than 
Bobby Unser. It soon became apparent that 
the stories of his testing times were thoroughly 
legitimate as he swooshed the big. oval racing 
Eagle around the Riverside in 1m 13.275 5 
While he was picking up great volumes of 
time along the backstraight, Bobby wasn’t 
losing much to the F5000 machines anywhere 
and was managing to get through Riverside's 
Esses very nearly as fast as the best three 
or four stock-blocks. It was a very fine, very 
smooth effort from the eminently experienced 
Unser and it left most of the F5000 people 
hoping that the big Eagle would run our of 
brakes over the course of the race. With the 
USAC car fuel capacity limit_now raised to 
60 gallons for an F5000 race, Unser would 
appear to have no problems in running the 
101 mile race without stopping. An intriguing 


new twist to the USAC/SCCA version of 
Formula 5000. 
Brian Redman dug deep into his bag of 


talent late on Saturday and after putting in 
many laps in the 1m 14 s bracket he finally 
got Into the 13s with a blustery lap in Lm 
13.460 s. Brian's Steed Lola 1332. was un 
changed from its Laguna set-up and whereas 
most of the teams had put in some testing 
earlier in the week the tall red car hadn't 
been brought down from the more pleasant 
climes of Monterey until the day. before 
practice started. Franz Welss had built a 
eonservative” engine for this final and 
deciding race in the Championship giving 
some 30 bhp less than optimum, yet Redman 
still managed to be faster than anybody 
through. the long, right-handed Turn Nine 
before the pits. This slightly banked corner 
seems 0 require just tap of oversteer in 
order to get through it quickly and was 
doubly-challenging last_weekend for beyond 
the line the road was littered with a heavy 
and very slippery layer of sand. 

‘Vern Schuppan came next, impressing 
everybody no end with his energetic driving 
of the Theodore Racing Lola T332. The car was 
fitted with an. airbox for the first time this 
season, Alan Smith having built some special 
fibreglass injector trumpets so that the airbox 
could be fitted on his cross-over fuel-injection 
manifold. The combination of this and some 
15 Inch rear wheels improved the red Lola's 
high-speer stability and speed enough for the 
Quiet Aussie to do an excellent 1_m 13.773 s. 

Despite a variety of minor engine troubles 
Eppie ‘Wietzes showed some very good form. 
qualifying fifth with a 1 m 14.104 s. Wietzes 
Formula Racing Lola 1332 was going much 
better than it had at Laguna after a failing 
differential had been diagnosed and replaced. 
With David Hobbs’ serious troubles it began 
to look as if the Canadian veteran might well 
be able to gather enough pointe to push him 
into third place in the Championship, 

Sixth fastest and rather perplexed about it 


Brian Redman holds off Warwick Brown. 
championship after coming 20 close last year. 


was James Hunt. James was having his 
Second drive in the new F5000 Eagle which 
turned up with its aluminium bodywork 
painted in the light blue colour scheme of 
Jorgensen Steel. Hunt had done some mid- 
week testing in the car and reported that the 
team had been able to dial out the “dreaded 
lurch" which had afflicted the new car in its 
transition to power-on through slower corners. 
The narrow Eagle got going quickly quite 
early in practice but James had a hard time 
chiselling away any more time and wound up 
with am 14.237 8 

Jon Woodner surprised a lot of people with 
a very fine 1m 14,678 s best lap in the 
second of the Norris Talons. Woodner had his 
share of troubles, first of all losing time with 
a duff magneto and then scratching his head 
wer the handling. His final effort was repeated 
2 number of times and Jon looked forward 
to his most competitive race of the season 
after lapping a second quicker than an albeit 
troubled Sam Posey in the number one Talon. 

Posey was harangued with engine troubles 
throughout practice although he had got into 
the 14 5 bracket on Friday while running the 
car with cracked heads. But his replacement 
engine proved even worse and poor Sam 
qualified down in fifteenth with a 1 m 15.656 s. 
Posey's Talon had been modified during the 
week with flatter top rocking arms which 
afforded the inboard spring/shock units more 
travel and improved the car's front end tracta~ 
bility in low speed corners. Brian Redman had 
driven Sam's car earlier In the week and had 
been very impressed with its braking capabl- 
lities and stability in the fast turns but had 
also confirmed the suspicions of Posey and 


Woodner that the front suspension needed 
modification. 
Eighth fastest, with a 1 m 14.772 s best 


was Warwick Brown having his third American 
race of the year in the Kenalloy Lola T3932 
Brown was troubled by the lack of fifteen inch 
rear wheels which meant that his Lola deman: 
ded a lot of work to get through the fast 
Esses and Turn Nine quickly. Justa hair 
slower than Brown was Graham McRae, going 
well in his own GM2 and slowly .making the 


car more and’ more competitive. His best 
was 1m 14.800 5. 
Brett Luger's practice with the older 


Jorgensen Stoel Eagle was drastically short- 
‘ened, but he managed a good 1 m 14.986 s in 
the brief Sunday morning session to put him: 
self tenth fastest. The Eagle arrived on Friday 
morning with modified rear suspension, 
but the radius arms had been improperly 
located and much of the day was 
lost rectifying that problem. On Saturday the 
car started jumping out of gear so that day 
was lost tracing that problem which turned 
Sut to be a failing differential, Brett was anxi 
ous to do well after all the troubles he has 
experienced this season and he tried very 
hard to do some good laps on Sunday morning, 


Redman's second place overall won him the 


” 


Fourth-placed battle, Brett Lunger works hard to keep Al Unser and James Hunt behind him. 


Veiga did well to quabify his 
ex-Scheckter Lola T330 eleventh fastest (1m 
14.988 5) ahead of Al Unser who was putting 
in his second appearance in Chuck Jones’ 
Lola T332 in preparation for doing the whole 
F5000 ‘series next year in the second Viceroy 
car. Unser worked down smoothly toa 1 m 
15.265 5, Thirteenth fastest was John Morton, 
showing more of the smoothness which he 
displayed at Laguna in his first drive for 
Francisco Mir. Morton worked away at Mir’s 
lightened and rebodied Eagle and gave it its 
best run to date (1 m 15.340 8). 

David Hobbs struggled with Carl Hogan's 
rebuilt T330 Lola but his attempts to get it 
working were hampered by cracking heads 
land the early finish of Saturday practice just 

fhe was getting ready to do some fast laps 
In fresh rubber. The engine was changed on 
Saturday night but the replacement started to 
rattle badly after only two laps on Sunday 
morning and David was left with the team's 
oldest and weakest unit as a race engine. 

yems incredible that Hobbs can have such 
that which has harangued him 

Lella Lombardi got in very little practice 
while having almost as much engine trouble 
as Hobbs, None the less she remained unper 
turbed despite her lack of time both on the 
cireuit and in Francisco Mir's Lola T8332. She 
Qualified twentieth just behind John Gunn who 


accident. 


12 


Schuppan was again impressive in Teddy Yip's Lola before being involved in somebody else's 


also had a bad spate of engine trouble as well 
as going off and bending his Lola's rear sus- 
pension. Mike Mosley never got going well 
and after a disagreement with chief mechanic 
and car owner A. J. Watson, he was replaced 
by Mickey Fowler. Fowler is a 24-year-old 
unknown Who was entered for Riverside in an 
old McLaren with which he had won a couple 
of recent regional club races He did a work: 
manlike job in the few laps he put in in the 
Lodestar Lola T332 on Sunday morning. get 
ting into the 1m 18 s bracket. John Cannon 
lost @ lot of time in trying to sort out his ex- 
Gunn March 73A when the engine broke and 
he qualified twenty-fourth. The newer Fl 
chassised March of Gus Hutchison appeared 
again and the Texan began to come to terms 
with the machine while qualifying seventeenth 
(1 m 16.876 5) 


HEATS 


The principal runners in the first 24lap heat 
included Andretti and Redman on the first 
row, followed by Wietzes and Woodner. The 
third row comprised McRae and Garcia-Velga 
while the fourth was made up by Morton and 
Posey. Hutchison, Gunn and Fowler also 
started this heat 

Tt was not surprising that Andretti's Fire. 
stones shot him directly into a sound lead of 
the first heat. As has been the case time and 
again this year Mario was able to sprint away 


into @ substantial early lead, stretching out 
just about a second with each new lap. BY 
the mid-point of the heat he settled back into 
a very relaxed pace holding a steady lead to 

Redman and usually pulling out more 
in the heavy traffic which filled out 


Redman found himself working uncomfort- 
ably hard in Andretti's wake, but he gradually 
tightened up his gallop as the race wore on. 
Nonetheless he was never able to hold Andretti 
and by the eight lap he found himself coming 
under strong pressure from Jon Woodner. But 


easily caught and passed 
Lola and by the end of the 
heat he was beginning to threaten Redman 
again. Certainly the San Franciscan's best: 
ever Formula 5000 performance. 

Wietzes and Posey chased after Garci 
Veiga in the early laps but on the seventh lap 
both the Canadian Lola and the Norris Talon 
retired, Wietzes’ engine breaking a timing 
chain ‘and Posey's burning a piston. Garci 
Veiga went on alone to a good fourth place 
while both Wietzes and Posey were able to 
ready themselves to be added to the back of 
the grid for the final 

Gunn, Hutchison, Morton and McRae had 
4 good race somewhat farther back with first 
Hutchison getting by Gunn and going off on 
his own. Morton soon went by Gunn also 
and was just catching Hutchison's March when 
the Texan slowed and pulled in with a broken 
rocker arm, So Morton finished a comfortable 
fifth ahead of McRae who got by Gunn when 
the latter slowed with brake trouble, Fowler 
drove the Lodestar Lola quite sensibly and 
finished eighth despite a couple of quickly- 
recovered. spins, 

The second heat comprised Bobby Unser 
and Schuppan on the front row followed by 
Hunt and Brown, while Lunger and Al Unser 
filled “row three. Hobbs and Evan Noyes 
(Lola T332) were next up with Lella Lom: 
bardi on the next row and Cannon another 
row farther back 

With Bobby Unser pacing the field for this 
second heat he was easily able to 
smoothly 
into the first 
well clear of Schuppan, 
effort through the double 
which comprise Turn Six and was able to 
close right up on Bobby, but as they strained 
themselves out and snicked up through the 
gears along the next straight Unser was able 
to pull out far enough so that Schuppan lost 
all hope of staying in contact with the 
tuibecharged car. 

Hunt, Brown, Lunger, Al Unser and Lom: 
bardi ‘slotted " into” place tightly behind 
Schuppan, and as they boomed into the 
second lap there was a thundering train of 
Chevy V8s chasing on after a lone, whistling 
Ofly. But halfway through the first lap Evan 
Noyes’ Lola had blown its engine and 
dropped most of its ofl in the middie of the 
exit from a tight downhill esses called Turn 
Seven. As Unser led the field through the 
second lap they came upon a single stationary 
oll flag and though Bobby got through safely 
both Schuppan and Hunt spun, dropping to 
seventh and eighth behind Hobbs. This left 
Unser with an even stronger lead and he 
held his place easily winning by nearly 8 3, 
‘An historic and extremely polished win for 
the USAC Champion, 

By the fourth 1a 
away from Lunger and drove off to a fin 
Second place finish. The young Australia 
kept enough pressure on Unser to force the 
Eagle to pick up its setUing pace on two or 
three occasions while pulling well clear of 
the other, pursuing F5000s. Lunger dropped 
away from Brown as the Jorgensen Eagle 
began to understeer and Brett soon found 
himself being pressured by Al Unser and the 
recovering duo of Schuppan and Hunt. After 
a few laps, however, Lunger started to edge 
clear of Unser's black and orange Lola while 
Schuppan and Hunt frustrated themselves in 
their efforts to get by the USAC man. 

While Lunger pushed his big Eagle to third 
place, Schuppan and Hunt worked harder and 
harder at getting by Unser. Both of them 
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would like to thank everyone who helped them 


win the 


| 1974 ROTHMANS 
| EUROPEAN F5000 
| CHAMPIONSHIP 


ESPECIALLY : 

Henley Fork Lift, STP & Nick Brittain Associates 
Lola Cars, Goodyear, Duckhams, Ferodo 
Armstrong, Automotive Products, Champion 
Alan Smith, Hewland, Fram, Goldings Petroleum 
George Hopkins & Sons Ltd. 

C. Stanley Jones & Co., Hereford Finance Co. 


The Talbot Hotel, Ledbury, Verzons Hotel, Ledbury 
(Hereford's two best pubs) 


and The McKechnie Wine Co. for 
providing the refreshment 
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found the Jones Lola to be quicker along the 
straights and started trying to find @ way 
through in the tighter bits. Schuppan finally 
towed deep beneath the black Lola's wing 
and made a dart at outbraking Unser into 
Turn Six, but suddenly the Australian found 
his front tyres losing traction and slipping 
wide in the thin alr, and as he caught up with 
his Lola, Hunt was able to slip through on 
the inside. On the very last lap Hunt found 
a way past Unser to finish fourth behind 
team-mate Lunger, while Schuppan stayed in 
sixth place right behind Al. 

‘Hobbs took things easy initially, checking 
out his latest combination of the weekend 
carefully before thinking to press on. He 
even pulled wide in the middle of a turn to 
allow Schuppan and Hunt to chase back 
towards the front as fast as possible. David 
slowly picked up his pace and finally got by 
@ spinning Lella Lombardi for seventh. The 
Ialian lady did well to stay within range of 
the Hunt, Unser, Schuppan combination and 
remained’ unlapped in finishing eighth. John 
Cannon held ninth behind this lot until his 
March broke a front suspension balljoint. 


FINAL 


The strangely cool and overcast weather of 
this Riverside weekend was growing ever 
greyer as the second IROC race finished and 
the FS000 cars were rolled 


into pl 


iti took up his sixth pole 
if with Bobby Unser siting 


shod Viceroy Lola. It looked like being a 


very interesting 40 lap: 

‘The 24-car grid consisted of the first eight 
from each heat with the addition of Bighouse, 
Hutchison, Wietzes and Posey from the first 
heat and Jerry Grant (Lola 1332), John Ben- 
ton (Lola 7330), John Cannon’ and Tony 
Settember (Lola T330) from the second heat. 

‘Just before the start it was discovered 
that some unknown person or persons had 
stolen the helmets of both Andretti and 
Redman, so that the two Championship pro- 

forced to hunt down replace- 

the very last moment. Andretti 
was lucky enough to find that Johnny Ruther- 
ford’s Star fitted him comfortably enough and 
he climbed into his red and) white Lola 
pulling the dark-visored helmet around his 
balaclava as he did so. Redman was handed 
the option of three or four tats by Carl 
Haas and he strode quickly down the false 
arid trying than out before settling on one 
that was a rather tight fit. Certainly not @ 
good way to have to jump into a racing car 
for one's most important race of the year. 

‘The 23 Chevys and lone Offenhauser fired 
up and rumbled off behind the orange Porsche 
pace car, Around they paced for a couple of 
Taps Andretti and Unser keeping a wary eye 
on each other as they banked the field into 
Turn Nine and began to slowly accelerate 
towards the starter. Mario throttled his way 
lazily towards the starter, knowing that he 
should start slow enough ‘for Unser’s turbo- 
charger to be unable to fill Its cylinder fast 
enough for full acceleration. But as they 
flattened out off Turn Nine and came towards 
the flag Unser was already giving the Offy 
fa steady burst of throttle and as they flashed 
beneath the starter he was more than a full 
car length ahead of Andretti 

"Yet the “flag came sweeping down and 
Unser vanished into the first corner, pulling 
well ahead with every new foot of pavement, 
only Andretti keeping within range of the 
white Eagle as they vanished down through 
the Esses. Up into Turn Six Unser 
comfortably free of Andretti and even though 
the white and red car gobbled up the space 
as they worked their way through the 
tightening corner, Unser was able to burst 
away again along the short straight into the 
tight left and right of Turn Seven. Down the 
long back straight they towed, the flat 
whistle of Unser's Offenhauser carrying him 
again clear of Andretti so that as they swept 
into Turn Nine the Eagle had established a 
full second’s lead. 

Unser worked his way as hard as he dared 
through the first few laps, slowly drawing out 


4 


David Hobbs’ hastily cobbled together Lola T330 leads Lella Lombardi 


2 2.s margin to Andretti who was carrying 
himself well away from Redman and the rest. 
Even then it had become a two-car race and 
though the line behind Redman stayed tight 
and frantic it was only the chase between 
the two USAC veterans which seemed to 
matter. 

By the fourth lap Andretti had begun to 
chip into Unser's lead, carefully increasing 
his pace as his fuel load stowly lightened. It 
began to look as if Andretti might be able 
to stay menacingly in Unser’s mirrors and 
slowly build some pressure. The Lola was 
unable to get to within a second of the 
Eagle, but as each lap flicked by Mario main- 
tained his close pursuit and then, on the 
ninth Jap, there was only the cracking boom 
of Andretti's Falconer Chevy which came 
back towards the pits. Unser had pulled off, 
flames chirping out through the exhaust from 
what seemed to be @ broken valve. Bobby 
thought it was probably a vestige of a gear 
box problem from the previous day which 
may have caused him to tick @ valve or two. 

‘So now it was the familiar sight of 
Andretti leading comfortably from Redman, 
But Warwick Brown was chasing earnestly 
after the Steed Lola and farther back there 
‘was a clashing explosion as the exhaust notes 
of half a dozen Chevys hammered rudely at 
‘each other, Farther behind that booming knot 
came another thunderous train and so too 
‘were there little battles all the way down the 
field. What superb and hitherto. unknown 
Formula 5000 motor racing it wa 


As the tenth lap came up Redman began 
to lengthen his already clear lead over Brown 
‘and though it cook another half dozen laps 
before Brown settled back into his own pace, 
from then on Redman was thinking only of 


‘stages of the race Brian 
lost only the odd tenth here and there to 
Mario and as they started the last quarter 
of the race the Steed Lola began for the first 
time to slowly catch the Viceroy version. 

‘But by that time Mario was driving com- 
fortably, making sure to use the chassis as 
Uttle as possible, treating every litle g 
change with the utmost care and keeping a 
careful eye on Redman's slow advance. There 
was never really any chance of Brian actually 
catching Mario and through the last few laps 
the gap narrowed by 2 s as Andretti cruised 
in to his third F5000 win of the year. It was 
a fitting way to end the season for the two 
men who bave dominated this season's For- 
mula 5000 racing in America. For Andretti 
there was the satisfaction of a clean end-of- 
Season triumph and for Redman there was 
the pleasure of a carefully moulded Cham- 
plonship year 

Warwick Brown stayed well ahead of the 
rest, driving with more of the hardened 
Perseverance which we saw at Ontario and 
taking a well-won third place. Brown's brief 
American season has brought him a full spon- 
sor for this winter's Tasman and a renewal 
of his Kenalloy backing for next year's North 
‘American series. 

For a few laps Jon Woodner held fourth 
place with his red Talon. He was unable to 
hold on to Brown but he was similarly clear 


of the next bunch so it was doubly unfortun- 
ate that Woodner should be forced into the 
pits after just six laps, with the shift linkage 
Seized. Carroll Smith’ worked hard to. free 
up the shaft, but the Talon had to be push- 
Started 30 that Woodier's good drive ended 
in disqualification. 

It ‘was ultimately Al Unser who came 
through to take fourth. Initially he chased 
after Brett Lunger's Eagle and they soon 

Lola which was slow: 
@ tyre. Gradually Lunger 
Toad his ¢rain past the Argentinian so that 
for a while he was able to break free of 
Unser who in his turn pulled out some space 
on Hunt and Schuppan. By the 
they had all four got by Garcia-Velga and ho 
s00n stopped to change his soft tyre only to 
Reed a push-start so he was disqualified, 

Lunger, Unser, Hunt and Schuppan began 
to close in on each other so that by half- 
distance they were nose to tall. But Brett 
ran into gearbox difficulties and soon dropped 
behind as fifth gear insisted on jumping out 
fof mesh through a few fast sweepers, Hunt 
‘and Schuppan chased hard after Unser but 

javing an understeer problem and 
through Turn Nine he was hooking his inside 
wheel over the curbing in order to keep the 
car in tight. With just two laps to go this 
tricky manoeuvre got the better of him and 
James spun across the road and slid gently 
into the wall only to have Schuppan thump 
him squarely amidships. Vern reversed out 
and scraped his way past the pits but a 
Steering arm was broken as was a wheel and 
sundry other bits $0 he, 100, was out 

‘That let Graham McRae up to fifth after 
he had chased after the Unser, Lunger, Hunt, 
Schuppan train all through the race. McRae 
got by Lunger's Eagle towards the end, push- 
ing Brett down to sixth. It was snother 
frustrating ‘drive for the Eagle man. John 
Morton did well to take seventh within sight 
of Lunger and clear of David Hobbs who 
got his sick Lola up to eighth after Lella 
Lombardi spun. 

‘The last’ Formula 5000 race of the year 
ended with Mario. Andretti's thoughts, "I 
hope Bobby's show doesn't give anybody’ any 
crazy ideas about running turbochargers next 
year. We don't need to create another mon- 
Ster here, we don't want ¢o upset something 


Which is working as well as Formula 5000. 
Fomnula 5000 works because it's relatively 
cheap and 1 don't want to see anybody 
change it.” 


30m 7.959 5, 13.408 


ype, (Ean oftennauer. 
ists. A. Ninaor: & Vere 'Schan: 


telactharstet F335). 
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John Nicholson in the Pinch Lynear in which he has won the John Player-FA series. 


Built- 


chapter in @ strange book of how thi 
vital contacts in racing throu 
the 


It Is certain that an early understanding of 
things mechanical has helped Nicholson 
make his car one of the best prepared on the 
track for the past few seasons. But surely no 
driver can have the record that John boasted 
up to Snetterton, for his cars had had 4 
starts and 47 finishes in Atlantic and Formula 
One over the past two years, and having 
finished in every one of them, “Some of them 
may have been a little close—such as at 
Oulton the other weekend, but that's the 
record," says John, and it speaks highly, not 
only for his own standards both in Atlantic 
‘and Formula One but also for the work put 
in by his mechanic, Roy. 

‘Those standards were born at an early age, 
for in New Zealand, one was taught to save 
things rather than chuck them away. Although 
hhis father was an armourer in the New Zealand 
Air Force, he had an interest in racing boats, 
‘and John’s early mechanical experience came 
with helping his father to prepare their V8. 
powered machine at the family home in 
Palmerston North on the North Island of 
New Zealand. This boat in fact held a New 
Zealand speed record 20 years ago, and when 
it came to have a new Corvette engine fitted, 
the young Nicholson gave a hand. On leaving 
school, he went to work for a friend of the 
family's In a local engineering engine recondi. 
tioning shop. As an apprentice, he had to do 
4} years, but took his final exams after two 
years, gaining first prize for the whole of New 
2 “Someone had to come first and it 
was me," says John. At around this time, 
John had his first competitive outing—in a 
go-kart. “It was based on a kit set with a 
Villiers engine from a lawnmower, and 
because we didn’t have any tarmac tracks, 
just rough ground, we fitted lawnmower 
wheels.” At this same time, John also did a 
couple of races in the boat. “It’s really 
exhilarating to do 100 mph in a boat, but not 
80 skilful.” But shortly after, while now doing 
‘one or two kart races on hard tracks such as 
the nearby Ohaka airfield, his father was 
Posted away. 

Nicholson stayed on in Palmerston North 
and began to buy cars: first a 1935 Austin 7. 
working up to a TR2 by 18 or 19, which 
signified he was doing pretty well. On com- 
pleting his apprenticeship, he immediately 
became foreman of the shop, and then he 
moved to other reconditioning shops around 
North Island as manager with a financial 
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were prepared at John Nicholson’ 
over 18 months ago to prepare the engines for 

‘New Zeal 
hard work and efficiency in doing his job on and off 
ick, At the age of 33, he Is in the enviable position of being able to make a choice 
between Formula One, Two, or Atlantic again. 


n consistency 


BOB CONSTANDUROS talks to FA champion John Nicholson 


spective wins by Emerson Fittipaldi in the World Championship and John Nicholson's 
jer Formula Atlantic championship have more than 


le in common. Both were 
inly drivers on the track 
lity won through when the 
‘other major common point is 
engine 

Larens. For Nicholson, 
der has gained business 


interest. Motor sport was not alive in him at 
that time. However, havi \duated to a 
TR4, he went back to see a car dealer friend 
in Palmerston North. “ You know the type of 
guy, the car dealer who says he's got just the 
car for you.” and that type of car was a Lotus 
Elan, of which there were about six in the 
country at the time. The price was £2,000, 
mileage 10,000 and it had had a hard time. As 
he belonged to a number of car clubs in order 
to promote business, he took it hillclimbing 
and blew off the rest of the class opposition, 
and competed against Graham McRae in an 
E-type. “I didn't think much of it though, 
and one day I went back to the salesman. 
This time it was a Lotus Twin Cam 27 com: 
plying to the National Formula. I can't think 
why I bought It. Something else to do on 
Sundays, 1 suppose, instead of playing golf 
‘The first race was at a road circuit against 
McRae in the ex-Roy James Brabham, one 
other single seater and the rest sports cars. 
“At the first corner, I used the escape road 
and then drove up through the field to third, 


can’t think why | 
bought it. Something 
else to do on Sundays 
| suppose instead of 
playing golf” 


but I beat McRae in the other race. After 
six or seven races came the New Zealand 
Grand Prix against Stewart, Clark, Hill and 
Hulme and that lot. After the engine cut out 
in the morning race for the National Formula, 
they told me I couldn't go out in the Grand 
Prix because 1 was too slow, but I eventually 
persuaded them to let me run, and if I was too 
slow, they could black flag me. Well, I 
finished ninth and the fourth New Zealand 
driver in the race, and what a long race. But 
I even won some money!” That was in 196 
the first time Nicholson had even sat in a 
racing car. After a few more races, running 
behind Graeme Lawrence, Bert Hawthorne, 
ete, he realised it was no longer a sport for 
him and bought a year old Brabham BTS 
off Lawrence and he thought it was much 
better, winning three races. However, McRae 
built the first of his cars, and fitted some 


YBIIs. "Up ‘til then, I never knew anything 
about sorting,” says John. “We just used to 
blow up the tyres or iet them down depending 
on the handling. But McRae’s professionalism 
made me realise just how important it all 
was, and made me very dissappointed with 
my own effort. 

Meanwhile, on the business front, Nicholson 
was now in the biggest reconditioning shop in 
Auckland—" in the same position that I'm in 
now,” says John, However, the company 
changed hands to a public company and with 
anew management, John and half the other 
managers left and Nicholson decided to come 
to England to do Formula 3. He got the job of 
mechanic to Kiwi Roly Levis in Australia, first 
building FVAs, then to Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur, Japan’ and finally, on May 9, 1969, 
to Britain, “1 arrived with €30 in my pocket 
having bought a camera in Japan and been 
unable to sell the Brabham as the National 
Formula was now Formula Ford. I'd contacted 
a few friends in Britain concerning a job here 
and had written to Bruce MeLaren, but I'd 
never met him, nor knew who he was. 1 
arrived on the’ Thursday, went straight to 
Earls Court, into the Overseas Visitors Club, 


thought ‘this is bad news" and got out again 
before my feet could touch the ground. Mean: 
while, my friends had talked to Phil Kerr at 


McLarens and on the Saturday, 1 took the 
Green Line down to see McLaren, 1 went in 
round the back and two guys recognised me, 
Alan McCall and Jimmy Stone but there was 
this guy with his back to me. When I asked 
‘see Mr McLaren, he turned round and 
“I presume you're Mr Nicholson.’ Then 
he told me where the overalls were, but 1 
said that I was going to Brands Hatch the 
next day." That wasn’t too good an introduc 
tion for Nicholson for at Paddock during the 
F5000 event a Lotus piled so far into the 
bank that “you couldn't even see the guy he 
was so far inside the car. 
The year was spent building CanAm engines 
under ‘the supervision of George  Bolthof. 
‘Obviously I learnt a lot about fuel injection 
and racing engines, but I was disappointed 
not to be racing. We never knew what the 
engines were pushing out in bhp. We just ran 
them in on the track, although we got a basis 
at Charlie Luke's piace. Bolthof wanted to 
go back to the States at the end of the year, 
and suggested that we might set up an engine 
shop over there for the next season. We'd 
been flying the engines to and fro throughout 
the season, but we won the CanAm champion: 
ship. Then he suggested an engine shop in 
the States.” The idea formulated that John 
Nicholson would stay in Britain for the first 
part of the season of 1970, then cross the 
Atlantic to help Bolthoff in Detroit for the 
rest 
In fact, the season was one that they will 
mainly want to forget, for apart from 
Nicholson's work, there were trials, tribula- 
tions and disasters. To begin with, Nicholson 
built the initial ten engines for the series, 
and started testing them in McLaren MSDs 
and MSEs. "We would finish testing one 
engine on Friday, rebuild it on Saturday and 
Sunday, and then start testing it on Monday 
again.” But there were disasters In the 
McLaren team. First Denny was burnt at Indy 
during qualifying, and then Bruce McLaren 
killed a few days later at Goodwood. 
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Morale was not too good and Nicholson, who 
had done some of the testing at Goodwood and 
had been at Indianapolis, wrote to Teddy 
Mayer that he wanted to leave. He was stuck 
in Detroit, lonely with a lot of work to do (he 
rebuilt those ten engines four times each over 
the season) but in the end, with the last 
round of the championship, the CanAm series 
went to McLaren. 

When the season ended in November, 
Nicholson came home to hear that Cosworths 
were no longer willing to overhaul DFV 
Formula One engines. Tt was suggested that 
Nicholson would do the job, but still there 
was the desire to race, and still Nicholson 
could see no way how he could do both. “I'd 
never seen a DFV in my life,” said Nicholson. 
“TT pulled one apart and thought ‘I'd better 
g0 to Cosworths for a couple of days.’ There 
T was helped by Alan Peck and learnt by 
pulling them apart and putting them together 
With no knowledge, but the help of four good 
guys and a small piace, we set to work doing 
McLaren's DFVs. I had to supervise, and it 
took two weeks for one man to build an 
engine, They didn't give much bhp, about 
400 to 420, although suddenly we got a 440 
engine, 061, Denny's favourite. These freak 
engines turned up In many teams during the 
1971 season." They were well organised within 
four months, and the four men. helping 
Nicholson are mostly still with him: John 
Steenson, his current foreman, Clive Byfield, 
Eric Gaynor and Peter Hass, the former two 
still with Nicholson, the Iaiter with March, 

However, I could go racing now. I bought 
an ex-works March’ 702 off Dave Morgan, 
used his engine for a couple of races, but 
he had to take it back because he didn’t 
have one. I got most cf the engine from 
Pipers and raced throughout the year for a 
ttle over half the season, finally winning at 
Boxing Day Brands Hatch, the first. win In 
Britain for the March 702\and my first and 
last win at Brands Hatch "—until the Motor 
‘Show 200 ten days 
ha:fway through the 
the Yellow Pages championship and says that 
it wasn't a bad year for the DFVs either. 

The occupation was the same in 1972, still 
building DFVs, but on the racing scene, John 
got involved with Martin Slater. “ First of all 
T talked to McCall, but 1 didn’t have enough 
money, and then Jo Marquart but I. just 
missed a cheap Huron, Then Ray Stokoe from 

8 (now with Frank Williams) Intro 

to Slater." Martin Slater had built 
ling one for himself, but 

It bad all taken so long thar he now didn’t 
want to drive, so Nicholson took over. "I 
started racing’ from the first championship 
Face, in the wet, got involved with Johnny 
Blades’ Lotus 69\ and bent it. And I'd only 
written the cheque half an hour beforehand.” 
At first Nicholson thought the car terrible, 
‘and tried to put into practice lots that he'd 
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learnt from MeLarens, but because he didn’t 
really know the initial reasons, the remedies 
weren't always the right ones. “I had a win 
at Mallory on some Dunlop wets, even g 
some bonus money. I was still using the Piper 
and had a spare, at the same time doing the 
development work for Pipers. We finished 
third In the Yellow Pages championship using. 
the full width nose for the frst time, just 
pipping Bob Salisbury at Brands on the last 
race. We couldn't afford a new nose after 
bending the old one at Oulton the race before 
So We got one that Hulme hadn't liked on 
the McLaren. Most people didn’t lke It, but 
Of course, it's now what everyone has. 


“I pulled one apart and thought 
‘I'd better go to Cosworths 


for a couple of days’ 
phates nahin aS 

By the end of the season, Nicholson didn’t 
now what to do. He wanted a paore, serious 
facing ‘career and was dlecatited. with, le 
wages at MeLarens, It was probably « turning 
point, in his eareer ‘on BOW sides, First. he 
fuer Bruno Drury of Pinch Plant through’ Del 
Bennet. Bennet had bought a Huron snd* Bruno 
Sponsored it; He had 16 starts ang no finishes 
Bruno ‘had gor nothing ‘end. Bennet echoed 
fo retire, "Meanwhile Td written 150. letters 
for sponsorship and received 20 back sying 


Early days in the March 702 on his way to winning the Boxing Day Brands Hatch race 
in front of Tony Brise’s Brabham in the combined FA/F3 event 


John Nicholson in the Formula One Lyncar at Silverstone for the International Trophy race. 


* thanks, we'll remember you if anything turns 
up'."" As they watched the final Formula 
Atlantic race, Bruno said to John, “ We'll buy 
the winner,” for the coming season, ‘The 
winner was Tom Pryce In the Royale and 1 
said that we'd be better off with Lyncar, 
Servicing was easier and it cost less.” Drury 
was prepared to spend £X,000 a year, which 
astonished Nicholson, but at the end’ of the 
meeting, they shook ‘hands and that was it 
‘The next time they met, a the Boxing Day 
meeting at Brands in 1972, the transporter 
was painted in Pinch's colours, so was the car 
and there were Jackets for the team. Bruno 
was impressed, to the extent that It's rare to 
see him without his Pinch Plant jacket eith 

at a racing meeting or at home doing the 
gardening. 

‘On the business side, Nicholson's fortunes 
also took a turn, At the end of the season, 
he was approached by March with a too-g00d- 
to-be-true offer. “He wanted me to overhaul 
their BMWs in Chris Amon's old shop. There 
was a lot of bread involved and some Formula 
Two rides too. We went to. see the premises 
in Reading, and 1 didn’t believe it and refused 
it. 1 went’ back to McLarens determined to 
leave, go it alene and continue in Atlantic. It 
was a Saturday afternoon and when 1 got 
back, Teddy Mayer was at McLarens. 1 told 
him what I was going to do, but he wouldn't 
hear of it. We went to Phil Kerr's house that 
evening, and by the time I'd left, we had a 


“The winner was Tom 
Pryce in the Royale and 

| said that we'd be 

better off with the Lyncar” 


business contract to 
McLaren's DFVs as a separate busines 
found the Green Lane premises (in Hounslow) 
quickly and by the beginning of last year, we 
hhad got the business under way, with all my 
old guys with the exception of Hass, who In 
fact went to March.” 

With Bruno Drury's words that “You do 
not have to win, we're racing for enjoyment," 
ringing in his ears, John Nicholson went 
racing last year again with Lyncar, switchini 

four inches narrower 
than the previous car, and won the BP cham- 
pionship and came second in the Yellow Pages 
Series. “We should have won it but the front 
springs went soft causing locking up and the 
tension was a bit severe on me too at the 
last_meeting.” They won seven races last 
year while the new car won its first four 
races. Mechanic Roy Murnane, who ‘had 
turned up a number of times at race meeting: 
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Formula One announcement ; Nicholson is in the car, Slater, Murni 


was finally adopted as mechanic, Roy worked 
for some time with Slater last year, and was 
working with him on the Formula One car 
However, since then Slater has fallen out with 
the Nicholson set-up, "We offered. him 
premises, finance, wages, everything. He took 
the salary for a while but he doesn’t like 
reporting to people, and since the middle of 
the season, the car's been based here (Houns 
Tow), still with Roy In. attendance. 

This season has not been the easiest. Apart 
from the Formula One car adding to the team 
workload, Nicholson himself had more to deal 
with, There was a two-car Texaco Marlboro 
McLaren team and a single Yardley entry. The 
BDA scene, which he had helped to generate 
“don't ask’me why, we don’t need the work” 
—was picking up and they began to do some 
of Graham Hill's Embassy Lola team engines, 
& total of an 80 per cent work Increase 
"Physically, I'm worn out this year, although 
I feel better now. Furthermore, it's been & 
more competitive year. Being so busy, the car 
has lacked development, and we discovered 
that the front suspension wouldn't accept the 
latest rubber, so that we had to put on the Fl 
front suspension, otherwise it was too heavy 
with the complementary wheels. We needed & 


_ 
“During the race, the car 

fell to pieces, no brakes, we 
broke a shocker, it rattled 

and shook” 
——————__ 


Breater inset whegl and therefore revised the 
front suspension ‘like that on the Formula 
One. Once we did that, we took a first and 
second place immediately.” 

Nicholson had. an ment for some 
BDA engines with March as new cars were 
advertised with his engines, and midway 
through this season, March offered him one 
of their cars, in fact the ex-Coulon F2 car. 
“It was like a Rolls-Royce. My car rattles 
and shakes, but not so the March. It was 
very cramped to drive compared to the Lyncar 
with Its lower bodywork, and because it 
weighed too much with the F2 equipment, 
was slow in a straight line, but 1 was happy 
with my times and felt that'I could have done 
well with it. However, along came the Formula 
One, we already had the Atantic—it was too 
many cars and we agreed to send it back.” 

Meanwhile then, Nicholson was gradually 
pulling up his Formula Atlantic points, despite 
the strain on business and himself. When the 
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and Drury stand behind it 


Anal round came slong, he only had to Anish 
ahead of Jim Crawford and the champion 

was his. Despite their contretemps, Nicholson 
finished, although Jim was to retire and 
finished second in the series. Since then 
Nicholson has added to his three-victory tally 
for the season and as well as winning the 
Formula Atlantic series with John Player, he 
Is In contention for the Southern Organs 
series too. For three of the last four meetings 
he has been on the front row, with times 
quicker than those of arch rivals Dave Morgan 
and Alan Jones, These two might be sald to 


be the Brave Men of the Formula, which 
Nicholson says the Formula lacks. "It's a g00d 
Formula and should be good for developing 


drivers, but lacks the sort of brave driving 
that Formula One team managers seem to be 
looking for.” 

At the same time as doing his Atlantic 
championships, Nicholson has had other 
drives. In last year’s Springbok series, he w: 
to share a Crowne Racing Lola with Eddie 
Keizan for the whole series, until it was cut 


Nicholson sits in the de Cadenet during @ pit stop at Le Mans this year. 


short. “I thought the car soft and it seemed 
to roll a lot, possibly because of the fuel at 
the sides, but we were second quickest 
in front’ of Hailwood and. Chariton. 
During the race, the car fell to pieces, no 
brakes, we broke a shocker, it rattled and 
shook. But we finished second," At Le Mans, 
Nicholson shared the de Cadenet DFV with 
Chris Craft. “This was much better and kept 
good all the time. The Le Mans circuit is 
fantastic, really big, but the car was exhaust 
Ing to drive because of the castor set-up for. 
the straight. I said ‘if you want a little fellow 
lke me to survive, you've got to lessen the 
castor ’ and although they did to some extent, 
it was still really tiring during the last few 
twists before the pits.” Ultimately, after an 
excellent showing, the suspension broke on 
Nicholson early in the morning on the pit 
straight and the race was run, 

As well as these races and cars, John hi 
tested a number of MeLarens, including the 
M25, M23 and the Formula Two car which he 
neariy bought for Atlantic. He's especially 
fond of the F5000 car, which he really rates 
and mourns its current resting place at 
McLarens with a writ attached, For the future, 
Nicholson is divided. He has a. thoroughly 
ood business, and success in motor sport. He 
has sponsors’ for Formula One with Bruno 
Drury, tentative Formula Two, and Formula 
Atlantic with Pinch again. "I'd like to sell 


the little car, and get Bruno together with a 
sponsor to do a joint season in Fi, but Bruno 
won't hear of it until It begins to hurt his 


awn pocket,” says Nicholson. At the same 
time, the New Zealander, who has so much 
expertise wrapped up In motor racing, would 
like to learn a little more about the world 
and its happenings. Development money from 
McLarens is currently flowing through his 
hands on the way to a short stroke DFV 
engine which has cost a lot already and 
hasn't run, and while the very beet of DFVs 
would power his Fl car, and he has his own 
Ideas as to what is involved, he Is still ina 
quandary as to what he would really like 
to do. 

Such a man is in a lucky position, but It 
is the usual devotion and hard work to any 
rade or sport which allows him to get there. 
At the same time, he is in the happy position 
as controller of his own destiny, with the 
doors of motor racing open to him, and one 
of the most fascinating jobs in the sport 
currently holding his attention. Whether It is 
possible to do both will shortly become 
parent, but perhaps John Nicholson needs 
a relaxing winter to ponder his future and 
decide which way Is the path for him, 
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Escort Group Il Shelt £900 
Very special, new for 74 


Cepri Rear Window 
Uouvres—Sale price 2 


Bilstein Racing Shock 
Absorbers. Race and Rally 
New and Secondhand Offers 


Crown Wheel and Pinions most 
ratios £22.75 retail 
All less 334% 


Ford Escort Racing Front Disc 
Belis for F.l Discs £20 


Secondhand Racing Seat 
Harnessos £3 0% 


1 1980 cc 1974 BDA Racing Engine 
5 hours’ running only 
£500 off list price £2800 


Ex Team Broadspeed Foam Fuel 
inks, various types and 
capacities—trom 5 


3 2-itre BDA RHD Racing 
Exhaust Manifolds 
To clear £55 


Many Cibie Lamps to clear 
List less 60% 

10 sets secondhand 3-litre V6 
Capri Standard Pistons 


BOA—ZF/Taunus Axle Rally 
Propshafts, one month only 
£18.80 each 


BDA parts as follows 
Pair SCA 6 Cosworth Cams 

Pair DAI Cosworth Cams 

Pair Development Broadspeed Cams 
3 pairs Cosworth LI Cams 

Pax Fi secondhand Cosworth Cams 
1 only BD3 Inlet Cam 


for yourself, 


unsold.) 


ZF/Weslake, etc, Fuel Tanks, Rollover Bars, Shells, 


HOURS OF OPENING: Saturday, 


BROADSPEED 


Group !1 Capri Shel! £750 
Totally complete and painted 


Road Rally and Race £12.90 
Camshafts. Retail price 

£16.80 and £18.50 each 

(No trade, individuals only) 


Many 5} J Steel Ford Rims 
with and without tyres 


Ex Team Broadspeed Minilite 
Rims with or without new 
and used tyres 


6 Sets Ford Stee! 


Main Caps £8 sot 
5 Lockheed and Girling 
Servos £1.50 each 


Many fibreglass Escort Boot 
and Bonnet Panels, new and 
secondhand 


£2 ach 


2 “ Broadspeed" Escort 
Car Covers 


6 Pairs 350 ib Progressive 
Race Front Race Springs, 


Escort, to suit Bilstein 
Front Struts 

Escort Front Grilles 

NEW £150 each 


20 Standard Capri Water Pumps 
Escort Group ll Oil Tanks 


Boot Mounted. To clear £19 each 


Race Escort Lola T70 Wiper 
Motors Offer 
2 SuperVee Starter Motors 


Brand new £2 each 


There are literally thousands of spares available, mostly Ford, far too numerous to mention. Other parts being sold are as follows: 
ZF Gearboxes and spares, Bracing Bars, LHD Rack and Pinions, Oil Pumps, Bell Housings ZF/BDA, ZF/Capni 3 Litre, ZF/RS2600, 
new and used Engine Spares and Race Engine Components, Come and see 


Sunday. 


Major items over £200 may be reserved by telephoning Chris Bodsworth on 092-681 31 91 
before 5.30 p.m., Thursday, November 7, 1974. (Note, all parts on sale, subject to being 


BROADSPEED 


BROADSPEED LTD.SOUTHAMWARKS. 
TELEPHONE SOUTHAM 3191 


November 9, 1974 
November 10, 1974 10.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 


1850cc BDA Long £1700 
Distance Engine, Ideal 
Group Il ETC 


1 1098 cc BMC Sprite 
Engine, H/Comp "S" Cam £100 ono 
Double V/Springs, ete 


Hundreds of Racing Coil 
Springs, various rates and 


types, new ‘and used, from £1 each 


All stocks of new and used 

Racing Tyres to be sold. 

All mixes, compounds end types 
Firestone and Dunlop, etc, from £5 


1 complete latest spec 
SuperVee Racing Engine 
in component form £350 


Krooklock Safety Device £1 each 
5 Lucas Special Racing 
Dynamos £6 each 


To suit 25 V6 Capri Engine 
Crank, Carb, Pistons and 
Distributor 


The following Weslake Capri 
Race Engine Spares 

Sump, Oil Pump, Fuel Pump, 
Toothed Belts, 6 Packs Main 

and Big End Bearings, Water 
Pump Pulley, Clutch Release 

Arm, Race Distributor, Cam 
Followers, High Capacity Water 
Pump, Head Gaskets, Sets of 
Valve Springs. Injectors, Twin 
Piate Clutch Front Cover and 
Water Pump, Pair Rocker Covers, 
Pair Weslake Cylinder Heads, 
Slide Assembly Cam Drive Wheel, 
etc ete 


9,00 a.m.-6.00 p.m. 
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BROADSPEED 


OFFER FOR rea 


aa 


Il Capri bodyshell, Ford works pattern, fully est Escort bodyshell ever. Built by, Broad- 
Gohtuned wihin FIA reyulatone, fiaty_senpthenes fengthened, all pick up points for 
includes wheel arch panels. trailing Rink pick-up points Wists eae ened abr Teer ete foce 

Painted. Offers in the region of £760. 


Shell fitted with, roll, over ial inner rear Shell to. be finalised with customers own selection 
wheel arch panels. The Shalt “itselt ia. a, "specially ‘of wheel arch panels, either steel or aluminium or 
Buin ‘shell made for us by Ford Motor Co Ltd fibrogiass. Price around £900. 


THEIR TWO HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL 1974 
CASTROL ANNIVERSARY CHAMPIONSHIP 
TRIUMPH DOLOMITE SPRINT r y aye 


RACING SALOONS 


£4000 each 
c/w NORMAL RACING SPARES 


Enquiries to: 
R. D. BROAD or 
E. MANDLEY 


BROADSPEED 


BROADSPEED LTD.SOUTHAM .WARKS. 
TELEPHONE SOUTHAM 3191 
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The two front runners of the American F5000 scene, Mario And 


PROFILE 


The last American hero? 
MARIO ANDRETTI talks to DOUG NYE 


At Mosport we had a little rev problem, and were overwinged, but we hung in there for 
seventh, Here we've learned a little more. We were geiting it all to work for us until that 
pump died on the start, and we got disqualified, Bu racing, you know. . . . Hopefully 
We can make it a better car yet, and rei to be here again in Formula 1, (t 


really is. It’s the Coroughbred of racing, you know it’s the top. * "Mario Andretti, 
Watkins Glen, October 1974. 
T took a litle under four minutes for Mario despite an intermittent fuel system fault 


Andretti to make himself an 
cise he took 3 m 46.63 5, pel 
Van Lines Special round Indianap 


ce. To be pre. afflicting his car. He lay with the leaders 
his. De from the start, hounding Rufus Parnelli Jones 
all che way until che race drew towards its 


pole position and set new fourlap and one- dramatic finish. Clark rushed home to win 
Tap qualifying speed records, first time owt for Lotus and Ford, nearly two minutes ahead 
on the Speedway of Jones’ year-old Lotus which was in deep 


ine years ago, in 1965, and until 
"en just another “successful 


young kid from the dirt tracks, full of appa: 


trouble. 
Tt was running low on fuel, and with 
Andretti just 20-seconds astern, “Parnelli” 


Dotenial in his first few USAC Cham- dared mc stop to top-up. On the last lap 
pionship races, but yet to deliver the goods. Jones zig-zagged his faltering car across the 

‘As he pulled his. bulbous white “Ford: line, just managing to wash the last remaining 
powered car into the Indy pit lane the crowd dregs of fuel into the pick-up pipes, to hold 


Foared themselves hoarse at his performance 
Bur the wiry 25-year-old Italian immigram 
was already looking over his shoulder. Jimmy 
Clark followed him out onto the Speedway 


off Andre:ti by just six seconds. 

So the mercurial Rookie was third in his 
Indianapolis debut, winning a well-deserved 
Stark & Wetzel Rookie of the Year award 
‘and he turned in four consecutive laps over and also being voted Driver of the Year by 
160 mph zo steal Andretsi’s pole position and the Hoosier Auto Racing Fans. They knew 
his records. At the end of the day A.J. Foyt what they were talking abou:. He ended the 
hhad taken top qualifying honours, and Mario season by winning the USAC National Cham- 
was fourth quickest, bumped back to the  pionship, and he repeated this feat the fol- 
inside of the second row by Dan Gurney. lowing year. 

in the race, his first "500", the tough little Since then Mario Andretti has become Incer- 
man from Nazarech, Pa, drove like a veteran, _nationally-acknowledged as one of the most 
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a a eC LU 


i and Brian Redman lead Brett Lunger at Mid-Ohio 


Mario Andretti, born of Italian descent but 
one of America’s superstars none the less. 
versatile and capable race drivers of all time. 


He has won on dirt and paved ovals: he has 

wen stock car races on the high-banked Super- 

Speedways of the American deep south: he 
= won on road circuits in Championship 
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Despite proving the fastast runner in the Stateside F5000 races with his Vel’s Parnelli Viceroy 


Lola T932, Andretti didn’t win the title 


in the long-distance sports car classics, in 
Formula 5000 and in Formula 1. In 1969 he 
finally won the prestigious Indy 500", and in 
1971 he won the South African Grand Prix. 

Now he is back in Formula 1, driving for 

that now far-off Indiana- 
His brand-new 
rarnelll VPJ4 
made its debut in “Super-Wop’s” hands in the 
Canadian GP, and he perched i briefly on 
pole position for the United States GP at the 
Glen. Vel Miletich and Parnelli Jones now 
hhave their team poised to tackle a full World 
‘Championship season next year, and after their 
sadly spoiled Warkins Glen performance, they 
obviously mean busines 

1 found Andretti in the Kendall Tech Centre 
‘at the Glen after the Grand Prix's first practice 
sessions had ended. He had set fastest time, 
The car was on pole overnight, and there was 
no mistaking the heart-warming cosy glow 
‘around the Vel’s Parnebli work bay. 

‘The Tech Centre at the Glen is a great 
gloomy barn of a place, fenced off into a 
series of bays with a spectator-packed aisi 
dawn the centre. They pay a dollar a time to 
pack into the place for a close-up look at 
‘the great cars and great names of the day. 
‘The place is reminiscent of any English coun- 
try cown's covered cattle market, but here 
the all-porvasive pong is one of synthetic rub- 
ber, oil and cleaning fluid, instead of sh 
you know what. 

He's a deceptive characcer; small in stature, 
but broad-shouldered and powerfully built. 
He's @ big man in attainment, and he wears 
his competitive nature like a’ badge. It's as 
unmistakable as the Ferrari escutchean which 
he still wears proudly on his Firestone jacket. 

Motor racing was just starting its final 
pre-war season, confined to Italian territory, 
when Mario and Aldo Andretti were born as. 
twins on February 28, 1940. Father was a 
farmer, and the family had seven farms in 
Istria, around Trieste where the Adriatic bites 
lthe division between Italy and Yugoslavia. At 
the end of the war the Andrettis’ land was 
swallowed by a political settlement with 
‘Yugoslavia. The family wanted to say Kalian 
as the border was adjusted, so they aban- 
doned their heritage to the ‘new communist 
state and joined thousands of refugees mov- 
ing westward. 

‘Andretti is matter-of-fact about what must 
have been at first a confusing and later a 
bitter experience for a young kid. “We loft 
Montona in 1948, and lived in a refugee camp 
‘at Lucce—it's near Pisa—for the next seven 
years. Yeah, it was cough. There we 
twenny-seven families all living in one bi 
room, about the size of this,” he said, waving 
hig hand at the Tech Centre's wails. 

"Jt was in Lucca that Aldo and I started 
hanging around the local garage. The guy 


AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 31. 1974 


who ran it had ambitions for his son in rac 
ing. bought a Stanguellini and kind of pushed 
him into it. We were only around virteen or 
Afteen, and we used to help around and just 
scaked up the racing atmosphere. I remember 
there was one really great day, we went to 
Medena to pick up a °S3 Ferrari for the Mille 
Miglia, the’ was a great thing. 

“We had an uncle, he was a priest, called 
Ghersa Quirino, and'I guess he sympathised 
with cor ent'usiasm, He bought us a 175 cc 
MV motoreycle, without our parents knowing, 
‘and we raised hell with that around Lucca— 


Mario at work. 


all these little tight streets and alleys you 
know, it was che ideal training ground. We 
really loved motorcycle road racing” (expan- 
sive gesture with the hands)“. any kind 
of road racing, and then we had great aspira- 
tions to get property involved sometime.” 

The family had relations already living in 
Nazareth, Pennsylvania, and they acted as 
sponsors to help Mario's folks emigrate there 
in the late fifties. By that time Mario and 
Aldo had driven their firs: motor races in an 
85-horsepower Stanguellini-Fiat FJ car, and 
they came to America hoping that at’ least 
fone thing would not have changed much in 
their new life. 

They were in luck. Three days after arriv- 
ing in Nazareth they heard the rumble of 
modified stock cars racing on a nearby track: 
“We got over there quick as we could, We 
looked. at the people driving and at the cars 
they drove and thought ‘hey, this looks easy,” 
and that was that..." 

The twins had an uncle, Louis Messenlehner 
the was German, you know, on my mother’s 
side. . .") who helped them to learn the 
language and, clandestinely so thelr parents 
would not suspect, to put together a modified 

ck car of their own, 

it was an old '48 Hudson, Marshall Teague 
had been king in those cars until he was 
killed the year before we got started, but 
his folks and mechanics gave us all ‘their 
know-how on spring-races and shockers; It 
was pretty much unknown sophisticated stuff 
at that time. 

“You had to be 21 before you could race 
in America, and we were only 17, but Les 
Young who was a newspaper editor on the 
Nazareth Key helped camouflage our date of 
birth and we got in there, Aldo won the first 
race from staring at the back. We won our 
first three events, you know, we were quite 
successful all through our stock car days, . .." 
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‘They had’ some low notes, as when in 
their first season (1958) Aldo gat the Hudson 
our of shape and crashed heavily during a 
race @: Hatfield, Pa, He suffered concussion, 
and Mario had a hard time convincing Papa 
that Aldo had accidentally fallen off the Gop 
of a truck whi‘e watching the racing. 

Unfortunately Aldo was never again to be 
quite such 9a acccmplished nacural driver as 
his brocher, and aller tying hard in midget and 
Sfeint cars, he sustained severe head injuries 
through crashing a sprinter in 1969, and 
hasn't raced since. Today he lives in Indiaa- 

Do's, Funs a ccuple of Andretti Firestone eyre 
ssiores, and accompanes his brother to mos of 
his races, 

Tn 1958, ‘59 and 60 Mario won over twenty 
mcdified stock events, and in 1961 moved into 
‘scene on the URC Sprint Car 
cireu't. ld enough to race legally, 
but had come problems making the transi- 
“I just didn’: know which way that car 
join’ to go.” He ran with URC until the 
middie of 1962, when he began driving Mid- 
gas in ARDC 

T: was a rough and tumble schoolroom, of a 
type simply non-existent in Europe, which 
provided a staggering amount of race experi- 
@nce; "I did 107 races in 1963, you know. 


In Midge:s you can regularly do 80 races on 
up each year, Sometimes we'd do t'ree races 
‘a week, and on Labour Day "63 1 won three 
Faces in two meetin's! Today just physically 
you can't do that, but those Midgets really 
Were the most constructive racing I've ever 
done. I tell you, you never run closer than 
in Midgets. You'd have 45-50 cars to qualify 
for only 18 places in the Final, and winning 
in Midgets can’ give tremendous satisfaction. 
T'really felt I was accomplishing something.” 

He drove an Offy-powered Midget for Bill 
and Ed Mataka tha: season, and early in 1964 
he jcined the United Staves Auto Club to get 
into Championship racing, to tackle the big- 
time. 

“That had been my goal since I started in 
sprints, you know. When you're just starting 
you gcva set your aims high: unreasonably 
high at the time, and you just gctta get out 
and get after them. You tell yourself to do It,” 
a shake of the head, "Shit, you just tell your- 
self there things, you know. . « .” 

Mario's first’ Champicnship race was at 
Trenton, NJ. in, March '64, and it wan't too 
happy @ debut, “I was like a fish cut of water. 
I'mean I spun three times. 1 tell you, I just 
felt incapable! Those paved tacks were hard 
to drive at first. I was used to banging my 
Sprint car out and tossing it around. In com- 
pariscn those roads‘ers were a son of bitch, 
you had to drive ‘em like readin’ a 
needle... .” 

‘The story goes that Mario visited Indy that 
year; just a 24-year-old dirt track driver soak- 
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‘Andretti’s re-entry into Fl with a Parnelli Fl car has been quite an eye opener. 


ing up the Speedway’s carefully manufactured 
mystique fcr the first time. But he wasn’ 
Overawed by the place. He was wandering 
around Gasoline Alley locking for a drive. 

He Icoked cut Al Dean's veteran crew chief 
CEnt Brawner, who had just los his driver 
when Chuck Hulse was seriously injured in a 
sorin crash earlier that momh. Rufus Grey, 
who owned the sprint car Andretti was driv- 
ing at the time, introduced his young protégé 
and tried co talk him into Brawner’s Dean 
Van Lines roadster. When he mentioned that 
Maxo raced sprint cars, Brawner's sun-sensi- 
tive eck apparently reddened, he bawled 
“Goddammit, sprint’s a dirty word in this 
garage,” and tossed the hopeful applicants 
‘Out of the door! 

‘But Brawner had heard of Andre‘ti’s pro- 
wess from other sources, and a month later 
he watched Mario drive at Terre Haute and 
offered him the Dean drive, more or less as 
feial until Hulse recovered. The compact 
Italian jumped at the chance ; “In major 
racing 1 figured there were only a few cut- 
fits worth driving for that were going £0 pro- 
duce a winner. I considered Dean one of 
these, so I ought maybe I'm gettin’ into 
somethin’ good. od 

He drove the Dean Van Lines Special in 


~ aes 


‘he last ight Championship races of the "64 
season, was third in the Milwaukee ‘200° and 
neeched sufficient poirrs for 11th in the 
Champicnship standings. He drove in 20 sprint 
races, was third in the standings and high- 
lighted wich victory in the Jce James-Pat 
O'Connor Memorial 100-lapper at Salem. 

‘The 1965 USAC big car season opened at 
Phoenix, Arizona, where Mario punched 
Dean's lightweight roadster into the lead 
ahead of all the Lovus-based rear-engined cars. 
‘Then Johnny Rutherford spun in front of 
him and set him back to finish sixth. 

Meanwhile Clint Brawner had done a deat 
woh Jehn Zink, owner of the first Brabham 
Indy car, 20 copy i and build two updated 
Ford V8:powered replicas; one for the Dean 
team and one for Zink’s. The car was built, 
‘and had scarcely turned a wheel before 
Andretti ran it so successfully at Indy. He 
wers there with a second place at Trenton 
Under his belt, and his fearless performance 
at the Speedway, swooping up within inches 
of the retaining wall out of the high-speed 
turns, finally made his name. It was Mario's 
psycho'cgv which was righ. 

“indy was, and is, a big myth in every- 
body's mind, All the old-timers chere look at 
ya and say ‘OK kid, don't get too cocky. 
this is Indy.” So you think about it and you 
sit down and then you think ‘Shit, I'm not 
gonna ge: psyched. This is just a speedway 
ike any other.’ So you get prepared and you 
gett right and you do it right. Indy is 
Special because everybody knows about R— 


you can't do things there quietly—buc other- 
wise the Indy thing is a myth. What's more 
difficuk on the Championship circuit? I tell 
you, Trenton's more difficult now. It's 14- 
miles and they've got a right-hand dogleg 
curve in the back-stretch. That dogieg’s a pig 
‘cos the cars can't be setup for it. You've 
eta be so right through there. . . 

‘After his third place at Indy, which earned 
him $42,500, Mario won the Hoosier Grand 
Prix, was secend in five more. races and won 
the USAC Championship with 3,110 points. It 
had been his firs: full season, and he was 
the Rookie Champion. He was only 25 years 
old. 

In 1966 he won the title again, winning 
eight of the 15 qualifying races outright. At 
Indy he qualified squarely cn pole position 
with a new four-lap average of 165.899 mph, 
and a cne-lap record of 166,238 mph. He led 
for the firs: 16 laps until sidelined by valve 
trouble ¢o be classified a sorry 18th. Other- 
wise his domination was oi 

Versatility is Andresti's 
never retired from ‘any form of racing,” he 
says, and early in 1967 he made his debut in 
NASCAR racing. taking on a Holman and 
Moody Ford Fairlane in the magic Daytona 


177 mph, but It was nothing 
startling. Then late in practice his red and 
grey Fairlane stormed around at 182 mph 
and some af the sceptical NASCAR faithful 
took a second look at the little man from 


with Fred 
Andretti who stormed home 

‘the first USAC and first 
non NASCAR driver to do so. “Mis said that 
Kate Firestone was astonished by the man, 
“Look at tim, he's so teensyl,” she sald. 
The Detroit News commented sagely, "He's 
toughsy and fastsy too...” 

Road racing was the next field to con- 
quer. Mario tyad run a NART Ferrari in the 
Sebring 12-Hours the previous year, but a 
tragedy-darkened run ended in 
For "67 he was paired with Bru 
in the prototype 7-litre Ford Mark IV, and 
they won. Next day he 
ning another 500-mile stock car race’ until 
repeated tyre blow-outs snuffed-out his drive 
against the wall 

‘At Le Mans he was paired with Lucien 
Bianchi, and their big Ford was running in 
second ‘place in the small hours when the 
Belgian ‘brought it in for refuelling and a 
routine brake pad change. It was then that 
Mario had one of his biggest frights; "The 
pads went in backwards and cracked the 
disc. As I braked dawn Into the Esses, right 
‘out of the pits, they just jerked the ‘wheel 
out of my hands and the bitch car bit just 
about everything. I got to the gide of the 
road when Roger McCluskey appeared, 
thought I was still in the wreck and smashed 
up trying to avoid it. Then Jo Schlesser 
game over the tap and smashed his Ford as 
well oh, what a bitch that was...” 

Indy that year had Andretti on pole tor 
the second time, but he was out of the race 
when the right front wheel parted company, 
He won seven Championship rounds and 
was leading the Rex Mays race at Riverside 
with only three laps to go when a stop Tor 
fuel cost him victory, and what would have 
been his hatarick of National titles. Instead, 
A. J. Foyt topped the ratings. 

In December Al Dean died, and Andretti 
took over the racing stable himself, still with 
Chint Brawner and Jim McGee preparing the 

hampionship cars. Indy was a disaster as 
he started from row two and became the 
first’ retirement after only two laps, with 
engine trouble. He fought back in the rest 
Of the series, winning three times and placed 
fecond 11 times. But the Riverside race cost 


him the title again, this time to Bobby Unser, 
by only 11 points. 
On road circuits, he had driven for Alfa 
Romeo at Dayton: 
Gi 


and then Colin Chapman 
Leaf Team Lotus drive in 
ruled out 


event to do within 24 hours, but at Watkins 
Glen he shook everybody by taking pole 
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wise TEN 


the series. 


BLUE CIRCLE 
MODSPORTS 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Congratulations to Bob Jarvis 
for winning outright and 
to Pat Longhurst 2nd in class 


Many thanks to all other 
competitors and friends who have 
made the series so enjoyable 


From Adrian Evans and all at 


DAVRIAN DEVELOPMENTS LTD. 
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Our 1974 Formula Ford Champion! 


Congratulations Richard Morgan 
Our thanks to the BARC for their organisation throughout 


WELLA Fork MEN 


SHAMPOOS - DRESSING » SPRAY 
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CHELMSFORD 64111 


position in his first Formula 1 race. Ir all 
fell apart when the cars nosecone fell to 
bits and its clutch failed. 


Then came 1969, backing from Andy 
Granatelli and STP and a first win in the 
Indy “500.” During practice Mario crashed 
very heavily in the Lotus 64, and he raced 
his ancient Hawk-Ford. “It was just a spare 
car you know, not even cleaned-off since 
Hanford. It had just two days practice and 
was never out of third. I had to back-off in 
the race, it showed 260-degrees oil temper- 
ature, but we won. It was the first time 
it_was very satisfying.” 

He went on to win eight more races and 
his third Championship. A works Ferrari ride 
into second place at Sebring meant a lot to 
him and with a brutish McLaren-Ford he 
struggled manfully to two good CanAm sports 
car placings. 

Meanwhile he had great faith in four-wheel 
drive, and Colin Chapman pinned his 
Formula 1 hopes on the American's faith 
Unfortunately, "... it was worth a try, but 
it proved absolutely’ not worthy of road’ rac- 
ing. ‘Tyre development solved the traction 
problem, and anyway the car's straightaway 
speed was down. In a high-speed corner the 
things were just fantastic, which ts why they 
worked at Indy, but otherwise, no way...” 

At the Nurburgring Mario had a short 
German GP. “I'd never practised with full 
tanks, an’ then I got a good start and was 
up with thom. But the thing was bottoming 
fon the bumps and then up over that Flugplatz, 
It bottomed so bad, 1 caught a wheel on the 
catch fence and took it off, I didn’t crash, 
L just slid to @ stop but then Vic Elford came 
over in that MoLaren and hit the wheel. He 
rolled upside down over a drop and 1 went 
down and held the car up off his arm on 
my shoulder and resched in and knocked th 
Switches off. Poor guy, I felt kind of 1 

sible, but what can you do, you know ? 

In 1970 Mario was back in a Ferrari, this 
time @ 512 in which he helped Vaccarella 
‘and Glunel to win at Sebring. The Granatellis 
backed him in the ill-conceived McNamara 
Champlonship car and in a similarty 
unsuccessful Formula 1 March. He was fifth 
in the National Championship, which for 
him was a big fall 

Then came the Formula 1 signing with 
Fe for 1971. “I enjoyed that no end. It 
was something I had dreamed of since 1 
was a kid at Lucca, and when I won in 
South Africa it was the most satisfying 


Andretti has driven in all types of racing car and for almost every wor! 


thing I'd ever achieved. Psychologically ft 
was a very great thing. and the win at 
Ontario was good too because those cars 
were the real toroughbreds. It's who you 
beat that matters—I'l take wins any way 
they come—but to be in front of Stoowart 
both times was great. 

‘That season was his fast with the 
Granateltis (“I'm still personally good 
friends with Andy, but I couldn't agree with 
the way things were done there ‘those 
brothers, you know? ... "). He was put out 
of Indy in an early four-car crash, and 
second at Trenton was this best finish of 
the year. He was ninth in the point stand- 
ings, and Weft the STP fold to join Vel 
Miletich and Parnell Jones for 1972. “That 
Vel.” he says, indicating the big-built greying 
Californian motor dealer smiling happily be- 
side his Formula 1 car, “he's such an 
ent'usiast you can't believe i. I wanna race 
and be competitive and that's why I joined 
Vel's—they're 200 per cent. 

‘The Maurice Phillippe-designed Viceroy 
‘Special which Mario drove was not as com- 
Petitive as had been hoped. “* But the biggest 
problem with the car was its big build-up. 
First time we ran we had news people 
crawling all over it, and when at wasn't 
quite right we got ail the crap, you know, 
T could've killed that PR man!” 

Most of Mario's winning that season was 
with the Ferrari sports car team, partnering 
Jacky Ickx, for they took the Daytona, 
Sebring and Brands Hatch Championship 
rounds. “I enjoyed that long-distance racing, 
it disciplines you to go quick without 
destroying the car." while in USAC "I ted 
nearly every race only to blow engines. We 
had a piston problem. That was ex- 
pensive ‘at Indy where Mario's detuned 
car was fifth at 190 laps only to run out 
of fuel _and be placed eighth, Team-mate Joe 
Leonard ran his identical Samsonite Special 
more slowly and gained in reliability to win 
the Championship, 

‘The "73 season saw Vet's Parnelli using re- 

in which Andretti won 

‘and seta world's 


early on at Trenton, 
Glosed circui: outright tap record at Texas 
World Speedway. Thereafter fortunes again 
took a dive, in European eyes #t seemed as 


though Andretti was running out of 
we didn't hear much of him any more. 

‘Then in April this year he shared the 
winning Alfa Romeo in the Monza 1,000 kms, 
at the seat of Italian motor racing. That must 


team. 


have meant a fot? “Yeah, tha was OK, but 
i was sports cars, and who did we beat? 
The Grand Prix 
Parnelli car“... would be different... ."" 

‘The "74 Parnelli USAC car put in just one 
race, at Trenton, where Mario put it on pole 
‘and led unsil the engine failed. Vel's Parnelli 
Wheeled a Formula 5000 Lola into their 
Torrance, workshops, and Mario 
took out on to the American Championship 
road circuits, winning at Elkhart Lake, Wat- 
kins Glen and Riverside 

“On a road oirouit Mario is as sharp as 
ever," they said, and when it came to the 
team's Grand Prix debut with their brand- 
new “four inch lower Lotus 72” he proved 
it 


Five-thousand has become good racing,” 
he says reflectively, "and lucrative too, with 

000 for the races, and 
000 for a win, But that Brian Red- 
man, you know, he has been really tough com- 
petition, fantastically quick. Jim Hall's 
Operation too, they're tough. But It's good 
practice for Formula 1, and this is where 
T wanna be. 1 figure I'm not getting any 
younger, and I'm trying to do it seriously 
now. Next year I'm gonna do Formula 1, 
5000 and the three S00.mile track races, I 
guess that's enough. 

‘Andretti is married, has two sons and a 
small daughter, and still lives in Nazareth 
Where ‘they have named a street (Victory 
Lane) in fais honour! His Bast Fl race previous 
{© the Vel's Parnelli venture was the Glen 
in '72, when his Ferrari was placed sixth and 
at least some of the fans reca‘led that 

While we were talking a teenaged kid came 
bursting in, eyes aflame with enthusiasm. 
“Hey, Mario, I'm looking for ya, man. You 
racin’’ this afternoon? What ya drivin’? Ya 
Grivin’ Lotus? Ya drivin’ Ferrari?” etc, otc, 
Andretti's matural reaction was“ thanks, but 
excuse us, we're talking hi slow! 
changing to muted irritation as the kid's 
Ignorance showed. He eventually backed off 
moaning “Hey Mario, man, 1 wi 
for ya, man lookin" for yi 
swallowed up in the crawd. Andretti turned 
his powerful shoulders, brown eyes darkened; 
“That kinda thing bugs the hell outa me," 
he snorted, "but I guess he's got ent'usiasm,’ 
and his tanned face creased into a grin, 
Maybe he was thinking where bis 

ent'ustasm” has put him ‘and next 
season he's going to be running hard to 
improve on that. 
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Max Stewart stroked his Lola home to anot! 


CALDER GOLD STAR 


7 win and @ comfortable championship lead. 


Stewart near the target 


Can anyone beat Max Stewart? That's the 
question competitors and critics alike are 
Asking themselves after another walkover 
in the third round of the 
‘Championship “ Gold Star” 
near Melbourne, on October 20. 
pole-setting 


at Calder, 
Unimpressed by Kevin Bartlett’ 
practice speed. Stewart drove his Lola T330 


to victory In both S0km heats with seconds 
In hand, Bartlett was again second on aggre- 
gate, fighting odd-size rear tyres through both 
heats trying to keep the Tasman runner-up 


(Ansett Elfin MRS), who astounded observers 
In practice by taking second fastest time, and 
drove better than he has done for years to 
finish fourth in the first heat with a broken 
Dushrod and third in the second. Rounding 
‘Off an appallingly thin field of F5000s was 
Cooper's team-mate Phil Moore, fourth overall 
with a third and fourth placing in the hi 
Jon Davison failed to start both he: 
the clutch shaft of his Matich AS0 broke on 


the warm-up lap of heat one. Current 
champion John MeCormack again fell foul of 
bad luck, this time seeing all chances of 


retaining his title disappear. His Ansett Elfin 
ML6-Leyland had been rebuilt after its high 
speed accident at Surfers’ Paradise last month 
and wasn’t ready until early race morning, 
when after a few bedding-in laps the forward, 
Suspension-carrying subframe collapsed to run 
MeCormack's race before he had even got 
to the grid! 

Just when we all thought 1974 was going 
to be one of those rare halycon "Gold Star 
years, things went bad at Calder. Certain 
crowd drawer, Bathurst winner John Goss, was 
Still celebrating his production touring car 
Classic. win and withdrew. his Matich. A\ 
entry mid-week, and then Johnnie Walker 
announced his Lola T330-Repco would not be 
ready. Walker was still frantically trying to 
rebuild the wrecked car after its Surfers 
wipeout, and had flown in a new T332 tub 
to hang the Repco-Holden engine and T330 
bits on. 

Although the small one mile Calder track 
is no stranger to F5000s (its 1972 $25,000 
Repco Birthday Series had a lot to do with the 
upsurge in interest in the class), this was 
the first time a "Gold Star” round was held 
here. Despite its length, the track is a 
power circuit, with two long straights where 
speeds up to'150 mph are recorded and only 
one left hand comer. Frank Matich’s 
outright lap record, set in 1972, of 39.7 s 
was expected to fall in practice, but once 
‘again the clock watchers were disappointed. 
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Bartlett, fresh from 
Bathurst ‘and possibly 
before his Pukehohe 
his Chesterfield Lola 
three-tenths ahead. of 
constructor really set the pundits on their 
with the time and proved to Garrie’s 
tors that he still has alot of 
as a top race driver left. For years his prob. 
has been. preparation of his own cars 
paration of customer and team cars 


co-driving Goss at 
in. better form. than 
cident, won pole in 
T332 with a 402 s 
Cooper. The Eifin 


is beyond reproach) and this time he managed 
to get his own house in order. Stewart was 
quickest’ on the inside of the second row 
on 40.9 5, followed by Davison on 41.7 = 
Jon's car, as ever, was immaculately turned 
out in beautiful ‘shining black livery and 
sported a new nose cone similar to that used 
on the Brabham BT37 a couple of years ago. 


Next on the grid was Phil Moore, whose 
Elfin was understeering badly and washing 
out of corners, with John Leffler (F2 Bowin) 
heading the F2s alongside on 43.0 s. The 
rest wi redo Costanzo (Elfin Mono), 
45.4 s, Kurt Seeberg (Brabham BT36), 46.0 
and Don Usbergang (Birrana 273) 46.1 s. 
Stewart led away the first heat, powering 
through Cooper and Bartlett from the second 
row. from, diving down into Repco corner 
at the end of the main. straight, Cooper, 
Bartlett, Moore and Leffler. Up the back 
straight Bartlett moved into second place, but 
already Stewart had taken out a hands 
Tead. ‘began pressing his boss hard, 


Kevin Bartlett had major problems with his tyres 


and for eight laps clung to his tail before 
taking Cooper under brakes at the beginning 
of the esses. On lap five Stewart had already 
lapped fifth placed Leffler and from then on 
there was no stopping him. As the laps were 
reeled off he was farther and farther ahead 
of Bartlett, whose rear tyres were not only 
the wrong size, but the left was too small and 
the right too large! Between laps 18 and 20, 
the number six Lola lapped Moore and Cooper, 


leaving only Bartlett on the same lap at the 
finish. 

‘As it was, KB nearly lost his hard-fought 
placing on lap 27, losing his Lola out of 


Gloweave corner on the entry to the main 
straight. The car was behaving erratically— 
when he powered off it would swing one way, 
power on it would go the other—but Bartlett 
Was able to get back on the track to finish 
22-4 5 behind Stewart, Following, on 29 laps, 
were Moore, Cooper and Leffler 

The second heat was almost a mirror of 
the first. Again. Stewart was first away, 
although this time Bartlett was right behind, 


ahead of Moore and Cooper, who was showing. 
better form than in the first 30 lapper and 
took Moore through the esses on the first 
lap. In the earlier heat, the broken push 


rod had restricted his revs to only 6000, but 


now he had the Ansett Elfin nicely back on 
cam. On lap five Stewart had drawn away 
from Bartlett by some 25s, while 
moved into. ffth after a slow start 

From here on Stewart had won his race, 


beads on 
iz back behind 


the field stringing out like so. many 


a necklace, even Moore droppi 


Cooper with severe understeer problems and 
smoke puffing out of the exhausts as he 
Groped’ through the gears. At finish 
Bartlett was a lot closer this time. _— 


but it made little difference to the result 
Over a” minute. behind. were Cooper and 
Moore, while Leffler was down two laps 
on Stewart after 30. Ia 


The Orange, New South Wales, driver now 


has a commanding lead in the "Gold Star 
with 27 points, his nearest rival being Moore 
with a mere 12, But although Stewart (s 
almost assured of the title at this early stage, 
he is said to be dissatisfied with the local 
scene. With Bartlett currently going to England 
to test the Fl Lola (he spectated at River. 
ide last weekend) things don't 100k too good 
Dn the surface for ANF1. However, at. San 
down on November 1, the situation should 
look considerably brighter. Johnnie Walker and 
John Goss joining the fray once again, along 
with Lela Lombardi in. Matich and 
McCormack back in the ML6, hopefully 
Retting over the setback the project received 
fecently with the axing of the Leyland P7% 
road car, Like they say—it's always darkest 
before the dawn, 


MARK FOGGARTY 


They were too small and odd! 
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Modsport start from left to right 


THRUXTON 


Jon Fletcher hiding Richard Jenvey, Bob Jarvis, John Evans and Alan Broad's Porsche 911 


Sydenham bears the Brunt 


By BOB CONSTANDUROS 


A superb chase by Mick Hill in Tricentrol’s 5. 
‘at Thruxton on Sunday. 
conditions, the club ran five & lap finals and = 


the BARC’s finals. 4: 


Pictures by JOHN GAISFORD 


Capri of John Turner's 5.0 Skoda climaxed 
Im cold, blustery, but almost entirely dry 
10 lap’ Forward ‘Trust Formula 3 final in 


excellent time for the competitors to enjoy the prize giving inthe club's tent afterwards. 


In those championships that still had to be decided, Bill Sydenham took the 
ishing third, while Bob Jarvis took # phenomenal second place to Alan Broad’s 
Jon Fletcher's practice troubled 
forced into the Armco at the chicane during a back marker manoeuvre. The Forws 
‘championship, ia which Mick Hi 
1.0 Anglia after Phil Winter was beaten into 


despite 
Porsche to take the Blue Circle ‘seri 


Trust Saloon e: 
Jength, was taken by Graham | Goode's 


the 1300 ce class places. Of the championships already decide 
so far ahead of his rival 


the Racing Gearbox centre ws 
Tricentrol leaders ; Richa 


Morgan 


F3 event. But it was certainly Mick Hill's 


Alcon Man of the Meeting. 


First of the six events was that for the 
Tricentrol_ championship, and although this 
was already decided in favour of Michael 
Andrew's 1.3 Alexis, a varied grid of sports 
Gre included Jeremy Lord's DFV-engined Lola 
7280 naturally on pole, with Tim Goss’ Chev: 
ron-BMW BS and-John Calvert's smart 16 
Huron alongside. Behind them were Andrew 
in the Alexis and Pedro Victor de Lamare's 
Mareh-Smieh 745. 

At the flagfall, Goss held a minimal lead 
but was quickly overhauled by Lord who had 
a 25-yard lead in the Minilite Lola by the 
complex, and there was little anyone could 
do. about ‘One man who could do some: 
thing about him was de Lamare who took 
Goss at Kimpton despite clutch trouble on the 
grid and start’ng in second gear. Behind, Goss 
was followed by Andrew. 

By the end of the first lap, Lord had 3.5 s 
over de Lamare, then Goss, Calvert and 
Andrew, all close together. Then came John 
Tait, Lynden Thorne and Tony Roufl's Chev: 
ron B23. While de Lamare closed fractionally 
‘on Lord, and then a bit more, Rouff moved 
up to sixth on lap two, then third by lap 
four but by this time, de Lamare was being 
troubled with a misfire and backmarkers and 
had dropped back to a safe second place 
Rouff dropped back with handling problems, 
a deflating tyre, and a duff shocker too, which 
had given up during practice. Goss ‘slipped 
behind Andrew for fourth piace after the 
‘engine cut out, probably due to the injection, 
with Row? just salvaging fifth in front of 
Calvert, who took the middle class, despite « 
spin like Rouff, in front of Robin Smith's 
push-started Chevron B23 and Malcolm 
Clube’s McLaren M1 C. 

Richard Morgan had already annexed the 
‘Wella championship, but was in pole position 
just the same in the Crosslé entered by 
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finale th 


itax championship 


pipped Turner by about 


Michael Andrew of 
that’ be was dicing with 
Virtually ‘untouchable in the Wella For 

Andersson in the Forward Tru 
made the day, and earned him 


Southern Organs, a whole second ahead of 
Chris" Woodeock's Dulon and Jim Walsh's 
Van Diemen. Betind them sat Syd Fox, wh 
looks likely to lose kis faithful sponsor Mac 
McKinstry, unless some running costs can be 
found. 


By the end of lap one, Morgan was 
naturally in the lead, but under pressure from 
Walsh, then a sligkt gap to Fox and Wood: 
cock, ‘then Peter White's Royale and Tiff 
Needell's Elden heading @ long queue. By the 
next lap, Morgan had opened up a gap, and 
Walsh found himself under pressure from Fox 
and Woodcock, with White and Needell still 
heading the rest. Fox tried all he'd been 
taught at Brands on the next two laps to 
got by Walsh, finally making it on lap four 
although by this time Morgan was well ahead, 
while Woodcock had also got by Walsh in 


this fraught battle. Fox pulled out a gap to 
the rest, but it was too late to pull up to 
Morgan and the Crosslé driver took victory 
by 84 s. Behind Fox, Walsh and Woodcock 
were joined by Needell, White and finally, 
Terry Richards’ Merlyn, with Needell driving 
a most sensible race to take third ahead of 
White, Woodcock, Richards and finally Wulsh, 
Needell took second place in the champion: 
ship for his pains 

Hob Ridgard, slightly regretting that he 
fitted between the two different types of 
saloon car championships, held pole for the 
Britax final round, with Brian's Pepper and 
Rice's similar Chevrolet Camaros beside him, 
The real championship battles were to be 
between Derrick Brunt's Vauxhall Magnum/ 
Firenza and Bill Sydenham's Avenger GT In 
the next class down, Ridgard, despite his 
apprehensions that he might give the car too 
much boot for its road tyres, took off into 
the lead he wasn’t to lose, followed by Rice, 
while Malcolm West had a brief “off” in his 
Camaro at the complex. By lap one, Ridgard 
Ted Rice, and Pepper, although the latter w 
to get by the next time round at the chicane, 
Behind, Malcolm West and John Brindley’ 
Camaros diced together, while the classes 
slowly resolved themselves into three separate 
battles. Jock Robertson was pushing Derrick 
Brunt in Vauxhalls, David Vizard had Gerry 
Marshall in Peter Slade's old Avenger up his 
chuff, leading the next class, and Peter Jopp 
had Danny Alderton in very close attendance 
in the small class, 

Meanwhile, at the head of the field, Pepper 
stowly caught Ridgard, and as both’ Robert- 
son and Marshall (sharing Marshall Wingffeld 
Sponsorship incidentally) had spells in their 
Class leads, Pepper went for the lead at the 
chicane on’ lap seven, locked up totally and 
nipped behind thé chicane for a quick U turn, 
was back out again after Rice had gone 
through. However, while Ridgard won, Rice 
pulled off within ‘yards of the flag with no 
Grive, so that Pepper took second after all, 


Gunnar Nilsson charges bock through the field ofter_his F3_spin 
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then Brindley having got the better of West. 
followed’ by the ever-spectacular John 
Cooper's BMW. His spectacular crown was 
challenged, however, by Bob Saunders’ Dolo- 
mite, which had three spins, and Peter Pitts’ 
Capri which had a spin and a small fire in 
between dicing with the small class leaders. 
Tony. Stubbs put the cat among the pigeons 
two laps from the end when he rolled his 
Moskvich at Club after clipping the Armco, 
and while David Vizard took the class win, 
it was doubtful as he had overtaken Marshall 
under the yellow flags. Brunt took his class 
win by 0.4 s, Vizard his provisional one by 
02 s, and Jopp by the same margin, while 
Iap records went to Brunt and Marshall, Good 
stuff this saloon car racing. 

‘Sadly both Alberto Colombo and Georgio 
Francia failed to tum up from Italy for the 
Forward Trust Formula Three championshi 
race, but still there was an international 
entry. On pole sat Conny Andersson in the 
Gekas March on 1 m 17.4 8, with Brian 
Henton's works car, with Toyota/Nova engin: 
just 0.2 5 slower. ‘Campleting the front row 
was Gunnar Nilsson’s March, despite lots of 
Understeer and the wrong’ ratios on his 
claimed first visit to the circuit, Next up 
‘were Jose Chateaubriand whose neighbour 
should have been Mike Tyrrell’s Tony Roles 
March, but after a minimal number of laps 
fon some demon Dunlops, the cam broke in 
his Neil Brown motor, signifying retirement 
from the day's events.’ All on the same time 
were Tony Rouft's GRD, despite a puncture, 
Nick von Preussen's Magch and Danny Sulli- 
van, although the latter's works Modus had 
some new Goodyears which started shedding 
rubber after a mere two laps. Dick Parsons 
was in trouble with his clutch on the Smiths 
Crisps Ensign, and Jose Santo elected not to 
start after feeling unwell in practice, 

‘By the complex on the first lap, Gunnar 
Nilsson already had a good lead, but round 
the back, the inexperienced Swede just had 
too much speed an for his cold tyres. “In fifth 
fear, with cold tyres, there was no way I 
could get round” and the resultant spin 
dropped him well back and feeling very 
annoyed with himself. Therefore it was 
Henton just leading Andersson, then a gap 
to Sullivan, Marcos Moraes, Chateaubriand, 
Rouff, von Preussen and the rest. By lap two, 
Henton had a small gap to Andersson, who 
in turn had a gap to Sullivan who by the next 
Jap had opened up a gap to Chateaubriand, 
Rouff, Moraes, who had a misfire and seemed 
to be getting in the way of von Preussen, 

By lap four, the first three were away in 
thelr positions, but Chateaubriand and Routt 
were ‘squabbling over fourth, von Preussen 
and. Parsons contested sixth, and Patrick 
Neve and Jorge Koechlin were in line for 
eighth. This would have been the way they 
finished, although Nilsson was climbing up 
fram the back to finish seventh after his spin, 
while Moraes retired with car overheating, 
which had caused his misfire, Chateaubriand, 
however, lost out to Rouff, and in trying not 
to lose out to the closing 'von Preussen, too, 
lost tt going into the chicane on the last lap 
‘and reversed into the Armco, doing the 
second works March a whole lot of no good 
to the rear comer. Henton and Andersson 
shared a new fastest tap. 

‘Modsports have gone through a revival this 
year if any was needed, and a fantastic grid 
Assembled for the final Blue Circle round, and 
to prove the variety, cars from three of the 
classes were on the front row, in the person 
of John Pearson (XK120), Bob Jarvis’ amazing 
1 Davrian-Carter, and ‘Alan Broad’s expen- 
sive Ryford Porsche 911. Championship 
contender Jon Fletcher had a tyre go in 
practice and had had to match it with an 
Unscrubbed and non-matching model on the 
next row in his Elan, with John Evans’ 
similar car beside him. On the next row were 
Nick Faure in the lightweight Porsche driven 
by Asterix at the BA 1000 kms and holder 
of the class lap record in the hands of David 
Purley, for Porsche don't seem too keen to 
let him have his normal Porsche any longer. 
Richard Jenvey's Elan and Guy Beddington's 
E-type shared the row. 

Just before the race was due to start, a 
brief shower threatened to change the grid 
into your local tyre fitting depot, but a wise 
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decision by the organising club to wait saw 
the rain fade away, and a few minutes later, 
the varied and full grid shot awa: 


Broad got the jump on the Davrian and 
Pearson's venerable XK (still up for sale 
incigentally), Dut in the complex, both the 
Elans of Evans and Fletcher were by the 
Davrian with Jenvey and Pearson next up. 
However, Evans was to do it all wrong at 
the chicane and disappear down to last in 
the race, so the Davrian was back up to 
second with Fletcher following. Jenvey 
Quickly hauled himself up to follow the 
fellow Elan man in front of the big class 
leader Pearson, while the Super Samuri of 
Win Percy was following next. Nick Faure, 
after running in fifth place was already in the 
pits with a sticking throttle which was to 
Cause his eventual retirement a je the 
lass to the Super Samuri in the champion- 
ship in their first year of racing. 


Meanwhile, the leaders were all beginning 
to close up, and by lap six, Broad only just 
led Jarvis, then a brief gap to the two Elans. 
However, on lap seven, as Jenvey attempted 
to overtake Fletcher, Jeavey was forced on to 
the cl¥icane concrete by backmarkers, which 
forced Fletcher into the Armco, bending a 
front comer sufficiently to herald retirement 
and subsequent loss of the championship, and 
there was some unhappy and slightly veng: 
ful faces in the Paddock afterwards, although 
Wt must be admitted that it was one of those 
things that happens in racing. Broad then 
cruised home to win, with Jarvis just hold- 
ing Jenvey at bay having been delayed by 
backmarkers. Pearson was next and big class 
winner in front of the Datsun 240Z of Percy. 
Evans did well to climb up to seventh after 
his spin, and Pat Longhurst was second 
his class in the other 

Minijem suffered a broken rod in the small 


Different angles through the chicane 
land the spectacular Peter Pitts’ Capri. 


Alan Greenhalgh’s Honda leads Tony Stubbs’ Moshvich 


contest while Robin Gray took the large 
class. 


for the Forward Trust final round with Gerry 
Marshall with a slightly tired engine fitted 
follawing Oulton the day before, and then 
Mick Hi’s Tricentrol Capri. Farther back, 
Paul Taft had practised his Mini quicker 
to endanger Phil Winter's championship con- 
tending 1-3 Mini, but although Graham Goode 
had a new gearbox in his Anglia after prac- 
tice, he was quicker than his 1.0 rivals and 

him 


‘atthe flagfall’ for this final race, John 
Turner just had the lead from Marshall's 
‘Vauxhal |. Dave Millington's Vaux- 
hall, Taft and Zekia Redjep’s Escort. How- 
ever, round the back, Hill got by Turner and 
Started the job of catching the Skoda inch 
by inch. Marshall in fact was already in 
trouble with Vauxhall and only fractionally 
ahead of Millington with Taft just holding off 
Redjep and endangering Winter's chances, 
for Goode was already in charge of the 1- 
Hitres. John Elliott was charging up his Viva 
to fourth in front of Taft as Marshall pitted 
with engine problems, and slowly, Hill was 
wittling away at that gap, 43s on lap 
four right down to half that two laps later. 
On the last lap. the two were side by side 
up the hill to Club, with Hill just outbraking 
the Skoda into the chicane and despite fan- 
tastic Skoda acceleration to the flag, victory 
was Hill's by half a length. Millington kept 
third, Elliott fourth, Taft fifth but far enough 
in front of Winter to discount the latte 
chances, although Goode's winning margin 
as only 8.6 8 in front of next man Jeff 
Ward's Greetham Imp. The 850 class went 
to Roger Gill's Imp marginally in front of 
Peter Crouch's Longman Mini. An excellent 
end to the BARC’s championships. 


te Sara 


Congratulations BRITAX 
to SALOON CAR 
1974 Britax Saloon CHAMPIONSHIPS 
1974 


Car Champion 


OVERALL WINNER 


BILL SYDENHAM BILL SYDENHAM 51 points 


A & M Records Hillman Avenger GT1600cc. 


CLASS WINNERS 
CLASS A (car value over£1600) 


Brian Pepper. 41 points 


Chevrolet Camaro 228 5730cc 


CLASS B (car value £1251- £1600) 


Derrick Brunt. 50 points 


Hendon Way Motors Vauxhall Magnum 2279cc. 


CLASS C (car value £1000-£1250) 


Bill Sydenham. 51 points 


A&M Records Hillman Avenger GT1600cc. 


CLASS D (car value up to £1000) 


Tony Stubbs. 36 points 


onders of Peterborough Moskvich 412 1478cc. 


Britax extend their congratulations and 


thanks to everyone who took part in the 
Tura Ghamplonships = drivers: mechanics, 
Organisers, stewards 
Tom all at "been alot ot fun there has been some 
first class sport and were sure that 
everyone has enjoyed the series 
1078, Britax will again be sponsoring 


A an ecords 


8h s / PUT SAFETY FIRST 
AEE LORE: sees force ore eee 
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OULTON PARK 


Nick Whiting again finished second to Marshall in the Special Saloon Championship race. 


Joe upsets the applecart 


Some circuits, Silverstone and Thruxton being 
notable examples, end their season in a blaze 
‘of glory with lots of championship. races, 
packed entry lists racing, all of 
Which encourages come back for 


it Saturday's final mectl 
Oulton Park was a very 
affair. The organising Lanes & 
Ire CC were hardly to blame since the 

were only granted the Simoniz special saloon 
final by MCD although they were able to 
arrange the Monoposto Formula final as well. 
Jeff Ward already had the Simoniz polished 
‘Off so he was content to play with the oppo- 


enough to clinch the championship after 
‘close rival. David Coombs had led, spun 
Several times and finally crashed. The race 
Itself was won by “Geordie Ji 


t00, al 
Meeting award. A. surprisingly. 
turned up on a damp. 
they will come back next year and be offered 
better fare. 

‘On an already wet track, Alo Lawler went 
off into the lead of the Formula Ford race 
with his familiar green Hawke DLI1, and 
proceeded to add a liberal coating of oil to 
the treacherous surface. By the time he pulled 
In-on lap 7 he had wreaked havoc behind as 
cars spun off all over the place. Jim Adamson 
and Chris Finnegan sparred for second place 
to begin with in Van Diemens until the latter 
squashed his nose at Esso. Coming up fast on 
‘Adwmson was the old Alexis Mk 18B of 
Robin Maydew, putting in another good wet 
‘weather performance and, on the same lap 
that Lawler retired, a dive inside by Maydew 
at Old Hall saw Adamson sliding off into the 
Sleepers. This left the Alexis clear to take 
its driver's first ever win, well ahead of Mike 
Wrigley's improving Image which outclassed 
the rest of the field from the 10 s mark. Ken 
Pickering (Jamun T3B) should have been 
second but retired on the last lap with that 
most embarrassing of problems, no petrol! 
Other fast men to hit trouble were Stuart 
Baird, whose Merlyn spun on Alo's oil at 
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Cascades but carried’ on to finish fifth; David 
Barkas (Royale RP16) who damaged a wheel 
while spinning at Old. Hall; and Kelvin 
Hesketh, whose Merlyn’s engine threw a rod. 

‘Although the track was’ drying, it still 
called for wet tyres for the first of the wo 
Simoniz races. Nick Whiting’s Escort had 
failed to start for its appointed practice 
session so he was relegated to the 10 5 mark 
This was more or less the gap which re: 
mained throughout, once he had worked his 
way through to second behind Gerry Marshall 
in the DTV Firenza which had had its 
engine lowered and moved backwards this 
week. Gerry was in tyre trouble towards the 
end, throwing a large chunk of rubber on the 
last lap, but still crossing the tine some 6 s 
ahead. Paul Taft's Cooper S won the 1300 
class, taking third overall, despite an anxious 
moment when he accidently knocked off the 
fuel pump switch. Bob Fox just headed Greg 
Taft, who boasted a couple of bent_ valves, 
for ‘next Cooper $ behind Tony Sugden’ 
Escort, which coasted across the line with 
clutch ‘trouble. 


David Coombs had to win the Monoposto 
race with Alan Baillie coming lower than 
second for the Manta-Renault driver to take 
the title, and how he tried on the still tricky 
surface. "He led the first lap from Joe Apple- 
garth’s Brabham BT23C but spun it at Old 
Fall, letting Joe into a lead he was never to 
lose. Coombs set off in sixth, only to spin 
again at Old Hall when fourth and closing in 
on Baillie and Brian Toft’s Anco. Then he 
spun at Esso and an unlucky third time at 
Old Hall on the last lap, this time wrenching 
2 corner off the car. So Baillie took second 
and the championship with Toft's front- 
‘engined car a good 


After Derek Walker's Fiat 850 Coupé. 
Holbay retired from the lead of the second 
Simoniz race on lap 2 with olf in all the 
wrong places, Jeff Ward dallied to dice with 
Peter Cartlidge's Ford-powered Austin A40 
and. Peter Baldwin's Ford-powered | Mini 
Valdwin fell_back in ‘tyre trouble to be 
replaced by Tony Dickinson's BDA-powered 
Mini, which had gambled on slicks, but the 
gamble didn't quite come off, for Ward had 
things well under control and Cartlidge was 


being tempted into driving the race of his 
life to keep up. There was only 0.4 s between 
the Imp and the A40 at the end, with 
Dickinson another 2.4 3 behind. After fastest 
850 driver in practice, Brendan Chappel, had 
muffed his start and then suffered clutch 
trouble, Neil Dineen was left with no oppo- 
sition for his Longman Mini, finishing sixth 
overall and clinching the championship class, 
Since David Enderby could only manage @ 
distant second. 

Sixteen historic sports cars were entered 
and 16 started which was good news. Side by 
Side on the front row sat the two ex-Briggs 
Cunningham lightweight E-types of Willie 
Green (the Bamford car) and Mike Fisher. 
For a couple of laps Fisher managed (or was 
permitted) to stay in touch with Willie, and 
then the diff locked up at Cascades and the 
‘Armco came out and knocked the car about 
‘a bit. Green then tempted Martin Hone 
(Porsche Carrera 6) and John Beasley (ex-Jim 
Hall Lister-Chevrolet) into making a race of 
it, Hone actually leading for half a lap until 
he explored the grass verges at Old Hall, 
fortunately without any dire consequences to 
his delectable motor car. At the finish 2 8 
separated Willie from Hone with @ simila 
gap back to the well-driven handful of Lister, 
‘Allan Brownlee did not disgrace himself for 
‘once, but rather showed a consistent turn of 
‘speed in coming from the 10 mark to fourth 
Overall in his Lotus 238. 

Finally Joe Applegarth came out for his 
second win of the afternoon amongst a mix- 
ture of Formula Fords and a few Monopostos, 
Interest was kept up by the battle for second 
between Stuart Baird and Richard Dutton 
(Pitan Mk 6), places changing on every lap 
with Baird, who had jumped the start, having 
problems finding gears, thanks to a broken 
engine mounting. In the end he was 0.2 5 
behind the comparatively inexperienced but 
competent Dutton ; but the 10 s penalty did 
not cost him his position. It was that sort of 
race and that sort of meeting! Earlier, winner 
Robin Maydew must have found the track too 
dry for comfort for he spun at Lodge on the 
first lap and could only progress back to 
eighth by the end. 


IAN TITCHMARSH 
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Special stage 


edited by lan Sadi 


POR: Fiat send for 


Maurizio 


The SCCA’s world makes round, 
the Press On Regardless Rally, 
started yesterday from Marquette, 
Lake Superior. Final count 

European works entries included 
three Renault 17s for Therrier 
Nicolas and Darniche. Five Al- 
pines have been entered in a 


Verini Une, 


goes to 


the front 


Verini 


Consolation kiss for 2nd-placed Jean-Francols Plot at the Beir 


Timo Makinen, driving a Porsche 911 
and Hannu Mikkola's car, (driving @ 
ttle preparation for the rally that 


Out of five finishers in the Roth 
mans Liban/Syrie Rally, Ren: 
ault took the first three ‘places. 
Lebanese drivers Joe Hindi and 
Walid el Hajj in a Renault 17TS 
unexpectedly triumphed in the 
Strenuous 3,000 kilometre Rally 
after Jean-Francois Piot had le 
for virtually the entire distance 
A small error by his navigator 
in the rally's later stages near 
Aleppo, when he forgot to correct, 
a note in his road book, caused 
him to arrive 16 minutes early 
and resulted in his being penal 
ised. Later, their car left the road 
causing severe damage to the 
front suspension and engine 
mountings. Until this time - Piot 
hada 13 minute lead over all 
other competitors, which became 


30 


TT EEE 


t finish 
retired with @ loowe sumpguard 
Jensen-Healey 1), had received #0 
it made hi and he retire 
an 18 minute loss by the 
he reached the finishing post 
In third place were N 
dan and Mohamed Gi 


a Renault 16TS, which had run 
like clockwork’ throughout the 
rally and finished in almost as 


good shape as when it had started 

Maurice Sehnaoui and Charly 
Homsi driving an Auai 80GT, took 
fourth place, but were over two 
hours behind Hindi. Fifth place 
was taken by Roger Paget. and 
Patrick ‘Smit! ing 2 Renault 
16TS, who were almost 3 hours 
behind the leader, 


with their sweet-running car and 
after a strip and cursory ex: 


tion all was left alone; the Rideau 
Lakes having had no effect on the 
car. Mauro Pregliasco/Angelc 
Garzoglio will have thelr car re 


paired for the rally 

‘A new gearbox was dispat 
from’ Abingdon for Brian Cul 
cheth's 8 American-spec Marina 


Another win for Lancia? The Lampinen/Davenport Lancia Beta Coupé, 


.d others from thé Rideau Lakes 
include all the North American/ 
Canadian regulars such as Smis 
kol, Hourihan and Buffum. Keith 
Billows will be driving his “Flying 
Fish" Manchester Liners Escort 
with another view 0. get right 
Into the prize. money after his 
successful fourth place on the 
Canadian event 


Night club assist 
Tony Fall Opel 


Henceforth, the Opel Ascona for 
Tony Fall and Mike Broad being 
prepared for the RAC Rally will 
be known as the “ RaMies ” Opel 
the car being sponsored by Raifies 
Night Club’ which was opened 
last week in Birmingham. Mayfair 
Clubs Ltd, of Birmingham, will 
have the Opel decked-out In their 
colours and probably with slogans 
such as " Europe's most exclusive 


night club” and " Raffles lets you 
unwind In style" Another Mayfair 
club, the " Elbow Room " Is ass 
ciated with the venture. The 
connotations for jokes seem 
almost too obvious to enter into 
here. Opel are. also. supplying 


course cars for the RAC and the 
vehicles for Brian Harper/Simon 
Bretherton and Graham Robson: 
Hamish Cardno may. also carry 
similar slogans. It's all happening 
in Birmingham it seems. 


Regulations are now avaliable 
he Rallye Monte Carlo Junior. 
which takes place on Nov- 
18/16/17. An English 
Jon that Is provided with 
e regs makes interesting read- 


ing in Rself, Entrants’ cars must 
conform to special safety rulings 
they must be equipped with 
‘a ring-bow cf secur and 
‘wind’ (7) among other essen- 
tial devices; and competitors are 
authorised to put on thelr cars 
‘all publicity "non-political nor 
utrageous. ‘Application 
forms are. now being accepted 
at the following address: MJC 
Monaco, 8 Av, President Ken- 
nedy, Principau‘e de Monaco 


wands fun! 
© Colin Vandervell, former racing 
driver and winner ‘of the Motor: 
craft Mexico Challenge this year, 
will be having another crack at 
the RAC Rally. Vandervell will 
be driving one of the Clarke and 
Simpson team cars with John 
Gittins co-driving. On Inst year's 
rally Vandervell’ surprised ‘many, 
by establishing himself well into 
the top twenty before going off 
the road on ice in Wales, 


Porter upsets 


Secretary of RAC Rally in 
charge of general organisation, 
im Porter was surprised recent 
iy to find that a monthly motor. 


ing magazine had beaten him at 
his own tasks of soreing a route 


entry and the hundred other 
hings that are keeping Jim tied 

‘@ desk deep in the bowels of 
Belgrave Square. It could have 
made the mammcth job much 
easier but unfortunately Jim was 
net able to crib from the rally 
guide as it convains, according 


to Mr Porter, “hundreds of 
errors.” He continued, “If any 
fance service schedule, or u 
it for any cther similar refere 
they would be in big trouble. 
ke is thought that the informa. 


the applecart 


jon was obtained some time back 
in August, before any firm route 
had been’ finally given the go- 
ahead. AurosPorT will be produc- 
ing a pull-out guide to the rally 

he Thursday before 


‘Sart. Our information will 
ude late car and driver 


inges and a stop press section 
‘appear in Special Stage the 
‘week to be used in con 
cin with the supplement. 

@ Suffolk rally driver Reg Mul- 
lenger will act be competing on 
his year's RAC; Mullenger giv- 
ing his reasons as lack of parts 
Mullenger has experienced a 
brick-wall parts shortage from 
Boreham and AVO in trying to 
assemble his BDA Escort with 
the latest type half shafts etc. 
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Escort series 


After the Soar Valley MC Her- 
cock Simpson rally last week- 
‘end the Ford Escort Rally Cham- 
pionship was resolved in favour 
of Peter Kitching from John 
Beadle, in the Mexico class and 
John Pearson from Dave McGarry 
in the RS2000 section. The two 
winners—their average age is 
over 30—would not appear to be 
in the Marrku Alen’ “fireball” 
category but have obviously 
proved themselves as safe and 
steady drivers. Peter Kitching, 
33, from Hull, Yorkshire has been 
competing for several years in 
autotests and rallies and finished 
38th overall on the "73 Welsh 
John Pearson, 28, from Great 
Dunmow, Essex, started rallying 
with a Mini-Cooper “Sin 1969 
and changed to an Escort in 
1972, This year Pearson obtained 
sponsorship from Perrys of 
Finchley ‘before entering the 
Escort Championship, becoming. 
highest placed RS2000 driver on 
the last five events, 

The two winners will receive 
an ail-expenses paid trip to. Pin: 
land where they will spend some 
time being tutored inthe art of 
quicker driving by Hannu Mik- 
kola and Timo Makinen. The 
Championship comprised eight 
assorted events ranging from the 
Manx International to. "club" 
Festricteds with the best six 
acores counting. The final tally 
was as follows : RS2000—1, J. 
Pearson/G Harris 59 points: 2, 
D. McGarry/S. Bye 57; 3, A. 
Wilson/K. Wilson 32, Mexico—1, 
P. Kitching/K. Scott 87; 2, J. 
Beadle/T, Atkinson 54; 3," K. 
Glyn/L. Barrett 43, 


BTRDA Gold Star 


After the fifteenth and final 
controversial round of the 
BTRDA Gold Star rally, the Her- 
cock Simpson (report in Sports 
Extra) Gordon Batchelor emerged 
winner. Final champlonstyip plac~ 
ings were 1, G.  Batchelor/R 
Jenkins (Escort RS1600 1.7); 2. 
D, Bell/D, Brader (Escort RS1600 
1.8); 3, T. Baines/S. Bretherton 
(Escort RS1600 1.6); 4, D. Beeby/ 


P. Maskell (Escort RS1600_1 
5, B. Bell/P. Belton (Escort 
RS1600 2.0), 6, F.  Pearson/L. 


Watkins (Escort'RSi600 1.7), 


Special stage 


Pop goes a Ford sponsor ? 


Appearing recently in an adver- 
tising trade paper was a story 
that Ford had arranged a spon- 
sorship deal for the RAC Rally 
with RAK Records in conjunc- 
sion wich Suzie Quatro, an 
‘American, and somewhat un- 
‘Orthodox’ female vocalist. The 


promotion was to have involved 
the four works Fords for the 
Ratiy but an offer of a lucrative 
six weeks Australian tour wooed 
the rock singer to the Antipodes. 
At the time of going to press we 
were unable ¢o contact any Ford 
press personnel to confirm this. 


More power for 
Brian Evans 


Well-travelled rally nomads will 
recall the fine drives put in by 
Brian Evans in his Porsche Car 
rera earlier this year on the 


reuit of Ireland, in Donegal, 
and on the Manx before the 
mechanical gremlins scotched 


any chance of a high overall 
placing. Disappointed with this 
String of failures, Brian has just 
received the uncooperative beast 
back from Stuttgart, following a 
comprehensive rebuild. New 
Specification now includes a fuel 
injected 2.8 litre engine develop. 
ing @ claimed 240php at 6200 
rpm. For the RAC Rally the 
Carrera is_being sponsored by 
the Pye Group (television) of 
Cambridge and will be appearing 
in appropriate colours and sign 


© Eager FAVO desperadoes now 
have a new book to look at 

it ig called “ Rallye Sport Facts " 
and ig packed with 75 pages of 
goodies’ which will make your 
Escort, Capri or hybrid go faster, 
stop faster, comer quicker of 
stay in one plece longer . . . this 
excellent late night. ‘reading 
material comes complete with a 
daunting price list, the Ford 
Bonug Scheme description, a 
rally car preparation feature, use. 
ful championship regulations and 
even a picture of Charles 
Reynolds, the RS Club secretary 
The price to members is a mere 
400. 

© Thursday November 14 is Sport 
Night at Leedham's of York, and 
your hosts are of course DTV 
with forum and films for your 
amusement, Chief orators at this 
gathering which starts at 7.30 
pm will be none other than John 
Davenport, Will Sparrow, Chris 
Coburn, and Chris Belton. The 
main talking point is naturally 
enough the RAC Rally. 


Hercock Simpson 


John Pearson secured the RS2000 Championship. 


Three round South Pacific Rally championship 


A new South Pacific Rally Cham- 
Pionship has been see up for 
1975, one round of which will 
be che 1975 Heatway Internation- 
al Rally in New Zealand. 
Following the recent Southern 
Cross International Rally in 
Australia, officials of the South- 
fern Cross Rally, the Heatway 
Rally and the New Caledonian 
Safari Rally met together to dis- 
cuss the possibility of organising 
@ three rally championship, one 
rally from New Zealand, Austra- 
lia and New Caledonia to be 
counted. The Hestway Rally will 
be “he New Zealand event and 
the first round of the champion- 
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ship, followed by the Australian 
Rally and then the New Caledo- 
nian event. An overal 
for the championship 
ly being sougte. 
Planning for the 1975 Heatway 
Incernaticnal Rally has already 
‘commenced. A company has now 
been formed to promate this 
rally and rallying in New Zea- 
Jand generally. Directors of this 
company (called Rally Organisers 
Associion of New Zealand 
Limited—ROANZ) have been 
appointed as follows: Mr K. M. 
Thompscn (chairman), Mr M. D. 
Chandler; Mr D. W. Benefield, 
Me E. V. Conroy. Manager of the 


company, who will be respon 
sible for the organisation of the 
Heatway Rally is Mr Alan San- 

‘The 1975 Heatway Internation- 
al will be run from 6th-12th July, 
1975 in the North Island, start- 
ing in Auckland and finishing in 
Wellington. As in past years, it 
is hoped to have several of the 
world's top rally drivers and 
rally cars competing in the event, 
which has become one of the 
majer sporting events of the year 
in New Zealand. More informa 
tion is available from Heatway 
Rally Manager, Mr A. Sansom, 
PO Box 27-08, Wellington, NZ 


“‘No’’ to free 
Monte entries 


Officials of the Monte Carlo 
Rally have refused an IRDC re- 
quest 10 give free entries on the 
1975 event to chose crews forced 
out of tthe rally in the 1973 
Burzet loop flasco, Free entries 
had been promised for 1974 (the 
organisers having admitted their 
failing the previous year) but the 
74 event was, of course, can- 
celled because of the fuel ‘crisis. 
The IRDC realises che financial 
load which free entries in ‘75 
would impose but deplores the 
unsympathetic attitude towards 
‘crews who have been very badly 
treated, they reflect that it is not 
the way to. sustain support for 
an event which has already opted 
ut of leading championship 


® Ford's two Avor,/Motor Tour of 
Britain cars are being sold 
Roger Clark's is going to David 
Cowan, and Gerry Marshall's to 
Paul Appleby. Appleby hopes to 
make the Tour of Dean his first 
outing, 


Hercock protests 


On going to press the results 
were still not final, for although 
Gordon Batchelor’ has “decided 


not to challenge the jump-start 

ty (he wins both champion. 
Irrespective), a protest hig 
lodged by the 'F. English 


been 
crew of Colin White/Philip Gos- 


sling about the airfield stages, 
They are supported by the Maj 
ard crew of Paul and Ted Bram- 
ford. The contention is that the 
stage at which Rawson, Baines, 
Lloyd and others mistook an 
arrow and completed just. one 
instead of three laps should not 
have been cancelled. ‘They ‘re- 
quire that if this stage Is scrub. 
bed, then two others should be 
scrubbed as well on principle. 
We understand that neither crew 
have vested interests in further 
cancellations though both would 
benefit marginally if the original 
decision to cancel is reversed, 

The reason the stage was can. 
celled in the first place was that 
the only way the correct inter. 
pretation on the arrow could be 
gained was by reference to an 
explanatory plan, which the 
stewards reckoned constituted an 
unwarranted degree cf " naviga 
tion,” which must never play a 
part in performance over a stage. 
Gossling and Ted Bramford feel 
that airfields demand "special 
consideration, for the difficulties 
in navigation are well known. 
Furthermore it is wrong to take 
arbitary action on only. those 
stages where leading competitors 
have made a mistake, 

The jump-start issue must be 
resolved soon. On the Hercock 
Simpson ‘rally there was no 
specific penalty for jumping 
Starts, and where marshals re- 
corded that this had happened, 
the organisers declined to take 
action. There’ is a considerable 
amount of start jumping on stage 
rallying at the moment. 


a 


Texaco’s racing involvement 


JOHN GOOSENS talks to PATRICK McNALLY 


Texaco came into Grand Prix racing 
only three seasons ago, when Colin 
Chapman's Lotuses, appeared in 
1972 with Texaco smoothly blended 
into their black and gold JPS livery. It 
was an instant success from a results 
point of view—two constructors’ and 
one drivers’ championsh:p — but it 
was clear that behind the scenes 
there was a conflict of interests 
between Texaco and John Player. In 
the light of this, it came as no 
surprise when Texaco announced at 
the end of the 1973 
wished to opt out. 

For this season, 
speculation Texaco announced their 
involvement in another co-sponsor- 
ship arrangement with Marlboro and 
McLaren, In terms of pure track 
results it has obviously been a 
fantastic success, with yet another 
drivers’ and constructors’ champion- 
ship, thanks to Emerson Fittipaldi and 
the McLaren M23. However, results 
are not everything from ‘a large 
international corporate view, so | 
recently visited Texaco's imposing 
offices in Brussels and spoke to John 
Goosens, manager of Texaco Inter- 
national Racing Division, who shed a 
lot of light on his company’s past and 
future involvement in motor racing. 


Last year Texaco signed a two-year contract 
In partnership with Marlboro to back the 
McLaren team with Emerson Fittipaldi and 
Denny Hulme as drivers. It has proved @ right 
decision, but what factors made you go for 
the Fittipaldi/McLaren combination, and why 
did you leave Lotus ? 

Although We had a very successful relation: 
hip with Lotus, we could not move any 
farther with them due to thelr contract with 
John Player. ur possibilities of joint 
promotional activities with Players was very 
limited as their major market is the UK. 
Also, our basic philosophy in marketing is 
very’ different to theirs. Emerson had become 
unhappy with the team, but was deeply 
involved in our promotional and advertising 
campaigns—he was our Mr Texaco in motor 
racing. In informal discussions with Pat 
Duffeler of Marlboro we found out they also 
were looking for a new team—were very 
Interested in Emerson and not opposed to 
co-sponsoring a team with us. We decided 
to look farther to see if we could find « 
solution that met our joint objectives. It 
did not take both companies long to realise 
the advantage of working together: we had 
the same red, white and black colours, we 
were operating in the same world markets, 
and had the 

racing to increase 
chose McLaren, of the few top teams available, 
after consultation with Marlboro and Emerson. 
If Elf had not renewed with Tyrrell, they would 
have been very seriously considered—the oth 

team of course was Brabham. If one team 
deserves sponsoring it is definitely MRD—I 
can’t understand why this team has not 
obtained major sponsorship. 

In retrospect do you consider that co- 
sponsorship was a wise move after all the 
Promotional conflict the previous season work- 
ing with John Player and Lotus ? 

When we joined Lotus we considered John 
Player as a co-sponsor, and not another 
competitor as we were in different spheres 
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of industry. Their major concern was to 
appear as the major sponsor of the Lows 
operation : ours, on the contrary, was to let 
everybody know that, in addition to helping 
them financially, we were supplying them 
with our products. Perhaps the basis of the 
problem was that we did a separate deal with 
Lotus, rather than in conjunction with 
Players—this cannot work. 

We learnt our lesson which is why this 
year we got involved in a true joint deal, and 
made sure everything was clarified ‘with 
Philip Morris before even talking to McLaren, 

I think that is the first time in the history 

of motor racing that two international com- 
panies have successfully joined forces. Sharing 
the coverage of both trademarks, whether 
on a car, poster, billboard or stickers, does 
not harm either company at all. On the con- 
trary, the prestige gained by Marlboro Team 
Texaco benefited both companies, and the 
fact that we could share expenses of pro- 
motional activities was another advantage 
Very quickly, even back in headquarters in 
New York, a very friendly intercompany 
relationship. w: lished at all levels. 
Do Texaco Intend to support motor racing 
to the same extent next season, and perhaps 
—even more Important—in 1976? 
Next season we will very definitely stay in 
motor racing—renewing our joint venture with 
Philip Morris, Fittipaldi and McLaren, and 
the budget has already been approved for all 
supporting activities 

Tt would be impossible for a large public 
company to commit themselves to substantial 
expenditure in ‘76 in view of today's unstable 
economic world situation. This decision will 
probably be taken in the middie of next 
Season. The final decision for major commit- 
ments is made by New York headquarters. 
Next year one hears that your racing man- 
agement will be directed out of London, 
‘and not Brussels. Is this so, and what was 
the reason behind this move? 

Basically I was due to get a new job last 
year, but as the new project with Philip 
Mortis and McLaren looked so interesting, 1 
requested to remain in my present position 
for a further year. As Neil McNab was the 
most obvious person to replace me in our 
company, the co-ordination of Texaco racing 
activities will be handled from London. 

What do you consider the future holds for 
Fi racing in face of the current world 
‘economic crisis ? 

‘The last formula in motor racing to be 
affected will be Fi: and this because of its 
worldwide prestige. Unless we reach a world 
position similar to the slumps of the 1930s, 1 
do not anticipate any major survival problems 
for Fl, Nevertheless, I think today most of 
the sponsors involved in GP racing are more 
concerned by escalating prices, and a certain 
tendency on the part of the constructors to 
make unilateral decisions—which are not in 


: high- 
handed action towards the press and sponsors 
by Zeltweg last year. 

If Fl is to survive, then there must be 
closer consultation between all those in the 
interested parties. A round table conference 
between the CSI organisers, sponsors and the 
GPDA similar to the talks in Monaco in 1973, 
could save a lot of aggravation. To keep large 
international companies interested in Fl, 
there must be no scandal. The sport must be 
kept clean, 

Do you think some sponsors will be forced 
to pull out next season? 

It depends on what the company's major 
‘activity is. For those who need international 
exposure of their trademark, 1 should think 
that Fl motor racing is one of the most 
effective med a. Tals, of course, is only if the 
coverage in worldwide press, as well as TV, 
is maintained or even enlarged. 

How did Texaco get into motor racing? 

As Texaco stations only reappeared in 1967 
after the split with Caltex, our trademark was 


John Goosens—Texaco racing manager. 


basically only known to those driving before 
the war. ‘Therefore, we needed to increase 
our brand awareness, and at the same time 
prove to the public the quality of our pro- 
Gucts. Motor racing, and especially Fl. 
‘seemed 
objectiv 
Ferrari 
introduced to Lotus by Ford, with whom 
‘business for several years. Our 
ith Lotus were early in 1971, 
‘and 1 must say that without Texaco's speedy 
decision process the sponsorship would neve 
have started. Indeed, we got approval for 
the Lotus deal within 48" hours—provided 
only products freely available in our service 
Stations were used by the team. On a purely 
marketing standpoint, it was obviously 
important for us to claim that products Fitti- 
ig in his Fl car were identical 
stations. 


c 
championship 
avery subi 
from our involvement in motor 
not too difficult to convine 
management to renew our 
‘expand our activities. This is how, 
Second year, we got Involved in saloon car 
racing with Ford, in F2 with the Texaco 
Stars of Team Lotus, and also went into 
sponsorship of Grand Prix and other motor 
cing related activities. Unfortunately, the 
nergy crisis of last winter caused a change 
y and made us revert all our 


You, personally, have always appeared to 
champlon Jacky Iekx. Some people, including 
Mr Ickx, seemed surprised he did not fit 
Into plans this seaso 

Jacky has been a close friend for over ter 
years, since the time we were both members 
Of the same team. After that 1 followed him 
to many Grands Prix and got to understand 
better what Fl is all about. Obviously once 
Texaco got involved in motor racing I could 
not let my personal relationships influence my 
business decisions. I knew Jacky badly wanted 
to drive for McLaren, but at the time we 
were discussing with them, he was still 
driving for Ferrari. As we had already a sub- 
stantial amount invested in promoting 
Emerson—and McLaren came with Hulme— 
it was logical for Texaco to continue with 
Emerson, who bas not only proved to be 

‘most intel 


Texaco. It was really 
interviews Jacky gave that he appeared unable 
to appreciate the situation, 

Now Denny Hulme has retired, who has or 
who will make the decision for his replace- 
ment—the current favourite seems to be 
Jochen Mass? 

We feel that McLaren more than anyone 
else is better able to decide who should 
replace Denny—although we hi 

their choice. Neither Philip Morris, 
Texaco wish to interfere in the actual mi 
agement of the team. Having known Jochen 
during our Ford saloon car sponsorship, I 
feel he would be an ideal choice—but here 
again it is up to MeLaren to decide, and they 
hhave considered alternatives. 


AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 31, 1974 


® RENAULT LTD ®& 


CONGRATULATE 


NIEL McGRATH and ‘MARTY’ 
ON WINNING 


THE 1974 BRSCC RENAULT 5 CHALLENGE 


THEY WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK THE 
COMPETITORS AND ORGANISERS FOR MAKING THIS 
LOW COST FORM OF RACING SO CLOSE AND 
EXCITING, 


AND LOOK FORWARD TO ITS CONTINUANCE IN 
1975 


© RENAULT LTD., WESTERN AVENUE, LONDON W.3 © 


Atop-up of Shell Super Multigrade 
can improve the protective power of the 
oil in your sump now. 


Fact: Fast- g engine parts ‘snip up’ ordinary 
multigrade oils like scissors. After as little as 500 miles in 
your engine, they begin to thin out and lose their protective 
power. Shell Super Multigrade has a unique additive 
called ‘muscle molecule’ which effectively eliminates this 
and keeps the oil in grade and gives powerful 
engine protection right from oil-change to oil-change. 

So effective is the ‘muscle molecule’ that even if 
you simply top up witha pint or two of Super Multigrade, _yrithout“muscle molecule” 
it will begin to be distributed throughout your existing oil 
and can improve its protective power. There’s no need to 


ave es ikemolcculcsandrenderthem engines much more eflecively 
wait for better protection. You can start getting itnow. paola en sess pe mere ct 


Get the complete protection 
of Shell Super Multigrade at your 
next oil change. 


‘Topping up with Shell Super Multigrade canimprove __ performance and more favourable oil consumption. 


the protective power of your existing oil, but for 100%, 
Shell protection, you should switch completely A product of Shell Research 

to Shell Super Multigrade at your next oil change. Shell Super Multigrade is the result of many years 
In today’s high-rated engines, Shell Super Multigrade continuous research and development in Britain and 
is the only 20W/50 motor oil which will reliably stay in Shell research establishments all over the world. 


in grade from oil-change to oil-change. Itcontains the unique Styrene Butadiene Co-polymer 
Shell’s better engine protection means better the ‘muscle molecule’. 


Get real engine protection- 
change to Shell Super Multigrade 


DEREK WARBURTON LTD 


SCIMITAR AND ROBIN DISTRIBUTORS 
ee ae 


GLADSTONE | 
MOTORS 


“Scimitar GTE Main Agents” 
70-80 VAUXHALL ROAD, 
LIVERPOOL 3 
Tel: 051-236-3363 


Demonstration car always available. Sales, Service, 
Parts. RAC and AA appointed workshop. 60 cars and 
200 motorcycles in stock. HP and Part exchange a 
pleasure. 


LONDON ROAD, HAZEL GROVE, STOCKPORT, 


CHESHIRE. 061-483 3093/4500/7974 
&G (= PN AGI 3% SCIMITAR IN SCOTLAND . | 

is Sales & Service \ 

52 Chillingham Road j HAVELOCK LTD 

Heaton (fi) 9 Wellington Street, 

Newcastle upon Tyne Glasgow C2 

For all enquiries on Scimitar GTE Tel: 041-221-6975 
and for Sales and Service 


Tel: Newcastle upon Tyne (0632) 655464 SCIMITARS FOR EARLY DELIVERY 


GERD EVEREST GARAGES [3 
(BILLINGSHURST) LTD a) 
ST THOMAS STREET /@ BILLINGSHURST — 
BLACKBURN IN) SUSSEX 
LANCS RELIANT SCIMITAR 


FOR EARLIEST DELIVERY PLEASE CONTACT US 
Tel: (0254) 59669 eT (040 


BILLINGSHURST (040381) 2052/3/4 
For the Scimitar GTE PART OF THE MALAYA GARAGE GROUP 


MALLORY PARK 


Sytner makes amends 


After the disappointment of the start-line shunt 
in the Tricentrol final at Sliverstone Frank 
Sytner made amends in the last ShellSport 
round at Mallory Park on Sunday, taking = 
popular win in his last year’s U2 now owned 
by motor racing's latest benefactor from East 
Africa. The Stanbury-Foley partnership 
became a little too intimate after leading the 
‘early laps, although Noel had already clinched 
the clase title, while Creighton Brown was 
the assured winner of the B Sport class and 
the overall championship. There was a typl- 
cally end-of-season atmosphere about the place 
with the facilities looking decidedly second- 
hand, refreshments hard to come by and about 
half ‘@ dozen spectators along to watch. Is It 
too much to hope that some money can be 
‘spent on making the competitors’ and specta- 
tors’ lot off the track a little more pleasant 
before next season ? 

‘The London Car Club was in charge so a 
few non-MCD championship rounds helped to 
‘add Interest to the seven-race programme. The 
Mini Miglia cars scattered themselves around 
Gerards at the first time of asking, bringing 
the race to & halt and removing inter alia 
Bole position man Phil Johnstone, as well 

second row of the grid. This left thi 
in the championship Phil Spurling with 
‘@ great opportunity of improving his position 
at the expense of Johnstone, which he did in 
the best manner by leading all the way, 
Champlonship leader Russell Dell, with a new 
bodyshell on his Ripspeed car, was a not so 
distant second but never chalienging for the 
lend. Third was much closer between the two 
Lassman cars of Alex Boyle and Terry Hird, 
‘who builds them. A last lap effort by Hird 
Just failed to take him past Boyle but it did 
emote John Bradburn to fifth. 


Japper when Leicester toy salesman 
John Bright in his old Merlyn Mk II led from 
Start to finish despite a strong challenge from 
Alan Clennell’s Unbrako Hawke DLII. Only 
‘8 few lengths behind, Richard Dutton (Titan 
Mk 6) was doing his best to hold off the 
@xverienced Mike King (Brauch Racing Lola 
‘T340) but, when King got by at the Esses on 
Inp 6, Dutton’s attemot to repass at the hair- 
pin ended with an aviating spin and broken 
front suspension (variously described by the 
ator “engine trouble” — and 
rear suspension!”). King recovered 
to retrieve third from Ken Pickering’s Jamun 
‘TAB on the last lap. 

‘Next year the Clubmen's B Sport class will 
be restricted to Formula Ford engines, in 
1974 ShellSport and Tricentrol champion 
Creighton Brown was unable to take the 
Screaming 1-litres out in a blaze of glory when 
his engine threw a rod in practice. He took 
‘over Peter Owen's U2 Mk 11B for a taste of 
FF power and finistted sixth. The race resolved 
Into a battle between the U2 works demon- 
strators of Nick Adams and Arthur Mallock. 
‘What could have been a tremendously sati 
fying win for the man who is mainly respon- 
sible for the formula's existence, went instead 
to the very promising Adams, who took over 
the lead on the third lap. Chris Greville 
‘Smith's Phantom crept up on Arthur as the 
race progressed, but many years’ race craft 
Kept the U2 in front to the end. Bill Cowling’s 
early appearance in third place with his 
Gryphon ended in a spin at the hairpin so 
Alex Ferrada consolidated his class second in 
the champlonship ahead of Keith Stanbury’s 
Haggispeed Mk 4. Del Beavans was deeply 
involved in the struggle for fourth, too, in 
his DRW, until he crunched the nose at the 
hairpin. 

‘A shower of rain greeted the Mini-Se7ens 
which made them tread cautiously. The front 
row contained the 1974 champion Chris 
‘Tyrrell on pole, and two former champions 
Reg Armstrong and Graham Wenham. The 
latter's engine went on to three cylinders 

Imost_at once, leaving Armstrong to jou: 
with Tyrrell. First one and then the other 
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ied at different parts of the circuit 
Until Tyrrell Jost time at the hairpin on lap 
4, falling to third behind Graham Woskett. He 
‘came back in great style, closing right up on 
Ammstrong on the last lap and just failing to 
by a few yards. Woskett found himself 
heading for the grass at Gerards on the pen- 
ultimate lap and dropped to fifth behind Hugo 
Shipley and Hugo Hoyle. 

‘Only pole squatter, Barry Foley chose wet 
tyres for the ShellSport final, but it seemed to 
Be a wise decision as the Bruno Roughcutter 
streaked into the lead from Noel Stanbury’s 
Gryphon. Noel had other ideas about who was 
the senior partner and closed in, but on the 
third lap at the hairpin the Gryphon nudged 
‘St Bruno’s rear, breaking a mudguard stay 
‘which began converting a rear tyre to a slick 
in a cloud of tobacco smoke. Barry persevered 
for a lap of two before calling a halt but the 
Gryphon was not to be left in peace with the 
Yead for Frank Sytner was charging along, 
bringing Richard Cresswell's Phantom with 
him. A’ little farther back Dick Mallock had 
started going places in Steve Russell's U2. 

On the sixth lap Frank held the iead 
between the Esses and the hairpin before 
Stanbury got it back, but the next time round 
he did it properly while Cresswell closed in 
on the Gryphon. Suddenly Mallock was in 
among them as well, shooting round the out 
side of Cresswell at the Esses and demoti 
Stanbury half a lap later, as the Gryphon's 
bodywork began to collapse. By then Sytner 
had opened up a few yards lead and crossed 
the line first before Mallock could seriously 
threaten him. Despite only doing half a season 
Mallock clinched second in the championship 
class behind Stanbury by beating Cresswell, 
while Vernon Davies was busying himself with 
giving Richard Groombridge’s new Hustler SS4 
‘an Initial outing lower down the field. That, 
‘at least, was some of the race as we saw it 
from the bar, but rumour has it that the 
‘winning car was actually driven by Its owner, 
one Idi Amin, the rest being disqualified 
anyway! 

‘A wet practice had mixed up the special 
saloon grid a little which made for a thrilling 

ll Cox sorted his way past sundry 

Minis in his Red Rovers Capri- 
Leader until the last lap was Denis 
(Anglia twin-cam) but brute fore 
ind a little road-holding triumphed at the last 
and despite a brave effort by Welch, who 
refused to give up, Cox crossed the line 0.2 5 
in front with « startled back marker between 
them. Paul Storr’s pushrod Escort was a tidy 
third ahead of John Wales in Martin Sellicks’s 


Welch, 


A-litre Cooper S, which began the race smoking 
badly, but then gave up and carried on to win 
the class by 0.2 s from George Hard's similar 
car, and the remarkable Austin A40 of Peter 
Cartlidge. Tite 1300 class, although slower, 
was equally close, being won by’ a similar 
margin by Ian Blunt's Cooper $ from Sue 
Tucker-Peake's Escort GT with Michael 
Shearer's Cooper $ third, like Cartlidge only 
0.4 s behind the class winner. 

‘A splendid array of T-type MGs came out 
for the last event and justified a race of their 
own by lapping quickly, sounding fruity and 
dicing furiously. Chief protagonists wer 
Gerry Brown, Pete Creswell and Dave Clewley 
while Paddy’ Willmer and Chris Jones were 
only a few lengths behind. Creswell came off 
worst of a major kerfuffle 
lap 4, falling to fifth while thi 
Clewley's short 
up with Brown 
by just over 


lap but failed 
second to take first place after 
@ stirring battle. Creswell made it back to 
third ahead of Jones and Willmer. 


IAN TITCHMARSH 
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Road test 


a eas 
When in France 


the Renault pauses outside @ pleasant French auberge 


Old French favourite still a good buy 


Regular readers may remember that I always 
choose horses for courses when making long 
Journeys in the performance of my duties 
The trip to the Paris show demanded suitable 
transport, complicated on this occasion by 
my recent discharge from hospital. Having 
‘enjoyed rude health for many years, I knew 
nothing of the requirements of convalescents, 


but comfortable travel and lack of driving 
fatigue were obviously paramount 

It seemed natural, therefore, to pick a 
Renault, as the famous seats, coupled with 
soft independent suspension, could be relied 
upon to insulate my feeble frame from the 
French roads, For this journey, I was not 
ashamed to let automatic transmission take 


The controversial lines have not changed over the years. 


by John Bolster 


some of the strain from driving in Paris, 

‘On collecting the car from Western 
Avenue, 1 was’ at first concerned to. find 
that the steering was rather heavy for an 
invalid. However, the tyre pressures proved 
to be somewhat low and 1 took the opportun- 
ity to adopt the high-speed settings 
recommended in the Instruction book. There- 
after, the steersman's task was by no means 
arduous 

The R16 TS is too well known to require 
‘ full description. The independent suspension 
is by torsion bars all round and the drive goes 
to the front wheels. In this case, the light: 
alloy engine is in unit with a 3-speed auto- 
matic transmission of advanced design, 
developed by the Régie Renault for their front 
drive cars. There is an electronic brain, which 
analyses the performance requirements and 
makes the necessary changes, the engage- 
ment of the gear trains being by hydraulically 
actuated clutches. 

‘On the road, the complexities of this 
transmission are proved to be more than 
worthwhile. Though the changes are amazingly 

they are rapid, too. The only 
le loss of time is in making a stand- 
ing start, the initial acceleration feeling 
somewhat gentle. Thereafter, the transmission 
allows the engine to approach. maximum 
permitted revs, giving an easy 70 mph in 
Second gear. This allowed the car to race 
against similar Renaults with manual boxes 
in the grand prix of Paris, where it proved 
highly ‘competitive. 

There seems little difference in 


100 mph can be exceeded on the level and 
90 mph is an easy cruising speed. Fuel 
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Road test 


- A most comfortable ride, with a total 
absence of pitching, is ensured by the 
suspension, while the seats complete the 
feeling of luxury. The 16 TS is quieter than 
most of its rivals, only a suspicion of body 
boom occurring at fairly high speeds on a 
trailing throttle. The car is quiet. enough 
to allow the radio to be enjoyed during fast 
cruising on the autoroutes. The level of wind 
noise is low, except for some disturbance 
when the air intake flap in the scuttle is fully 
pen. The heating and ventilation are very 
effective and easy to control with a bit of 
practice; the engine is rather apt to stall 
While first warming up. 


Electrically controlled windows were fitted 

to the front doors of the test car and proved 
worthwhile extra. I loved the self-locking, 
s, which can be instantly secured by a 

single key from the driver's door. This 

eal refinement that one blesses all the ti 

particularly on social occasions. 


Another excellent feature is the knob 
that alters the level of the lights to com: 
pensate for heavy loads: a sensible i 
that I have met so far only on French cars. 
In addition to the normal headlamps, ext 
quartz-halogen projectors can be switch 
on to operate through the same lenses, bein 
controlied by the usual dipswitch thereafter 
The ordinary lights are quite adequate but 
the extra ones are tremendous and need not 
be used during everyday commuting, 


The legendary thickly padded seats are as restful and absorbent as eve The Renault 16 TS is a deservedly popular 
ar, both in England and in its 
economy iis also impressive for an automatic be taken astonishingly fast if one ignores th country. It has a well-bal set of vi 


car and'I averaged 27 mpg when driving quite With low tyre pressures, there is plenty of  combinin 
rapidly screaming on 5 ccasions, but harder use with useful fi 

Unfortunately, the gear selector lever Inflation greatly reduces this nuisance The form, 
not as well arranged as that of the Renault steering has strong self-centring action and driving with little of performance, For 
12. The 16 has a column-mounted lever, with quite low-geared, though it is far from dead those ‘requiring @ saloon that is virtusliy an 
a indicator hand moving backwards’ com- and gives the driver a good sense of mastery. estate car, this old favourite is still = good 
pared with itself; in other words, lever and The ‘16 unders ‘though not as strong buy 
Indicator rotate in opposite directions. This Is as the 12, and it never shows any tendenc 
confusing at first, as are the leve the 0 plough ‘straight on when cornering hard le, price 2004.74 
various stops between the positions on the The brakes are consistent inaction an " ‘ nig 


‘At least there is no obstruction do. not become n as did those of some 
r Renaults. They do not tend to fa 

the good adhesion of the independe ae, 
rapid Cheam : s 


nd, which is a fault that mars 


The driving position is excellent and there inded. wheels perm 
is a good all-round view. The soft. suspension tops ti 
allows a good deal of roll but corners can m dent in Paris traf 


Spare wheel is easy to get at, and simple DIY mainten 
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WESTHILL GARAGE (GRASSMORE) LTD. 
NORTH WINGFIELD ROAD, 
CHESTERFIELD, 
DERBYSHIRE 


Renault distributors for North Derbyshire and 
North Notts for over 20 years. 


Come and see the full range of Renaults here 
and arrange a test drive any time. 


Telephone 
CHESTERFIELD (0246) 
850208 


VICTORIA MOTORS (New Barnet) LTD. 
NEW BARNET GARAGE | aN 


EAST BARNET ROAD ie 

HERTS = ra 
Prompt delivery most models. Large selection 
of new and used Renaults on display 


Demonstration cars available 


TEL: 01-440 8412 


JOHN POCKLINGTON LTD. 


SALTFLEETBY, LOUTH 
LINCS. 


Everything for Renault 


in Lincolnshire 


Tel: 050-783 701 


BUTLERS MOTORS LTD. 


TORBAY GARAGE 
NEW ROAD, BRIXHAM 
SOUTH DEVON 


SALES SERVICE & SPARES 


BRIXHAM 2266 
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GOODMAYES MOTORS LTD. 


WHALEBONE LANE, CHADWELL HEATH, 
ESSEX 


Renault Specialists and Dealers 


SALES 
SERVICE ohne 


AND ® 


SPARES 


Tel: 
01-590 6692 
and 


You've read about the Renault 16TS automatic 


—now come and test drive one 


CAMPBELL SYMONDS 


i Bos EMPIRE 
GARAGE 
WESTERN 
AVENUE 


The incredible LONDON, W5 
Renault 16TS Tel: 
automatic 01-998 1515 


PICCADILLY MOTORS LTD. 


412 ASHTON OLD ROAD 
MANCHESTER M11 2DT 


Telephone 
061-273 2101 
061-223 5464 


> 
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PICCADILLY MOTORS LTD. 


79 LANCASHIRE HILL 
STOCKPORT 
CHESHIRE 


061-480 9528 


W. E. CHALLICE LTD. 


CANNINGTON, ae 
BRIDGWATER, " 
SOMERSET 
=A ee 


If it's Renault it's CHALLICE 
If it's CHALLICE it must 
be Renault 


Tel: Combwich (027-865) 228 


After leading 


BORDER RALLY 


at the lunch halt: Bul Ta: 


Heggie and Jasper both win 


Berwick & District Motor Club's 23rd Border 
Rally was an event of two distinet parts. 
‘The five morning stages seemed too daunting 
for most people, and nobody established a 
command over the event, or themselves. T 

afternoon was quite a different proposition, 
however, as everyone threw themselves. vig 


‘orously into the final stages of the 1974 
Scottish Championship. Out of this action- 
packed afternoon, Donald Heggie emerged 


the vietor inthe rally, and Arthur J 


pe 


clinched the Shell/Scotsman Championship. 

‘With national status this year, and the 
usual ‘welcome sponsorship from Lombard 
North Central, the Border Rally attracted 
few southern crews, but virtually everyone 
from Scotland and the north-east of England 
was there. By virtue of his leading position 


‘Arthur Jasper 
athy 


In the Scottish Championship, 
was given the number one slot in the B 
Lofsure Centre RS, with Bill Crabb navigating 
At two, and requiring to finish the event three 
Pinces ahead of Jasper to win the champion 


ship, was the Idem/Wiggins Teape Escort 
of Donald Heggie and George Dean. Andrew 
Cowan had returned from his successful 


Australian jaunt to find the SMT Magnum re 


bodied after its Saltire roll, but this time 
ina Firenza shell. and with Hugh McNeil 
navigating. Bill Taylor and Ian Maclver were 
giving the Royal Bank Escort its final fling 
before it receives a well-earned new shell 
‘though the car bore no trace = in: 
version in Mull). At five and six should have 


been Tony Fowkes and Willie Crawford, but 
Tony was still sorting out some brake’ and 
handling problems with his new Escort, while 
Willie's car was hors de combat following 
his Lindisfarne mishap. Their places were 
taken by Phil Wilks Saab, and Gil Scurr 
Escort. At seven were Piggy” Thompson 
and Mike Nicholson, and at eight, and also 
in contention for the Scottish championship 
were Alastair Findlay and Frew Bryden in the 
Contour Artists Materials Escort RS, still 
with its standard 1600 cc unit, but with plans 
for more power in 1975. 

Familiar faces appeared down the entry 
ist ‘with Ian Milne at nine, Kevin Videan's 
lusty Datsun at eleven, Ian Wilson in a Group 


1 1600 ce Opel Ascona at twelve, the hard. 
trying Allan Ameil at thirteen, followed. by 
Brian Coyle's Stiletto, Jim McRae’s Escort 


TC, Charles Samson's Viva, and the Escorts 
of Brian Benson and Alastair Kesson. Down 
at numbers twenty-three and twenty-six, Rob 
Baillie and Neil Metcalfe were destined for 
eventual high placing: 

From the civilised 10 am start in Hawick, 
the ‘rally headed straight for the first group 
of five stages which entered the Keilder 
complex at Byrnesy and emerged some twenty 
fone forest miles and an hour later at Fal 


38 


stone. Nobody 
on these stages 
tried as bard as anyone 
firebreak probably cost 
stage four, The Dodd, 
Bill Taylor was also in contention and led 
narrowly at lunch. “Piggy had started as 
quickly as anyone, as had Allan Arnell, while 
Donald Heggic was having a miserable time 
Cdriving Nike id woman”) and strug: 
fling to locate ht misfire. Arthur Jasper 
ast required to keep Donald within his sights 
to secure the championship, and indeed at 
Tuneh ‘by only four seconds. Videan's 
Datsun had disappeared without and 
Darryl Weldner had burnt out the exhaust 
valves on one cylinder. When a ead 


really stamped their authority 
aithough Andrew Cowan 

A quick jump up & 

him twenty seconds 
ut he did achieve 


plug 


Arthur Jasper—popular Scottish cham 
then became detached he soldiered on with 
only two effective cylinders. Brian Benson 
punctured, and had an exhaust manifold 


bolt fall cut, while Al Kesson had blown the 
it filter sealing ring on the way to the first 
Stage and was running very late. Vince Fin 

Son put the Rainbow Imp off briefly, and 


ftened the exhaust pipe, but recovered tc 
take his class once more 

The order at lunch, then, was Taylor. 
Cowan, Thompson, Arneil, Heggie and Jasper 
The usual five-star-lunch-in-a-fleld-with-baker's 
van saw some very long faces _ of 
those who just weren't getting it together, 
but the pressure was now on, and at Dings 
Rigg, stage six, the action really started 


Charles Samson broke the Viva's gearbox, 


and “Piggy's" Escort just plain stopped. 
Eventually a faulty battery cut-out switch 
was isolated, and off it went again, but the 
‘maximum incurred put paid to his’ chances, 

‘Cowan flew to fastest time, while Heggic 
got going to come second. Eight-and-a-half 
miles past Muckle Dodd Hill, and over White 
hill Moor Gust as on the Lindisfarne) pro- 
vided an even bigger sort-out. Heggie and 
Cowan were way out in front, and Bill Tay- 
lor performed yet another roll, backwards 
this ‘time, when a broken front brake pipe 
left him with back brakes only. He continued 
minus front and rear screens, but the through: 
flow ventilation made breathing difficult at any 
real speed, 

‘Allan Arneil's engine was reported to have 
seized and the water fell out of Brian 
Coyle's Stiletto after a hose had split. A 
further eight miles via Reeker Pike towards 
Cranecleugh and it was Cowan from Heggie 
again, Donald) annoyed at having eased 
off over a particularly muddy bumpy stretch. 
‘Andrew and Donald were taking turns at 
going first through the stages, and the six 
miles around Scald Pike (to exit near S.H. 
618 on the Falstone-Keilder yellow) settied 
the issue. 

Heggie was first 
muddy horror 


through this rough and 
and was way out in front, 
but Cowan misjudged a rutted right-hander 
and stuffed ‘the Vauxhall's nose into the 
bank from where it could not be extricated. 

Murray Grierson laid his Escort on its 
side ata deceptive firebreak, which was un: 
Usual, because these were mostly arrowed 
The club had angled the arrows to show 
the severity of the junctions and the general 
Impression was that this had been success 
fully achieved; although there were quite a 
number of redundant’ caution boards, none 
of which were indicated in the stage instruct 
fons. Some consistent standards need to be 
developed for next year’s championship. 

With virtually all the 
vanquished, Donald Heggie looked certain 

win the rally, but lose the championship, 
for Arthur Jasper was still running strongly 
Even the former outcome was jeopardised, 
however, when a sippy righthander claimed 
the Idem Escort, which alld sideways into 

The hot’ engine refused to restart, 
nds ticked by before the car 
roared into life again 

Tan Milne left the fray with a blown head- 
gasket, and Lawson/Glenda Eadie 
the 
that for once his Saab wasn't going to break 
down and appeared in the fastest times. Al 
Kesson and Alastair Findlay had both speeded 
up, and Rob Baillie was easily the highest 
pliced challenger, but could not overhaul 
the shock absorberless Jim McRae for the 
championship, which brother John Baillie 
had won in 1973 

‘The results eventually 
number of obvious errors, most of which 
were corrected. In truth, the organisation 
of the results service did’ not do justice to 
what had been an otherwise well-concelved 
and compact event. The rally also suffered, 
through no fault of the club's, from the 
rough and rutted state of many of the Keilder 
roads. There was little evidence of regrading 
since the Lindisfarne, and one hopes that 
something may be done before the RAC Rally. 
The Forestry Commission's scale of charges 
has remained unchanged for some years now, 
but one hopes that the roads will not be 
allowed to deteriorate too badly for reasons 
of economy alone. 

Donald Heggie was a clear winner of the 
event, while Arthur Jasper held off A\ 
Kesson and Alastair Findlay, to be a highly 
popular winner of the Scottish Championship. 
Sadly, Arthur had withdrawn from the RAC 
Rally. on doctor's orders, and everyone, we 


arrived with 


are sure, wishes him well in his forthcoming 
stay in hy 


pital 


GEORG| AN 
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SNETTERTON 


Crawford's lucky Formula Atlantic win 


Typical Snetterton weather, cold, blustery 


Ht 
fiilis 
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and popularity of thie class of 
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Richard Long was up and away 10 
BDA engined Anglia from the outside before 
the starting flag, Peter Baldwin waited in the 
centre with hig Mini for the conventional 
moment, while poor John Homewood had to 


So engrossed were they in their battle that 
Homewood, recovering at a fantastic pace, 
had stormed past them on the thind lap be- 
fore they realised he was there. Easily set- 
ting fastest tap, che Imp had pulled out a lead 
of over haifa minute at the end. Rupert 
the Bear,” Long's land of “milk and thoney ” 
‘was further shattered a5 Baldwin also passed 
him end pulled well clear. Shepherd gradually 
fell back and was overhauled by David 
Enderby and his rapid Pole Position Racing 
Mini, and had to suffer the ignominity of run- 
ning out of petrol just as he began a spirited 
defence of hhis class leadership. 

‘Alan Jones qualified fastest’ for the pen- 
ultimate round of the Southern Organs 
Formula Atlantic Championship, having 
Jappeg the Custom Made/Harry Stier Rac- 
ing March 74B in 65.05. The car was under- 
Steering more than Alan would have ied, 
possibly due co the strong wind blowing 
Across the circuit at 90" to the main straight, 
affecting the long F2 type nose. Also, like 
many Of their rivals, the team found it 
necessary ito change their gear ratios between 
practice and the race due to the high wind. 
Next to Jones on the fromt row was Jim 
‘Crawford, having his first race in a Chevron 
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827 owned by Fred Opert Racing end driven 
‘unsil recently by Hecuor Rebaque. Jum, being 
quite pleased wath the car, which needed more 
sorting, sex a time of 65.6. One further effect 
Of the wind was that everyone was having 
trouble ‘gesting their tyres up 0 working 
temperature but Matt Spitzley, still running 
narrow F3 wheels on his Rapid Movements 
‘sponsored March 74B, did not have this 
problem and got it ail together to record 
65.8 s and fill the third spot on the front 
rank. 

‘On the next row were Peter Wardle, STP 
Racing Team Surtees TS15, and Richard 
Scott, Hurford Jones Lola T360, both clocking. 
66.05. The former appeared happy cn two 
counts—tis practice time and the layout of 
the new corner—as he had been consulted in 
the cnitial sages and felt, upon seeing én 
realty for the first time, that it would, in 
the future at any rate, be a success. Behind 
them John Nicholson, “Pinch (Pant) Ltd 
Lyncar had set 66.2 5, but found a trouble- 


losing straight- 
c, leading the points’ 
. had trouble with a broken seal allowing 
oil on to the rear brakes of the Chequered 
Flag Brablam BT40. Completing the thed 
row was the young Brazilian Alex Ribeiro, 


Baldwin tries to pass Long's Anglia. 


ill in the GRD he raced last weekend, 
despite having been to see the Modus 
concern recently. Of the other front 
runners Geoff Friswell had spent over 80 
hours rebuilding tvis March after dts shunt at 
Brands and was well dawn the grid. Ted 
Wentz had @ persistent and very audible mis- 
fire throughout practice. 

‘At the start Jones rocketed away to lead 
10 Riches, while a very enthusiastic start by 
Ribeiro up the outside saw him apparently 
make contact with Spitzley. By lap 4 the 
order had stabilised at Jones with almost 3.5 
in hand over Crawford, another gap to Wentz, 
who had made an excellent start, Mallock 
dropping back, Wardle, and Scott who had 
been fighting his way through the back 
markers. Already, John Nicholson's hopes of 
@ second Atlantic title this year had been 
dashed when he was forced to retire with 
carburation trouble, whilst Spitzley and 
Ribeiro had disappeared both with handling 
difficubies ! 

‘At balf distance Crawford was beginning to 
nibble away at Jones's lead and as they 
Started the last lap it was a scant 0.5 5, but, 
with Crawford, as he admitted later, not really 
expecting to get past Jones. At Sear, Jones 
ran over a kerb and to the closely following 
Crawford it was obvious from the tyre pro- 
file that his rival had a puncture. A delighted, 
but somewhat lucky Crawford took the 
‘chequered flag while the unlucky Jones strug- 


gled towards che finish line, only to be pipped 
by Wentz for second by 0.4 s. Mallock, still in 
trouble with oil leaking on to his rear brakes, 


subsequent halfshaft failure. Tony Whibley 
was an unchallenged second throughout with 
the Drake & Fletcher Ltd Firenza, Eric Smith 
(1.3 Mini GT) beat off the Minis’ of Jan Bax 
and Tony Westbrook for a class win, but was 
‘almost caught by Phil Clarke, Team Iceni/The 
Kingsway Inn Firenza, Clarke only getting into 


his stride in che later stages of the race 

Perhaps he was practising for the FF Fest 
val to be held at Snetterton in two weeks’ 
time when he can expect much stronger 
‘opposition, for the confident way Frank Hop- 
per was throwing the Crossle 25F around in 
2 series of controlled slides to win the FF 
thrash, leaves no doubt he will be a front 
runner in that competition and that the for- 
giving Crossie suits his driving style, Glenn 
Eagling, driving his Lotus 61 based GES 1 
and Miki Dee, his ancient Merlyn 11A, duelled 
all the way, the runner-up. slot eventually 
going to Eagling by 0.2 ‘good drive by 
{he two youngsters. David McCallum fought 
his way up the fieid from a lowly position 
on the opening lap to finish fourth with the 
Van Diemen RFG4. The similar car of Rob 
Orford was next, having had trouble disposing 
‘of Michael Morland's Elden 10C which was a 
lap behind due to a spin, but ran with the 
leading bunch for the remainder of che race. 
Peter Owles put in a good performance with 
another elderly Merlyn Mk 11 to finish sixth, 

Geoff Gilkes and Alan Corbishley, lying first 
‘and second in the TEAC Mint 7 Championship, 
hheld the first two positions on the grid and 
dominated the last race, Gilkes eventually 
Winning from his rival by 2 s, Robere Addison 
was a lonely third being outpaced by the 
Teading duo but in turn leaving the cest well 
behind. Alan Shields retired from fourth on 
the last Jap with engine problems leaving 
Martin Moorhead the position. 


Andy Leeder 


erm 


Bal 
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Lunging out of the woods, Tim Stock’s prototype 140 mph Firenza SS reveals its pronounced air dam for 


Still on the secret list: 
the Vauxhall Firenza SS 


packs a very powerful punch 


CHRIS WITTY tries Tim Stock's volatile road racer 


‘When Vauxhall allowed us to see thelr latest droop snout Firenza earlier this year, it marked 
a unique turning point in the marketing policies of the General Motors-owned Bedfordshire 


based company. At last, well aware of th 
selling sporting high performance models, 


ir competitors’ successful Image in producing and 
‘auxhall attempted to dispel 


lr staid image and 


took It upon themselves to infiltrate the market by carrying out a very distinctive front end 
styling exercise on their current Firenza. The end result has produced a very attractive and 
Aggressive sports coups. However, if you can get bold of one, then treat it with care 


‘One such person who has done so is Vaux 
halt dealer and GI saloon racer, Tim Stock, 
who runs his showroom just outside Ipswich 
fon the Ai2 from Colchester, But Tim's Firenza 
is a very special car and, in a nutshell, it 
can only be described as absolutely exhil 
ing 

In essence, it Is the prototype version of 
what any Firenza owner can do to his own 
car simply by buying the necessary DTV 
components required to turn the car from a 
120, mph projectile into a 140. mph-plus 
Porsche Carrera eater. The end result will cost 
you half the price of a Porsche and, if you 
take the car on face value, it can be cor 
Parable to the best that Europe can produce. 

Tt 4s easy to bestow praise upon such a 
car and, in the case of owners of more 
expensive machines, it may seem an insult 
to even compare Tim Stock’s Firenza SS with 
them but, in the way that Stock and Vauxhall 
have co-operated, along with their DTV racing 
wizard Bill Blydenstein, the plain fact is that 
this car is really quite an eye opener. 
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Ingredients 
In current standard form, the ordinary 
Fireaza coupé develops about 131° bhp (DIN) 
from its big 2litre. straight four cylinder 
Engine, and that's. good enough to. push you 
ip. to. around. 120-'mph. Coupled’ with a 
med 0-60 mph time of 75 5, it gives you 
S'presty well balanced high performance motor 
far By fitting a, Stage IV big-valve cylinder 
head, which is readily available as a. DTV 
Sportpart kit (as are all the extras that. wil 
be listed), and two twin-choke Dellorto 48 mm 
Earburetters, about 26" per cent extra power 
is added and the increase in all’ round per 
formance is quite staggering 


low ‘speed torque is such that you can sit 
stationary with the engine idling on tick-over 
and get instant response to the throttle. Even 
the lack of a limited slip differential is hardly 
noticed, so good is the traction, and the car 
takes off right the way through the range 
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in every gear until the top speed of 138.45 mph 
(at 6500 rpm in fifth) Is achieved with 0-60 
‘mph in 65's. That, in itself, is very impressive, 

They say that a man’s character is reflected 
in the car he drives, As he sits in his office 
with this silver-grey projectile sitting inno 
cently outside, Tim's eyes light up with 
expectation as he walts for a verdict on the 
car. He emphasises the point that this Is 
“the prototype,” and you know he's proud 
to be the owner, It's easy to know how he 
feels. 

‘The standard droop snout Firenza will cost 
you around £2400. If you want to turn it into 
the SS specification, @ la Timothy Stock, a 
further £1000 will have to be begged borrowed 
or stolen .. . but you've still got exceptional 
value, certainly by today's standards. 

‘As already mentioned, the SS has received 
the addition of the Stage IV big valve head 
with Dellorto carbs, and these replace the 
Standard twin 175 Strombergs. To complement 

"e cylinder head modifications, a large bore 
exhaust manifold with tuned equal length 
pipes culminate in a single rear outlet. This 
is responsible, so Tim tells us. for the wide 
torque curve of the engine. Again as previously 
mentioned, this is a DTV Sportpart item. That 
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Tune in 


takes care of the engine, although you can 
have transistorised ignition as an extra or 
even a re-profiled GT4X camshaft as an option. 
‘An oll cooler is fitted. The car as tested had 
the standard cam which undoubtedly accounted 


for the decidedly untemperamental behaviour 
at low revs. On reflection, the performance 
Seemed more than enough to satisfy most 
drivers as It was, 

‘On to the suspension and it is here that 
one of the car's greatest assets bears fruit 
All that Stock has done is to fit pre-set gas 
filled German Bilstein shock absorbers which 
suit his particular taste. For the customer, 
adjustable Konis will be fitted so that he can 
find his owd requirements. Subjectively speak 
Ing, the Bilsteins were ideal and complements 
the overall taught feel of the car. The rest 
Of the suspension is standard—a tribute to 
its sound, original design. 


Aerodynamics 

At speed, the stability that the front air-dam 
bestows, instills enough confidence to relax 
the grip on the small steering wheel and 
brake heavily. The nose dips ever so slightly 
and the speed decreases almost as rapidly as 
the car can accelerate. The brakes are the 
standard disc/drum set-up but with heavy duty 
Ferodo pads and linings. Blended un- 
obtrusively on to the rear boot lid is the 
non-standard rear spoiler. Stock explained 
that the aerodynamics of the car’ allow 
the airstream to taper over. the. sloping 
roof and boot to a point about 18 inches wide 
‘at the rear. By running a modest apron across 
this area, ihe aerodynamics are improved by 
quite a considerable amount. "I'm not sure 
Of the exact figure but we do know that it 
works," says Stock. The reason for a full 
width’ spoiler is primarily to tidy up. the 
appearance and blend it in with the striking 
Hines of the car. 

‘Once again, there Is the car's superb trac 
tion, both 4n' putting the power down In a 
straight line and out of corners, especially 
as it isn't fitted with an LSD. “I find it very 
difficult to lift the inside rear wheel at all. 
exclaimed a beaming Tim. So did we. 

‘At high speed whilst attacking fast curves, 
the Firenza S$ hugs the road and rides every 
undulation without any hint of bump. steer 
So smooth yet well damped was the ride that 
high speeds in the 100 mph plus range can 
be regarded as normal cruising | speeds. 
Directional changes were neat and precise 
thanks to the slightly heavier steering which 
Is down to some increased castor on the front 
Wheels, and coupled with the standard ZF 
S-speed gearbox, which in itself is a heavy 
but sturdy lump, there was a gear for every 
conceivable road situation. However, that’s not 
to say the engine is at all peaky. Far from 
it, But in the middle and upper rev range, 


& 


Non-standard Recaro seats are superbly comfortable and relaxing. 


Kt made no odds to “stir the pot" a liste 
Stock did warn about the cumbersome nature 
of the gearchange with its central sp 
loading, but it never proved a hindrance 
despite a high pitched whine, it is reassuring 
to know that the gearbox Is capable of taking 
rough treatment 

In slower second gear comers, the tail 
could be made to slide out in a progressive 
and enjoyable oversteering attitude which can 
de easily adjusted by maintaining the pres: 
sure on the throttle and a quick Mick of the 
wrists. It's all so precise, effortiess, and in 
normal fast driving the car handles’ in com. 


pletely neutral fasbion. The engine pulls 
strongly up to 8500 rpm, and then begins 
to run out of breath a little. Those extra 
800 revs or so then begin to take a little 
time to build up in fifth gear, but it's only 


on the very wide open spaces you can un. 
eash the willing horses 

The wheels are the standard wide alloy 
GJK rims featuring the Avon safety bead 
which ensures that the excellent’ Avon 
185/70HR x 13 tyres remain on the rim in 
the event of a blow out. Stock’s had two 
such punctures and one of them was at 
speeds in excess of 100 mph. “I could hardly 
even feel it,” exclaimed Tim. However, good 
though the tyres are in the dry, they do tend 
to let go rather early in the damp and wetter 
conditions. It pays to be cautious and pr 
Bressive with the car under such extremes. 
After all, if you can provoke power over- 
Steer to order in the dry, then it's obvious 


what will happen in the wet 
Internally, Stock hag made various modifica- 
Hons to the living quarters, The most notice- 
able is the addition of two Recaro seats 
which are reputed to be one of the best of 
their type In the world. They are expensiv 
but one can adjust them into virtually any 
position and undoubtedly help to give a 
favourable impression of the ride. ‘These, 
ng with a sun rool, special carpet and 
sound Insulation, and the electric windows, 
fe optional extras. Stock claims that. the 
current manual fabric sun coof is & mistake 
on his behalf, and an electric one with flush 
fitting will be available, That will cost an 
additional £150, while the electric windows 
fare a further £135. Both of these items are 
extras on top of the £325 for the interior 
package. Completing the decor are armrests 
anda glovebox, both from the Magnum 
which replaces an ugly grab handle. Com: 
pleting the in-car entertainment is a 
Fire extin- 
hazard flashers, "fog 
rear lamps and reversing lights are al 
options which the customer can 
specity, if he requires it 


Motorola  radio-cassette player. 
guisher, first aid kit 
guard 


As one of Vauxhall's more sport orientated 
dealers, Stock isn’t stopping at the SS pack. 
age, for he's already working on a droop 
snout Estate version while plans are going 
ahead for similar replicas of the droop snout 
front end to be literally bolted on to any of the 
‘existing models in the Vauxhall HC range as 
a one-piece kit. 


Aggressive yet thankfully unadorned with messy tinsel, this Vauxhall really gets over the performance image. 
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GUILD TEST DAY 


A rally car 
test day at 
Silverstone 
—Fords, Saabs, Opels 


and others gather for 
a day of mud-slinging 


By IAN SADLER 
Pictures by DAVID WINTER 


Recently AUTOSPORT was invited to attend 9 test day at Silverstone. Nothing unusual 
in that: Silverstone is obviously a location the magazine frequents; but to persuade 
“rally” staff to a motor racing circuit is not a frequent phenomenon. The day was 2 
unique and highly interesting Rally Cor Test Day courtesy of the Guild of Motoring Writers. 

‘Arranged by the Guild for the Guild. others present included Thames Television (who 
will be screening their film on” Drive-in” immediately before the RAC Rally), and @ few 
non-Guild journalists. A course with a mixture of hard concrete and soft loose sand had 
been laid out on the infield without any tricky bits, so that the cars could last the day 
without too many wounds. The vehicles present made a most impressive collection, from 
works Saabs and Fords, through DOT Opels to such cars as John Haugland's Skoda and 
British Leyland’s 1.3 Marina and group one Dolomite Sprint. 

Tt was 8 day not be missed ; a new event and, hopefully. a day to be annually repeated. 
Here, instead of writing, telephoning or sorting photographs of the rally stars, we could 
Step straight from Roger Clark's Escort RS1600 into Eklund's or Blomavist's Saab to see 
how fwd was coping with the conditions. An excellent plan. But, as is so often the cose 
in this rotten land, mother nature conjured-up one of those action replays—a reproduction 
primeval day, but rather less life-supporting than they used to be. The result_of several 
Similar previous days had the overall effect on the infield grass of simulating Satori Rally 
flash-flood road conditions. 

‘Some cars ventured out during the morning but increasingly churned-up mud made the 
going nothing short of dismal. There was nothing any writer could assess apart from the 
Siready well-known fect thot cars with their engines over the driven wheels find better 
traction. Consequently nothing much happened during the moming and while lunch was 
in progress a new course was arranged and marked out on the outfield of the circuit 
between Stowe and Club. 

‘The new course was better, fractionally, and most of the cars came out to play in the 
mud. It was not, in the opinion of this writer, the sort of day to take-up any offers of 
driving the cars. I Roger Clark couldn't find enough space or traction to get out of 
‘second gear then | would rather not be embarrassed in first gear. Instead, this writer 
chose relatively powerless Marina in which to venture round for the first time, After 
spinning on the second comer the Marina was slightly in the way of Roger Clark's Escort 
(being chased by Pond at the time). so a quick excursion into the outfield took the 
Marina off to look for some more solid ground on which to accelerate back to the track. TO 
cut a long story short, and save further embarrassment, it bogged down up to its knees 

ole ; the British Leyland Range Rover wos called out and AUTOSPORT'S 
k to passengering, the highlights of which are in the cay 


‘S' was certainly one of the 
‘most interesting cars present, even if only for 
its comparative rarity. These Czechoslovakian 
cars are sold at a subsidised price in the UK 
mostly to buyers with no interest in motor 
sport. Haugland’s Group 2 car, as prepared 
for the forthcoming RAC, was a very different 
kettle of fish. Only surprising thing was that 
it wasn't the quickest car. With engine well 
‘and truly behind the rear wheels in Porsche 
or Alpine tradition It should have been and, 
again, perhaps tyres were the problem. It 
turned out to be not very far behind the 
Saabs. The engine is stroked to 1300 ce with 
the usual twin Webers and other gubbins 
fitted, including a front mounted radiator. It 
sounded magnificent, even inside the car and 
from within a crash ‘hat. The ride was superb, 
nothing upsetting a level Keel, even with 
Haugland taking the “yump” well sideways. 
Another interesting aspect of the car was its 
‘entry Into corners. Haugland turning on lock 
with power late then locking the front wheels 
‘and waiting for a suitable ridge to jostle the 
ear out of balance before powering round; 
very sideways and very controlled. 


‘Chris Sclater was on hand 
Datsun with’ the Datsun ‘Dealers 
Violet, the car to be driven round only by 
Selater. ‘Very sensible as it turned out, Like 
the Opel Ascona, the 1403 Violet turned out 
to be surprisingly tractable, getting round the 
lreuit In what looked to be similar times to 
the Opel. The Dateun seemed to have the best 
Straight line acceleration of all cars present. 
Though the Saabs were quickest overall, th 
front wheel drive cars were making up thelt 
lime with a very quick entry speed and a 
fuick ‘exit after slithering through a direction 
change In the first part. of the corner. The 
Dateun appeared to be manageable toa point 
fand once that point was reached the ear Would 
teeter round the corner very spectacularly but 
with lite lateral control, Chris willing the 
car round the rutted, muddy, turns. Perhaps 
more to do with tyres than anything else. 
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Sanb travelled furthest and tried 
Saad wtca and mun be. conerste 
lated accordingly. The Trollhattan manufac- 
turer had two cars om hand for drivers Sti 
Blomavist and Per Eklund. Team manager Bo 

and things ran very 


Soe) 


With an Escort BDA and Roger 
Ford  Chrk to drive i, Ford. really 
didn’t need any more representation but still 
Geclded to bring along Gerry Marshalls Tour 
of Britain RS2000, This car suffered 4. minor 
fire early In the afternoon and was out of 
Action for the rest of the day. Roger Clark 
Operated very popular taxi service with the 
BDA and was nearly as quick as the Saabs. No 
fuss or bother—just putting the power down 
Whenever. possible. By comparison, Eklund’ 

Saab chaulfeuring was very hectle’ work 
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day long the Saabs were 

the conditions, on both the 

Pictured above 

Is Blomqvist setting the car up for a tigh 
right hand bend with a huge “reverse Mick 

aided by a plod on the brakes with the left 
foot while the accelerator is constantly played. 


Driven round the afternoon circuit with Blom- 
avist a front brake disc sheared on entry to 
the first corner. Lifting off the brakes and 
reaching for the handbrake Blomqvist slithered 
round wide of the “line” and said if it had 
happened on a rally stage with a drop—we 
would have gone over the edge. 


British Leyland 


were trundied out for the day 
& Group 1 Dolomite §} 
attacked the little “yump 
in anyone here and the spectacle more than 
made up for the Marina being the only car to 
bog down completely during the morning. 
Unfortunately Aurosrort stuck fast with the 
car during the afternoon. With Dawson driv: 
ing, the Marina provided some very entertal 
Ing’ runs. With comparatively little power to 
churn down to any grip the Marina clogged 
Mts tyres easily and was slithering about 
spectacularly. The Dolomite did not run for 
very long during the morning 
srnoon In the 
Editor, lost all Its 
water after throwing a fan belt 


Three ca 
from Lazy 
two Marinas 


Opel were well represented with 
Opel ony Fail, Tony Pond and Peter 
Hanson. Cars were an. ex-tour Commodore 
GS/E and the “Group 2 Ascona driven by 
Tony Pond so successfully on national rallles 
this year. The big Commodore proved to be, 
predictabiy, quite a handful on the mud but 
Pond’s car proved quite uncannily tractable 
‘on the ‘slime. Tony Pond was in as much 
Gemand for runs as was Clark and, giving five 
laps minimum to anybody who asked, the car 
ran around all day reliably but becoming bit 
tired later on. During the morning the Ascona 
was fitted with a radio transmitter for Drive- 
In and their film of Shaw Taylor being tutored 
by Tony Fall should provide an interesting few 
minutes viewing. 


KIRKISTOWN 


Todd beats rainmaster McGarrity 


After a terrible start_a somewhat curtailed 
Ulster ‘racing season came (o a satisfactory 
conclusion at Kirkistown last Saturday. 
Despite thoroughly miserable cold, wet 
weather, a good-sized crowd enjoyed a com- 
pact set of races run strictly to schedule. The 
best performance of the day was probably 

Of Nelson Todd who. led the Formula 
Allantic race from start to finish, convincingly 
beating the acknowledged “rainmaster” Patsy 
MeGarrity. 

For this final round of the BP/IYI FA 
Championship it was disappointing that no 
Souchern divers ‘made the journey north. 
However, practice times indicated a good rac 
from. the small. field, with Nelson Todd's 
Chevron B20" on pole from | MeGarrity's 
Chevron with Harold McGarrity's venerable 
but quick Brabham BT30 a close third. John 
Smith (March 722) and Walter Kinnear (Lotus 
69) were on the second row, while Bil 
Gowdy was still trying to get used to the 
much-travelled Crosslé 22F he had just pur 
chased from Desmond Mack, and was sharing 
the third row with the Clubman's cars of 
Paddy Heron and Maurice Stirling. Todd made 
a perfect. start, and as the cars streamed 
down the long back straight like power boats, 


he hada 50-yard lead from Smith, Patsy 
McGarrity, Harold McGarrity and 
Diving with perfect judgment and 

having. to indulge in wheel-to-wheel tac 


the smooth Todd was in his element and was 
ever threatened throughout. Patsy MeGarrity 
eventually got past Smith despite a slight 
mid-race misfire, Brother Harold was a distant 
fourth but Mike Martin put up a. supers 
performance in keeping his Clubman's Sizzler 
in fifth place ahead of Kinnear and Gowdy, 
until slowed by a misfire on the last tap. 
Despite an apparently over-optimistic inten. 
tion to commence racing at | pm, the, first 
race, for modified saloons, was on the grid 
only a few minutes late. Immediately the new 
Fegime in the 500 Club showed & meant busi- 
ness by starting the race at the intended time, 
despite Jackie’ Patterson's Firenza and Jim 


Crawford Harkness made a we 


McClement’s Mini being in the pits crying to 
change tyres, as rain that had started to fall 
during the warming-up lap, began to gather 
in intensity. No doubt this action will give 
rise to much controversy, but anyone who has 
tried to organise a motor sport event will 
applaud a brave decision. For a couple of laps 
the intermediate-shod Imps of George Wind. 
rum challenged the slick-equipped Mini of 
Sam Baillie, but then the bigger car began to 
edge away, despite the very. slippery track, 
‘and Windrum hung back to indulge in a bit 
of play-acting with Gordon Drew's similar car. 


On lap six Drew spun, but by the end had 
worked His way past the 999 Mini of David 
masquerading under the pseudonym 
LB. Fast 
A special feature was the Ladies’ Race 
which was a great improvement 
Somewhat farcical races of previous years. 
This was mainly cue to local Datsun d'siri 
butor “Archie Phillips taking on the mantte of 
Henry Ford and ‘aying on 12 Datsun 100As 
for the ladies ‘They rewarded his 
gallantry by ng not one of them in 
Practice or the race. . and a highly enter. 


taining race it turned out to be, with all 12 
proving to be quite forceful drivers, although 
there appeared to be quite some disparity in 
the performance of the cars. Although 
Audrey Wilson led all the way, she was very 
hard pressed in the latter stages by Ann 
MacMahon who only jst failed with a last lap 
effort at the hairpin. Doreen Ward was third 
for some time, but began to drop back, and 
Ruth Elliot and. Carolya Wibberley moved 
ahead of her 

Despite the damage Incurred at. Ingliston 
last weekend, Jim Sherry had his all-conquer: 
Ing Crosslé 25F ready for the FF race—albeit 

ly on the second row behind poleman Gary 
Gibson’ (Crossié. 25F), Crawford Harkness, 
making a welcane return in a new Van 
Dieman, and Harry Acheson. On the first lap 
it was’ Harkness in the lead from Gibson, 
then the latter took over for a couple of laps, 
but Sherry was on his tail and he took over 


ome comeback to Kirkistown finishing second in Formula Ford. 


at the port on lap four. Thereafter he pro- 
ceeded to ease away in his usual unhurried 
style, while the impetuous Gibson threw away 
his good placing with a couple of spins at 
the Hairpin, This left Harkness a safe second, 
while ‘a much subdued Eddie Jordan took his 
Crossié 20F to third place ahead of Trevor 
Templeton in the old Lotus 69. 

Not only did Archie Phillips sponsor a race 
—he also won the Modsports event—a class 
in which he used to be very much the man 
to beat. This time there was little opposition 
for his left-hand drive works Datsun 2402, 
which boomed round the circuit to win from 
Arnie Black's Midget by nearly a minute, The 
Group One race which finished the day should 
have been a dull affair without the Capris of 
John Pollock and Adrian Boyd, but this wasn't 
the case, Robert Ward made a very good 
start from the second row of the grid to lead 
from George Windrum in the ex-Plum Tyndell 
Capri, John Graham (3000 Capri) and David 
Hamiiton (Escort RS2000), The wet conditions 
should have favoured the BMW Til of Ward, 
And he seemed all set when Windrum spun 
on lap two, but Hamilton scraped past at 
Debtors Dip'on lap three although this situa- 
tion lasted only one lap. However, the race 
really built up to a last-iap climax as Wind- 
rum worked his way up again, and Ward 


must have been extremely surprised when 
both Capri and Escort shot past to leave 
Windram, Hamilton and Ward in that order, 


ESLER CRAWFORD 
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Sports extra , 


Kincrafts again—Champion Batchelor—Autocross champions— 


Ibex in Kent — Moffatt’s challenge -Semi-experts on Torbay 


RALLY 


Batchelor takes the crowns 


Gordon Batchelor’s win on last Sunday's things go wrong lately, with a big accident 
Hercock Simpson Rally had significance be- the Crystal, his engine flooding out on 
yond just mere victory, for he won the the Lindholme Trophy, and to cap it all, on 
BIRDA Gold Star series, the Triple “C” this event, after a few niggling troubles (a 
Clubman’s championship, his navigator won fault in the valve mechanism of his RS2000, 
bbls category, and he saved the stewards of and contact with a deer) he reached the 
last weekend's Lindholme Trophy rally the finish to find that he had suffered a crippling 
trouble of having to worry about the imp! navigational timing error. He was not alone 
tons of marshals allowing competitors to in this for Fidler and Allard also suffered. 
Start stages early. From uncertain beginnings It made a sad sight in the results: Lepley 
in the past, the Soar Valley Motor Club of 88th, John Cockerill 89th, Allard 90th and 
Loleestershire presented an event that was Roy’ Fidler Gist and last. The RS2000 was 
mature in organisation and befitted not only used since his usual car is being rebuilt for 
the climax of the BTRDA/CCC year, but also next year 
the Ford Escort series as well. ‘This was Tt "was end-of-season time, with absence 
divided Into. two categories this year, the from many whose cars have not matched 
RS2000 series going to John Pearson with the their driver's enthusiasm for a crazy six 
Perrys of Finchley car, his great rival David championship rounds in as many weeks. For 
McGarry having gone ‘off with one stage to even the more conservative Ford Escort 
go, and the Mexico series going to contenders this was the third round in the 
Kitching. month—and there were only eight all year 
Only two drivers were left in the rai The cars that appeared showed the strain, 
the BTRDA and the CCC crowns, Batchelor even Batchelor's had. half Signwriting 
and Gi Jey. Lepley has been having missing. The rally was unusual in starting at 


Don Nelson/Tony Kershaw brought this Carrera into nth. Richard Iliffe (below) went 
well in the early stages before breaking the suspension after a in Fermyn forest 


= % Me 
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midday Saturday and carrying through Into 
the dark, which caused some alarm amongst 
those used to rallying only in daylight. 
Batchelor did not like the night, or so he 
said, whilst David Bell's first words on reach. 
ing the end were to regret the lack of 
another half-dozen more stages at night. Bell 
had a clear run to second place whilst Tony 
Baines with the W. Parkinsons RS1600_ did 
well to be third, one second ahead of Dick 
Beeby. 

The 11 stages comprised five forests, one 
quarry and the rest. airfields or tracks. 
Luffenham is where BRM test. thoir racing 
cars and was the fastest. The quarry was at 
Ketton, near Stamford, where arrowing on 
the floor of the vast area was susceptible 
damage from the passing cars. Only one ot 
was cancelled, and this was caused by 
dangerously sited finish board which caused 
damage to some cars and alarm to many. 
The road sections were professionally defined 
by Tulip direction signs. 

From the start the determination of 
Richard Iliffe was matched only by the amaz- 
ing speed of Lepley's RS2000, but this lasted 
only till the fourth stage when Miffe broke 
the” suspension of ‘the Epic. Accessories 
RS1600 trying to drive out of Fermyn forest 
with a puncture. After sustaining a maximum 
penalty Richard then drove even harder than 
ever. Lepley had trouble hhis engine for 
a couple of stages which allowed Batchelor 
to get ahead, but in the second half things 
happened for him that made him wish he had 
never bothered to enter at all. 

‘At halfway the only major surprise was 
the retirement of the usually reliable Opel 
‘Ascona of Mike Rawson. The head gasket had 
failed, only the second time that mechanical 
trouble had sidelined him, and it had been 
the gasket on the other occasion, The Ford 
championships were favouring Pearson 
(RS2000) and Kitching (Mexico), who had 
on thelr side should the points yield a te, 
but nevertheless, they were both destined to 
succeed, Kitching in a straight fight against 
Beadle ‘who was still smarting after. belng 
“done” a couple of minutes the week before, 
In the RS2000 category any dispute that was 
outstanding was settled when McGarry went 
off. As if all this was not enough, there 
was “another championship at stake: the 
BTRDA ladies section. Only two ladies hi 
qualified; Christine Garrad, who drives the 
Valeport Service Lid Escort and who had 
gained such a lead on her rival last weekend 
that she seemed almost safe, and Jayne Neate 
(Saab V4), who refused to'be deterred, and 
who eventually put sufficient overall positions 
between her and Christine at the end of this 
event to win the series overall, Christine had 
trouble with arrows at the quarry and was 
lucky not to have a bad accident at the end 
of the stage that was cancelled. 

No definite announcements have been made 
about next year’s championships. Compared 
with the past two years, the two Escort 
series have seemed insignificant without the 
top names, but two young. drivers ha 
gained the chance of a trip to Finland to 
learn how they drive cars in Scandinavia, 
and this can certainly do no harm. Whether 
someone with less than two years’ rallying 
experience is the right person to win 


national series like the BTRDA Gold Star is 
debatable, but already Batchelor has declared 
his intention to move up the scale next year, 
which must be the obvious thing to do. 


MARTIN HOLMES 
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Sports extra 


TRIAL 
Pearce heads 


‘again on Sunday, three of the first four places 
falling to drivers of the marque. 

‘Twenty seven entries from the north and 
midlands proposed to do battle for honours 
in the High Peak trial organised by the 
Sheffield and Hallamshire Car Club, Of the 
four who failed to arrive Geoff Wallis 
materialised without his car to join the “Rent- 
Hill’ marshals in running a section whilst 
Dennis Allen was forced to abandon his outfit 
‘on the road when a wheel on the trailer all 
but came adrift. He, too, spent the day at the 
site, offering advice to his recently acquired 
jon: in-law, Tony Brise who was competing in 
the family 'Cannon/Renault. 

‘Although ths new version of Impunity has 
yet to be seen in the hands of Julian Fack 
(unveiling date due seven days hence) the 
Imtest of the cars inspired by the late Bob 
Pardoe made its debut in the hands of Pete 
Knipe. Basically similar to the cars of Poet 
lock, Evans and Warr the BMC engined Trisco 
is the first of several cars which are likely 
to materialise in the hands of members of the 
Peterborough Car Club, That the car ran 
trouble free was a tribute to its builders 
Another new face was that of John Whittaker 
who faced up to his first trial at the wheel 
of the Cannon which had been Bill Evans 
Previous mount before disappearing into the 
maw of David Hepworth and but for one 
appearance was lost for three years. It seems 
to go as welll as ever. 

Canyards Hills, near Bradfield, Sheffield, 
the site of the trial comprises a series of 
Steep hillocks covered in heather. The black, 
slippery soil thinly covers hard rock which 
becomes exposed very easily and although 
the sections are well drained there are boggy 
areas to trap the unwary between sections. 
That the hills did not retain water was to 
Prove to be important since the day was 
notable for some of the coldest raking hail 
showers experienced in even that bleak, re- 
mote place. 

‘The cars made their way in small groups 
to the foot of their allotted hills and the 
assault upon the dczen sections was soon 
underway, just as the hail starved to slash at 
the faces’ of participants and marshals alike 
With the mixture of heather and greasy soil 
there were opportunities for exponents of 
both the trickle and the leaden right boot to 
demonstrate their artistry. By the time that 
the cars had lurdhed and inched their way 
around the course for the first time a clear 
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Jack Pearce again showed that the Kincraft (s the car to beat in sporting trials. 


the Kincrafts 


pattern was emerging. In the lead, with the 
i 
of Reg Allen and Jack Pearce whil 
Harrison held third place in hes simi 
ion shared ‘with Lol Hurt 
ten points adrift bebind the leaders. 
Ralph Needham found the lowered, re-built 
Cannon well suited to the terrain and com- 
manded fifth place with 18 to his detriment, 


three clear of the Beva of Bill Evang and 
the Gecko of John Duncan 
The second round followed Immediately 


upon the first and although the leading drivers 
each incurred greater penalties these were 
probably due to arrival a: slippery sections 
during the course of heavy showers rather 
than any over casual approach. At lunch Allen 
had added eight to his opening round score 
and opened a gap of four over Pearce whose 
score of 15 gave him a comfortable second 
place well ahead of Harrison and Hurt who 
had both accumulated 28 penalties. Don Wil: 
Namson made fifth place his own with a total 
of 35 after two consistent rounds in his side- 
valve Doncan. Both Charles Pollard (Aberties) 
and Keith Butterfield (Cannon) improved their 
Positions at the expense of Bill Evans and 
John Duncan. 

With no cefreshment facilities on site and 
the nearest hostelry several miles distant most 
competitors would have welcomed a shorter 
lunch break for the biting wind and driving 
hhail chilled to the bone. A single round was 
scheduled for the afternoon, several sections 
having been altered to test further the cap3- 
bilities of the drivers. Reg Allen's disaster was 
almost immediate, the Kincraft running out of 
adhesion on the opening section with the loss 
of ten points. Lowest scores were turned in 
by Pearce and Hurt who added but a dozen 
to their previous totals with Evans the next 
most economical with a 20 despite touching 
a ten marker on an easily climable section 

Most drivers were able to consolidate their 
lunch time positions but whilst Duncan con- 

his slide down the ficld Bob Dayson 
put in a respectable round of 25 with his 
Cougar to rise from 15th to ninth spot. Like 
Allen the hopes of Harrison were dashed by 
a mistake on hill one and a further error on 
the same hill as Evans. His final score of 50 
cost him third place to Hurt with Pearce tal 
ing the laurels and another maximum in both 
BTRDA and RAC Championships 


TRIAL 


Smith’s day out 


Mrs Thelma Smith of Bishop's Itchington, 
near Leamington Spa, nearly became the 
first woman since the war to win @ restricted 
production car trial when she was overtaken 
by her husband after a recheck on the 
honours last Sunday at the Kidderminster CC 
event at Hoo Farm, Kidderminster. 

‘Driving her own Datsun Cherry and com 


“ing to the end of the first year in competi. 


tions, she crushed most of the opposition of 
33 males to come second to her husband and 
take the ladies prize for her win, She com- 
pleted the 30 sections with the Joss of 160 
marks and finished six marks ahead of the 
class winner Geoff Eden (Mini GT). 

‘A. smiling Mrs Smith, mother of two 
daughters who were present to see her 
trimph, said afterwards, "I'm over the moon. 
Completing a memorable day, Dave Smith, 
her husband, took his Skoda to a narrow one 
mark victory in the conventional saloon class 
where he just piped Stephen Courts in @ 
similar car. 


where Robert Gilhooley beat 
Rob Main by @ mark, both in their Imps 
while Mac Hazlewood’ (Dellow) had only & 
couple of marks in hand over Bill Cooke’ 
Imp in Clas 


Garner's sandocross 
BTD at Weston 


Fastest at a cold and windy Weston sando- 
croms_on October 20 was Midlander Nick 
Garner in his Solthull Motors Mini, His 870 


put in two very consistent runs at the four 
abreast event, and his best time of 2 m 5.1 5 
gave him victory by seven-tenths of a second 
ahead of Dave Blaber in his 1300 Mini 

‘The Merridale brothers, Bob and Tony, had 
a terrible time and Ron Douglas never started 
after discovering clutch trouble with his mid~ 
‘engined Escort. Bob Merridale broke the diff 
fon. bis 1300 Escort, while Tony. struggled 
with the wrong tyres and never offered a 
Serious challenge to George Warren who 
cleaned up both the front-engined rwd classes 
with @ brace of Escorts, 

‘Among the mid capacity Minis Frank 
Morris achieved a rare success in defeating 
Roger Brunt by a second, but despite 
speed trip from Brands Hi 
two hours, Terry Smith had to be content 

1 second to Blaber by a whole second 


Collins trophy for Bury 


Lancashire AC marked the opening of their 
winter social season with the presentation of 
their newly introduced Peter Collins Trophy 
last Thursday. The popular winner, selected 
for his performances throughout the season 
at the Club's Longridge race meetings, was 
Modsports driver. John Bury. whose MG 
Midget, PUG 1, has been a familiar sight not 
only at race meetings, but also at sprints and 
hillclimbs. In making’ their choice, the com- 
mittee emphasised the importance of & 
sportsmanlike approach coupled with a degree 
of success commensurate with the machinery 
available. The trophy itself was presented to 
the club by Collins’ family and is the Daily 
Express Trophy won by the Ferrari driver at 
Silverstone in 1968, 
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MALAYA GARAGE (COWFOLD) 


sex Distributors for Jens 
We have for demonstr 
nsen-Healey mode 
MALAYA GARAGE (COWFOLD) 
Henfield Road, Cowfold, Sussex 
040 386 511 or 512 


WHITECROFT GARAGE LTD 


JENISEN-HEALE a 


JENSEN AND JENSEN-HEALEY DISTRIBUTORS 
FOR GLOUCESTERSHIRE & NORTH WILTSHIRE 


“Looking for a new or used Jensen?” 


As official Jensen distributors we are able LET US HELP You 


to provide our customers with first class 
personal attention. We can provide early 
delivery of Jensen-Healey, Jensen Inter- 
ceptor and SP and have a Jensen Interceptor 
available for demonstration, anywhere, any 
time. 


STROUD ROAD — NAILSWORTH — GLOS. 


TEL: NAILSWORTH 2139 and 2791 


JENSEN HOUSE (ST. ANNES) LTD. 


Jensen and Jensen Healey distributors _for 
Lancashire, Westmorland and Cumberland. Earliest 
delivery of all models. 


Contact us at: 


MOTORS LTD. 
BRAMALL LANE, 
SHEFFIELD, S2 4RB. 
Tel: Sheffield (0742) 24092. 


= 


St Andrews Road South, 
St Annes, Lancashire 
Tel: St Annes (0253) 727671 


48 AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 31, 1974 


Sports extra 
TRIAL 


Moffatt challenges Spencer 


Former champion Bill Moffatt drove his 
Ginetta to a comfortable class win but a 
somewhat narrower overall win, on index of 
performance, to maintain his challenge for 
BTRDA honours when Salisbury & Shaftes. 
bury smoothly ran their round of the series 
for a field of 57 at Mere Down, Mere, near 
Warminster, last Sunday. Beaten on only four 
sections, Moffatt had a total of 9 marks on 
the 36 sections and is now in second place 
in the championship. 

Current leader Geoff Spencer collected his 
11th class win with his Cooper; Peter Higgins, 
& Southerner, caused a stir with his high ditt 
Moxico, blowing off Mike Stephens very com 

jensively. Mike Harrison did. likewise to 
his old adversary Brian Betteridge in the 
sports section, and Nigel Roper dented Colin 
Valentine's championship hopes by beating 
him by eight marks in thelr Imp battle. 

By the elme the break was taken at one- 
third distance, Spencer's Cooper had edged 
Into a nine-mark lead In Class A and he 


steadily increased this to total 44 marks and 
take the class by 17 marks. Alan Terry and 
Graham Lindley shared a Cooper to be joint 
second at the interval on 20 marks, but Terry 
pipped Lindley in the afternoon’ by three 
marks while John Hodgson (Mini), fell back 
sharply for an 83-mark total and fourth. 

Peter Higgins quickly established his 
superiority among the 14 conventional saloon 
people. He had only eight marks on his car 
at the break, with Stephens and Charles 
Barter (Popular), on 19 and 20 marks. With 
Higgins disappearing rapidly into the distance 
and finishing with 23 marks (third lowest of 
the day), Stephens clawed his way to an 
eventual ‘second on 67 marks fram Martin 
Ellis (Popular), 68, and Barter on 69 marks. 


Mike Harrison scored his sixth class win 
of the season in impressive style. In his 
Midget he pulled out a 13-mark advantage in 
the first 12 sections and although Brian 
Betteridge (Sprite), managed to revive his 


pride a little towards the end, Harrison was 
& commanding first with 45 ‘marks against 
him, to the 89 marks of Betteridge. Eric 
Harris drove his Austin Seven into third on 
101 marks 

‘One slip put paid to Colin Valentine's 
chances in class four. He and Nigel Roper 
were separated by a single mark at the 
interval and they matched each other section 
for section thereafter, until Valentine  elid 
momentarily on a section which he eventually 
climbed, but the marshal had seen the 8 
marker’ move and that was that. Roper 
totalled 19 marks to the 27 marks of Valen- 
tine who finished only two better off than 
Bob Uren in his Imp Spore. 

The last class went to the Dellow of Ian 
Bolton. He was a comfortable nine marks 
ahead of Dave Carr (Imp), at the break but 
he slipped samewhat in the second period 
and finished only five up with Robert Carr, 
sharing the car with his father, taking third 
on 58 marks, 


TRIAL 


Chris Highwood chases Jackson home 


The Kentish Border Car Club ran the Ferr; 
court sporting trial on October 20, within 
xhaust soundings of Brands Hatch. The day 
jaw Gordon Jackson's Ford powered Ibex 
blow the other competitors off in the biggest 
way possible to win convincingly, 

The KB, dating back to 1934, is one of the 
longest standing operators of ‘the noble art 
Of tree bashing and all the other things that 
go to make trialling so sporting. This event 
was no exception and Stirling Moss paid his 
entry just to have an afternoon's gallop, 
his morning being spent getting back from 
the James Hunt sporting day. 

‘A good entry of over 30 took to the hills 
and their bee-like sounds filled the area as 
competitors tackled the hills in two groups. 
John Hopkins, the Estate Manager of the 
Super ground, was having 2 go in his well 
painted Cannon, but like many, needed a few 
more horses to gee him up. After the first 
round of eight hills, the Jackson wagon 
had carved out a lead with a score of 38, 
followed by Colin Taylor, 49, Chris Highwood 
52, Robin Wren 55 and Robert Lee going like 
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8 demon in his 750, notched a clever 59, 

The second round was a continuous affair 
over the same sections with a few minor 
adjustments, Peter and Dorothy Highwood 
had a rather steep down start to their hill, 
possibly giving them a few moments of excite 
ment in their retirement. Their son Christopher 
was having a good day and pulled up into 
second place with a 31, as Taylor went 
marker bashing. Gordon Jackson continued his 
winning way taking 27. Martin Wright on his 
second outing made some promising climbs, 
whilst another newcomer Curley Parkin tried 
a tree dead on—giving his car a face lift 
Colin Walker improved his lot with a 29. 

‘After lunch the eight hills were altered, 
and Gordon Jackson clinched the event with 
16, Chris Highwood on 24 made second spot 
followed by Colin Walker and Robin Wren. 
‘The 750 battle was easily won by Robert Lee. 

The 950 cup went to Alan Gisby winning 
from the determined John Peckham 


Griffiths takes Welsh 
series from Turpin 


The Trostre Motor Club Autocross the 
final round of the 1974 Welsh autocross 
championship, being the last of 13 eventa in 
the series. 


Competitors’ best seven scores in the quali. 
fying rounds were added to thelr double score 
at the Final to decide the class winners, Each 
class winner had a run-off at the end of the 
Final to find the overall winne 
regulted in Phillip Griffiths from 
ing a very narrow victory over Mike Turpin 
from Hereford. 

Griffiths’ 10.667 per cent of time improve 
ment over his class average was just 0.321 
per cent better than Turpin's. improvement. 
‘When the result came over the P/A there was 
a big cheer trom the George Warren can 
Phillip Griffiths recently purchased the ex- 
Merridale 1300 cc Escort from Warren and 
he is one of many young drivers who travel 
with George and spends a lot of time at 
Wembley Garage. Clive Trueman, who Is 
‘another driver fram the Warren camp, won 
the over 1300 co front-engine rwd class, to 
round off a very successful season for the 
Neath drivers, Jeff Hawkins won the up to 
966 ce, Mint cade. Clase winners in the cham: 
plonship included Hawkins, Gritiths, G. 
for, §. Williams, C. Trueman, B. Thomas and 
Turpin. 


TRIAL 


Halliday’s Goblet 


First run in 1904 when it was an event for 
motorcycles, the 1974 Golden Goblet produc 
tlon car trial, organised as a closed event by 
Coventry & Warwickshire MC, was won on 
October 20 by Brian, Halliday in his Imp. 

From a field of 60 competitors who tackled 
19 of the original 26 sections (the rest were 
abondoned due to the weather) he dropped 
85 marks in his 875 cc car to take the Golden 
Goblet _on Index of performance. Runner-up 
Tony Cooke, in his 998 Imp, had the day's 
lowest total and he collected the Silver 
Goblet. 


Sports extra 


‘as well ax he did last time. 


John Taylor will be in action again at Lydden over the weekend. Hopefully he will perform 


TRIAL 


Scott: furthest, cleanest 


‘An afternoon of sharp showers affected the 
Sporting CC of Norfolk's first Production Car 
trial of the winter season at Withersdale, 
Rear Harleston on Sunday and led to the 
number of tests being reduced from 12 to ten 
After many competitors became stuck on the 

fy ‘climbs. Overall honours were shared 
‘after the second runs with Bob Scott (Imp) 
‘and. Alan. Higgins (VW), both producing 
Scores of 25 but Scott’s zero on the second 
limb was enough to give him the award on 
‘farthest cleanest.” Being among the few cars 
to get_a “dry” run at the long first climb, 
Derek Brown (Clubman GT) and John Holder 
(Cooper) were the main two. in contention 
for the FWD class, with Holder, more usually 
seen in an Escort, taking the frst two hills 
fand then being overtaken by Brown who won 
by three points. Mick Allen impressed many 
with his third in class in his Mini, while 
another Escort driver, Keith Webb, came 
home in fifth spot. Still on the subject of 
familiar drivers in strange cars, the conven- 
tional saloon class award went to the usual 
FWD class winner, namely Ken Catchpole 
who this season drives an Escort Sport and 
who managed to keep his old rival Len Wills 
(Mexico) behind him throughout. 


Dave Lewis was the only non-rear-wheel- 
drive car to clean the second tricky, down 
‘and up test and assured himself of the sports 
car class cup in so doing. The RWD class was 
better supported than usual despite the over- 
all entry for the event being slightly down 
to around the 40 mark. At halfway Bob Scott 
led by a clear five marks but had the bottom 
hose go on the Imp on test 6 and afterwards 
took things steady. Higgins meanwhile was 
the only car to clean the ¢wisty run through 
the bushes on No 6, and levelled with the 
Imp by test 10. Terry Hird, also in a VW 
was also well up with only four more 
penalties 


gestae Teen Spars, SS" Obra Unars Cue talon: 
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RALLY 


Adams’ surprise 


‘The semi-expert crew of David Adams and 
Ralph Yellan took their Mexico to a surprise 
but deserved victory on last weekend's Torbay 
Rally down in the West Country, when they 
carried No 13 on their car. On an event 
which attracted a field of 45 crews, of which 
approximately half were out by the first 
petrol halt, they drove sensibly and steadily 
and came home over 5 m ahead of the field 


With dry weather at the start quickly 
changing to leafy lanes made worse by light 
Grizzie, the carnage among the top crews 
began early. Out for the first time this year, 
Tan Read and Neil Arnold rolled out of con: 
tention before the fourth control in their 
Firenza, to bring to an end an impressive 
run over the previous two years. Another 
early casualty among the experts were Barry 
Hooper/B. Cookson in an RS1700. 
Favourites Chris Lovell and Rod Palmer 
were steaming along nicely in their Avenger 
GT and hed pulled out a 4 m lead at the first 
refuelling point, only to come a real cropper 
very soon. afterwards which resulted in 
broken radiator which put them out. In th 
second half of the event there was oct a 
Single retirement and 24 crews successfully 
found their way round the remaining 24 TCs. 


Second overall, and again from the semi- 
experts, were Dennis Marchant and Charles 
Cornish (Mini), on 37 m 33 s, a placing which 
gave them the best Torbay MC members 
trophy, and third, the best of the experts, 
were Brian Lock and David Edwards in their 
Glubman ‘GT only 20 s down on Marchant/ 
Cornis! 


Completing the leaderboard were Ken Part- 
ridge/Dave Morey (Anglia). who took fourth 
spot on 41 m 46 $ in front of the best novice 
team of David Lowen/Geoff Sharpe in their 
Dalomite on 50 m 51 s. Sixth were Mike 
Smith and Peter Taylor (Escort TC) on 51 m 
20s. 


TRIAL 


MGs scrap at Dunley 


Lowest score of the day won the Trial Cup 
for best on index at last Sunday's MGCC 
(Midland Centre) production car trial at New- 
house Farm, Dunley, near Stourport. Lucky 
man was Phil Shaw who dropped only 14 
marks on the 38 sections to beat off a 
Challenge for overall honours from Malcolm 
Brown (Sprite), the sports class winner, and 
Tony Millward who took the rear-engined 
class in his Imp. 

‘Shaw had no opposition to speak of in his 
class, for Richard Green dropped 123 marks 
in his Escort to come second, In the Mint 
cl 
‘score of 41 marks to the 97 marks dropped 
by lan Spencer's Mini, Behind Brown in the 
sports car class was Martin Wyatt with his 
Morgan on 88 marks, and the second best 
rear-engined car was ‘Peter Willment in his 
Imp on 95 marks, but he took the novice 
prize. 

Best scrap was among the MG lads where 
Richard Beresford's MG J2 took the class and 
the Autumn Cup on 52 marks from Chris 
Ravenhall's TC model, who lost 72 marks. 


ree Ronin 
RALLY 


Daisy/Claydon drive on 


Mexicos took four of the first five places on 
last weekend's Moonraker Rally, run by the 
Boro 18 MC over a 155-mile route with a field 
of 72 competitors. Winners were A. Metham 
and Mick Town who dropped 160 marks and 
they headed Terry Lynch and Mick Silveyer 
by eight marks. Another Ford, an RS2000 was 
third’ in the hands of Peter Watson and 


G. Smith and they took the experts class 
I and 


award with 205 marks. Fourth over 
second in the experts class were G. Ja 
and R. Harris on 213 marks and the lea 
board was completed by D. Webb and P. 
Horsburgh with a total of 294 marks. 

Favourites Chris Daisy and Paul Claydon 
were heading for an easy win in thelr 
Avenger GT when they inexplicably drove 
‘straight past che 44th of the 47 passage and 
time controls without stopping. In the semi- 
experts class D. Usmar/A. Pescodd collected 
the honours in their Cooper on 340 marks, 
from L. Porter/S. Samson (Cooper) on 395 
marks, with Keith Landrube/D. Wilkins 
(Cooper), third on 415 marks. Best novices 
were B. Laver/J. Amis (Escort GT), on 451 
marks. Best Boro 18 members were Ron 
Dawson and Derek Gardner (Mini), on 2,130 
marks 


© Torrential rain just before lunch caused 
Trackrod MC to abandon their Shell League 
production car trial championship penultimate 
round at Thorpe Farm, Menston, ne Leeds, 
last Sunday. Having had to change their 
venue at the last minute, the club arrived last 
Sunday to find the course badly affected by 
overnight rain, but with 54 competitors the 
event got under way. However, with six of 
the 30° planned sections completed, the 
weather took over and made conditions im- 
possible. 


© Sixty & Worcester MC are running thi 
annual sports and racing car show at the 
Colmore depot, Worcester, on November 3 
and this year ‘the number of cars will top 
the 30 mark. Among the better-known entries 
will be the Led Zepplin McLaren M8D of 
John Harris, the STP McNamara, and the 
‘Sprint and hillclimb machinery of Bob Rose 
(McLaren) and Ken MacMaster (GRD). Several 
exotic past and current sports are included 
and the free show will include a film. 


AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 31, 1974 


Phone AUTOSPORT'S Classified Department 
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leave the rest to us it's that. simple. It 

however; you do have time to send in your 


AUTOSPORT 


CLASSIFIED 
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MERCEDES-BENZ 


MINI-COOPER 
ROLLING CMHAssiS. 


SULIT, LITRE CAPR, Alin 
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AUSTIN-HEALEY 
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oy 


CAR TRANSPORTATION 


Ho 


ranann cane | 
aes, v5 a emir BT te VAUXHALL 


VOLKSWAGEN 


Bra MEMEO, Taw, 


ten (4 REG). 


MAMOS (GREENFORD) 
LTD. 


WESTERN AVENUE. 
GREENFORD, MIDDX 


1971 911E PORSCHE 


Electric windows/roof, Konis. 37,000 
Polo red. Professionaliy fitted 


New Firenza high performance coupé 
(DROOP SNOOP) 


Ex-factory, immediate delivery, fitted sun- 
roof, stereo radio/tape. List price. Contact. 
Sales Mr M. Gates. 01-578 0231 


Very tow mileage. 5400 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 51-54 - Racing and Competition Cars 54-61 - Autosport Market Place 61-63 


A selection of NEW Reliants, MGs, Lotus 
‘and British Leyland Cars for immediate 
delivery and export, Piease telephone for 
details. 


NEW CARS AND EXPORT SALES 
‘01-639 3204 


USED CARS AND HEAD OFFICE 


01-639 3204/5/6 


"IS FOR SALE 


CRYMMYCH (STD 023-973) 397 
‘Fastest in the country (over 300 BHP.) 


LONDON SPORTS CAR CENTRE 


WOW OFFICIAL ALFA ROMEO AGENTS 


HIGH STREET, EDGWARE 


Tol : 01-952 6171 
Open 9:30 am. to 7 pm. 


HOOLEYS 


BELL & 
COLVILLLTD 


JENSEN 
sOMCoEP 


SHOWROOMS OPEH SEVEN DAYS A WEEK. 


East Horslieya114 


1973 (M) MGB GT V8 


Harvest gold, cloth trim, headrests, tinted 
windows, sunroof, radio, electric. aerial, 
Gin alloy wheels, 195/70 x 14, Kiebers, 
low mileage. 

HP or Part exchange 


DERBY ROAD 
NOTTINGHAM 


This could be your last chance 


to buy your new Mexico or RS2000 
at a huge saving off today's list price 


3 Stardust 52000 with biue decals 
¥ Daytons Yellow Mexico with black st 


HURRY THESE CARS GO QUICKLY 


Tel : Jeff Leadley Nottingham (0602) 46111 


MAPI | vino visTRIBUTORS FOR WARWICKSHIRE 


Wolter, 2205/8 


AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 31, 1974 


SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 51-54 


* Racing and Competition Cars 54-61 - Autosport Market Place 61-63 


ROBIN HAMILTON 


“Aston Martin Specialists” 


Offer from stock : 


1968 ASTON MARTIN DB6. An exception- 
ally nice example. Finished in silver grey 
metallic with navy blue trim. Standard 
utomatic transmission and power 
New chrome wire 
‘All usual extras includ- 
ing fog and sp 
Highly recommended at £2100 
1963 ASTON MARTIN DB4 VANTAGE. 
original example of this rare model 
jent condition. Finished in British 
gr champagne — tim. 
Extensive service history. £1456. 
1961 ASTON MARTIN DB4. Green with 
matching trim. Recent reconditioned 
engine. new ciutch, etc. Good chrome, 
good trim, poor body. £700. 
P Stock of spare: 


the factory, 


SERVICING @ SPARES @ REBUILD- 
ING @ RACE PREPARATION, etc. 
Tel: BURTON-ON: TRENT, (0283) 


GERRY MARSHALL 


Marshall Winglleld td, 886 Finchley Road. 
engon “NWT 
‘elt O1-460 4208, 


TRANSAM FIREBIRD 


455 HO, S/C, C/R, Muncie gearbox 
Newly rebuilt engine, Anson wheels, M 
registered, £2300 ono. 

Tol: 01-458 2843. 


PAUL WEBB 


FREE!! TOILET 
ROLL SUPPLIED 


RS3100 — FEB. 1974 


Yellow/black spoilers. Black interior 


ON THE BORDERS OF 
SGT picks AND BERKS 


LOTUS GINETTA © SCIMITAR 


WILL TAKE PART EXCHANGE 


OF LESS VALUE 


— £1,595 


Tol: Mr Stay, 01-521 2824 
Office hours 


Hendon Way Motors Ltd 
393-5 Hendon Wi 4 


OPEN waisorscan zen 


LONDON ROAD MOTORS 
OF PETERBOROUGH 


ALAN DOUBLE 
Peterborough (0733) 67177 
Atter hours Stamford 782516. 
Why not sell 
your sports car 
on this page. 
Tel: AUTOSPORT 
01-636 3600 


Offer 


CATERHAM CARS (LONDON) 


TEL: INGREBOURNE (STD 45) 42752/42099 LONDON AREA 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 51-54 - Racing and Competition Cars 54-61 - Autosport Market Place 61-63 


aa DON'T BE OFF THE ROAD WITH AN 


PAT 2 EUS ENEALEY, \ BE Goodrich AMERICAN CAR 
“ ie GET YOUR SPARES & TYRES FROM 


ID. B. MOTORS 


Tel: 0633 SMMS of coleman 


W. J. RILEY 


Sports and Thoroughbred Motor Cars Ltd. 


SELECTION of Mk Vi Bentleys 


COSWORTH FVA ENGINE. Hewiand gearbox, fuel injection, etc. offers around 


SLOAN MARSHALL ng Bho 
Mg “caraces tu nousnov 
LOTUS SERVICE AGENTS 1005 JENSEN CVB. Bive 


1997, 44 LITRE BENTLEY SPORTS SALOON. a) condition. Being 


SELECTION OF PARTLY USED RACING TYRES 


Main Agents Bosch Fust ni tation Garage. Tenbury Wella, Worcestershire 


on, 5 
Tots 0508 Oi 


RICKMANSWORTH SPORTS CARS 1971 SUNBEAM RAPIER 


JAGUAR E-TYPE V12 1973 Aaa 


White. Stereo/radio. Recorded 16,000 

miles. 1 owner. £2498. 
HP or Part exchange possible 

Works : 01-876 9131 Tol: Rickmansworth (STD 87) 75369 
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FORMULA 3 
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enn yoLosn 


AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 31, 1974 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 51-54 - Racing and Competition Cars 54-61 - Autosport Market Place 61-63 
7 > = : Peter Hanson's Group 1 
be ae «© Commodore 
228 complete and ready for next year's 
embourg = Saloon Car Championship. With or without 


spares available. £6,000. 


‘Special Opel Manta 
Black/yellow. Reg March, 1974. Fitted 145 bhp 
Steinmetz engine. 8in alloy wheels, CN36 Pirellis. 
Radio, big wings. Very attractive car. Recaro seats. 
Sport SW £3,200 


Oya 


ay 


4 


Very Spacial 3.4 litre Jumbo Opel Commodore 
BMw 2800 Automatic. Radio, Renol alloy wheels, triple carburet- 
Automatic in Chamonix White. K ‘Reg. Electric sun tors, Recaro seats, Sport steering wheel £5,000 


roof. Blaupunkt self seeking radio with automatic x Tour, of Britaks \Qrctip I Conensdone: ideal for oant 
€3, 


aerial. Reel belts, fog lamps, alloy wheels with new 


CN 36 tyres. Spare set of winter part studded tyres year's racing season .. £3,800 
on wheels. Spare brake pads, struts, shock absorbers, Group NW Opel Ascona, ex Kullang, Fall, Ros 
4 i Smith. Available after RAC Rally £2,250 


Ex-Works white Peugeot 504 injection 

2nd overall Morocco Rally. LHD. Very good Datsun Cherry 100A 

mechanically. Ideal as service car £600 2 door de luxe in red. 12,500 miles only. One lady 
‘owner, first reg August, 1972 £775 


Telephone Tony Fall 0274 592003 
TONY FALL AUTOMOTIVE 
Airedale Buildings, Main Street, 


TONY FALL AUTOMOTIVE Tongpark, Baildon, Shipley, Yorks. 


THE 1974 BRITISH SU 


IPERVEE CHAMPIONS CAR 
i. FOR SALE 


CHRIS BARNETTS ROYALE RP18A 


~ This car has EVERYTHING, special Polychromatic maroon body, steel braded 
brake and oil hoses, Graviner, Minilites, etc, and its true condition must be seen 
to be appreciated. 


@ Available either in rolling chassis form with Hewland box for £2300 or complete. 
PHONE BEDFORD 67583 or COLNWORTH 509 


H. G. BLOCK & SON LTD. 
Offer for sale 


ven 


BRABHAM 
BT 36 


Race Engine Services BDA rebuilt August 1974. FT200 rebuilt 
1974 (bills available). Results include 4 wins, 2 seconds. 1 
third and 2 fastest laps. Slicks, wets on new wheels. Offers, 
might split 


with and sp. 


le front struts complete with springs, mounts 


‘with LSD springs, ete. Must cl 


Phitip Barak. 
12 St Martins Close, Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear NE26 3JW 
Tel: Whitley Bay 27798 


to make room for 


Ofers 10: Project—Tel : Newcastle 33178. George Hamlyn before 6 pm 
‘Se Newcastle 883067 after © om 
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FORD ESCORT SPECIAL SALOON 


Choice of two Ex Alan Mann, Frank Gardner or 

immaculate John Pope car can be sold as rolling 

chassis or with 170 bhp twin cam. Part exchange 

welcome. Telephone for details. These cars are for 
sale again due to default of purchase. 


GEOFF ROBINSON TEL : 01-888 5165 


Brian Butler offers for sale 


PORSCHE CARRERA 
LIGHTWEIGHT 


Further technical detail from 
x aimee, Tat 01-979 7284. 
NCE | £7800. 


ROYALE RP16A FORMULA FORDS 


ROYALE RPI6A. Very latest, short wheelbose car, which has 
Bompeied in only 8 handiul of races and since been, completely 
Rocked over by our workshops, Available to full roling chassis 
Spec. Complete’ with exhaust. belts, rear deck lid, ete. Colour 
orange e925 
ROYALE RPIGA. ne oniy brand new cor avaliable in com 
ssi "spec, Complete. with exhaust 
‘engine rote ‘end Tull assembly instructions 
blu 1050 
above ‘iist be acid wt these special end of season 
proces, which represent excellent value for money 
ROYALE RACING LTD. 
Little Stoughton Airfield, Ne Bedtord 
Tel” Colmworth 509 


FORMULA 1 BRABHAM 


BT 37, ex works No 2 car 
as driven by Carlos 
Reutemrann in 1972 and 73 
This pristine car has been 
immaculately finished to show- 
room condition, and is in 
original F1 specification, includ- 
ing full race cams, deformable 
structure, and an updated to 
Series Il DFV engine. 
An extensive range of spares include gear ratios. crown wheel 
and pinions for recently rebuilt Hewiand FL 400 gearbox. 3 
full sets of wheels with Goodyear sticks, intermediates and 
wets. Spare nose end body section, wings, fins, radiators, oil 
ick, stub axles, rear uprights. top and bottom 
us rods, top links, ‘wishbones and full 
Suspension spares including hard and soft springs. Also new 
Don Parker, 4 wheel, 2 ton trailer. complete with tyre and 
wheel rack. 
The above car. spares and trailer are offered for sale ot o 
realistic price of £6500 ono, 


Geoffrey G. Rollason, 
Upper Shelderton House, Clungunford, Nr Craven Arms, Salop 
Tel: Leintwardine 254 


fet superd car for hillelimbs, spr 
mvvy. tourestud main bearings. 


ELDEN INTERNATIONAL RACING LTD. 


Offer for sale the Elden Mk 30 Formule Ford cars of TIFF NEEDELL, 
‘Tika"ORISE, FRANK BRADLEY 


These cars are 


CHASSIS from £1200 
GEARBOXES trom £225 
ENGINES from £300 


ELDEN INTERNATIONAL LTD 


‘Tower Garage, Wrotham Hill, Wrotham, Kent 
‘Tal : Faiesent 023164/5 


Sell your spares 
and accessories in 


AUTOSPORT Market Place 


Tel: 01-636 3600 = 


ns NH 


ova 
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J. B. RACING 


Lotus’ 69 F2 car. Ideal Atlantic or libre car, complete 

with Atlantic engine and set of spare wheels with wets. 

£2150. Some spares available, including suspension 

Parts, uprights, wishbones, etc. Also available with 

2 litre engine rebuilt £2550 or rolling chassis, complete 
with gearbox and spares £1196, 


Ring (08944) 21148 or 20976 evenings. 


MARK 
COLE 


Sis. 
Com 
ond 


‘Tel : MeKinstry 01-629 9000 day or 01-485 1128 evenings or 
(s Fox 01-654 0121 


the best handling Super Saloon in the country The su: 
pr Wwe" Molds tap rece rinton (i min 248 sece ast 


S008 bashing 


JOE SIMONS RACING 
OFFER FOR SALE 


Nick von Pressen's very successful F3 March 733 
with new 2 litre Neill Brown engine and many spares. 


£3000 ono 


Tel: 01-940 0754 


LOTUS 30 


Completely rebuilt and restored to orig 


VAN DIEMEN RF74 


Ultra competitive, new Scholar engine, and a 
load of spares, this car has been meticulously 
maintained and is absolutely as new. 
completely sorted, and ready to race, any 
reasonable offer accepted. 


Tel: Perth 28211 


THE DAF V8 


iene” Maury 


Drive it in the Wella Super Saloon race at Thruxton on November 16th and win £180. Part sponsorship for purchaser for 1975. 


For further details or track test, contact : 


COLIN FOLWELL CORBEAU EQUIPE 


Hastings 
Phone : Hastings 426360 (works) 
Pett 3572 (home) 
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TONY HAZELWOOD 
412 London Road, High Wycombe, Bucks 
Phone : High Wycombe 38910 (works) 
Holmer Green 3126 (Bucks) (home) 


iy Built for Lols, with ~ drive-on ~ tailgate, electric 


57 


BOB RIDYARD’S 
CAMARO 


Undoubtedly \.he fastest g-oup one on the club scene (ask 
Brian Pepper!) 


£4,000 ono—ready to win 
Tel: Thetford 810750. 


FORMULA 3 ROYALE RP 11A 


ANY PRICE CONSIDERED 
BEST OFFER SECURES 


First-class condition, complete and ready to race, with 
Vegantune and a set of wet and dry wheels. 


‘Simon Sherman, 01-629 7341 (office hours) 


Tel: 


The Chequered Flag 
Brabham BT42/2 


The ex-Watson/Ashley Brabham BT42/2 is for sale 

with or without engine together with a comprehensive 

list of spares. This F1 car would also make a very 

competitive V6 F5000/hillclimbs, libre/or sprint car. 

The engine is DFV 066 ex-Tyrrell recently returned 
from a Cosworth rebuild. 

Enquiries 01-995 0022 


1959 LISTER JAGUAR 


Costin body. BAG. Full race 38 “D” type dry sump 
Very original. First class condition. Ideal for 
or JCB racing. 
: 01-499 7133 (day), 01-624 3927 (evenings 
‘and weekends). 
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Ex Scheckter 
‘Mo ESRI, brand new with DG 


Two-wnesler trailer, heavy duty Waller. Covered 


ECURIE SANTOS RACING 


4/5 Thane Works, Thane Villas, London N17 


evenings Watford 30726 


je, both fully prepared and es raced most 
ity by Richard Cloyd 

5260 

i760 


(nivE Li, 
‘vel’ or-b7a seea.” 


MARCH 738 FA 
-r'200,.1 race only, 74 racing 
soe B43 slicks, ‘096’ wets, on rime, " 


FORD TRANSIT TRANSPORTER 


20.cwt, Luton body, recent new engine complete with winch and cupboards, 
Bd" “ 


Immaculate cond noe wie base 
Ingygewite condition, complete 


Tel : (Day) Bournemouth 38311 or 34009 
(Evening) Femdown 4635 
ROY BAKER 


iit 6 meetings.» 
few, heed, Mocks 


ion, ZF 


. Nigh Sato, atearin 
Tinted . Ss 
ite 


ot ventilated. discs 10 x 52 
‘dis. Very 


Rolling chassis with BRM_ gearbox. Excellent | 
conditions, possibility of a BRM V12 engine. For full 
details phone Tisbury 332. 
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END OF 
SEASON SALE 


March Engineering have for sale the following 1974 works cars and engines, all have been 
maintained and updated to the latest specification, and are offered rebuilt and race prepared. 


Two F1-741 (Ex Stuck/Brambilla) £6,000 each 
Six Cosworth D.F.V. Engines from £4,000 each 


Four F2-742 (Ex Stuck/Depailler/Coulon) from £4,000 each 
Three BMW F2 Engines from £3,300 each 


Two F3-743 (Ex Henton/Chateaubriand) from £2,750 each 


One 74S 2 litre Sports Car (Ex Ragnotti) £4,500 
Two Cosworth B.D.G. Engines from £2,000 each 
Prices do not include VAT (where applicable) 


Contact Sandro Angeleri 
Bicester 3993 or telex 83553 


GRAHAM GOODE 


offers for sale 


CAR 1. As raced by Holeman Blackburn in the Castrol series, 
this car has finished every round entered. "Racing Services 
engine, *blue printed gearbox, *ZF diff, FIA foam filled tank 
Aeroquip lines, Bendix petrol pumps. Every known legal tweak 
*Overhauled before last race 


CAR 2. Raced by Holeman Blackburn/Mike Crabtree at Spa 
24 Hours and Mike Crabtree/Franz Lubien in Silverstone TT 
Car new in June ‘74. *Racing Services engine, “blue printed 
gearbox, *ZF dif, special steal petro! tank. to comply with 
jpa_ (formula) and RAC rules. Available with front spoiler 
or as Castrol car. 


"New June ‘74. 


Both cars immaculate throughout 


One of the most immaculate and competitive 1000 cc saloon 


ars in the country. Full specification ‘on request, Gest offer 
Contact Holeman Blackburn at over £1000. Overall winner of the Forward Trust Championship. 


Tel: Leicester 57504 
Wormley (Surrey) 2263 or 2270 Woul kind person who lent us the Varley battery at Thruxton. 


‘On'the 2710036 please contact we ae we would ike to retere his Datery 
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EX GROUP 2 
CHEVROLET CAMARO 


This car has run in 17 of the 18 Rothmans rounds esming over 

£3400 in expenses and prize money. So why not race a REAL 

racing car and earn decent money. or go Sprinting or Hi 
d the Course record ot the 19% 


mprising well maintained chai 
two races since rebuild, wets, 


of this marque. 
£7500 ono. Might split 
Tel: Birdham, Sussex (0243) 512436 
On or after the 28th November 


In process of being converted into Super 
Saloon. This car has done Silverstone GP 
Circuit 1-33.9, Brands Hatch GP circuit 1-40.8, 


so what time with weight taken off as a 
Super Saloon? 


DODGE SUPERIOR 2200 MOTORHOME 


VIP interior finish including roof air conditioning, auto air con- 
ditioning, 7 cu ft fridge, deep freeze, central heating, Calorgas 
tank, 30 gallon water tank, waste holding tank, hot and cold 
water, flushing toilet, shower, 4-burner cooker and oven with 
extractor fan. Full tinted glass, full fly shields, tow ber. Sleeps 
6 in comfort. 5000 watt Oman generator, 110V and 240V mains 
connection and many other numerous extras. Low mileage 
£8750 ono. 


Hire purchase, road or race car taken in part 
exchange. 


Contact 
Gerry Marshall, Marshall Wingfield Ltd, 
856 Finchley Road, NW11. 01-458 4204 
or Martin Thomas, Biggleswade 313082. 


PART EX ROAD CAR 


CUSTOM MADE HARRY STILLER F5000 


B24 F5000. Chevron B24 F5000. The car Alan Jones 
drove on Sunday to a certain Sth place if the ignition 
lead hadn't fallen off. Ask Jones, he says the ¢ar is 
capable of 1.24. 


1 CHEVRON B25/B27 


complete with 1930 ce BDE engine (270 bhp) and FT200 box. 
4 rear wheels/tyres, 2 front whovls/tyres, spare B25 body, 
‘gear ratios and other spares. Now being modified for 
1m, with brand new alloy engine, and FG400 box 
£4950 the lot. Part exchange road car due to complete change 
of plans. 


B24, rebuilt Morand injected engine, DG300, new 

Firestone slicks, brand new Goodyear wets, com- 

pletely rebuilt. It looks like new. Spares and spare 
gears. £6000. 


Part exchange road car or racing car. 


‘Shardiow 
Tel: Sheffield 661779 day time Baslow 2353 evening 


If you are a rally specialist or 


Also 


CHEVRON B23 SPORTS CAR 


B23 FT200, BDG 1995 cc. Just rebuilt, brand new 
body, new slicks and brand new wets, spares and 
gears. £3000. 

Part exchange road car or racing car. 

Tel: 01-459 6534. 
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have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 
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BALANCING GEARBOXES 


HEWLAND 
GEARBOXES 


REBUILOS—REPAIRS—NEW AND 8/H SPARES 
°F on 


CARBURETTERS 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
300/2 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON NW2 2HP. 


DYNAMOMETERS, 


YOUR NORTHERN AND MIDLANDS 
HEWLAND AGENTS 


Gearboxes, Spares and Repairs. 
For prompt and efficient service 
telephone: 0332 40606. 

Overseas orders welcomed and promptly 
executed. 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


MANCHESTER STREET, DERBY. 
A member of the Alan Smith Group. 


INSURANCE 


SPORTS CAR INSURANCE 
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RALLYCROSS 


LIGHTING EQUIPMENT 


PREMISES TO LET 


MISCELLANEOU: 


RACEWEAR 


FPT and NOMEX 
BELL STAR and MAGNUM HELMETS 
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SAFETY GLASS TRAILERS 


RACE WHERE ? 


TRAILERS 


ROLLING ROAD m0, wen Sh 
——— ooo, 


SPHERICAL BEARINGS 


Why not sell 
through Autosport 


STEERING WHEELS 


Market Place? 


For further details 


For all wheel problems contact: 


ring MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO 


01-636 3600 
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AEROQUIP 


END OF SEASON TYRE BARGAINS Z BO scaiteciend ets sce 


Super Sport GP. Set of § oe fi for 
‘Bio esen. 3S om 3 BM Raco—Rally—Autocross etc 


<4 SAVAGE S500 
Ute sed. ah nat) Wheel Styling At 
MATHWALL ENGINEERING se 


Specialised Automotive Engineers 
SILVERMERE ESTATE, BYFLEET ROAD, 
COBHAM, SURREY 
TELEPHONE: COBHAM 4264 


TRANSPORTER 


BEDFORD TK — Reg '72 


New diana! engine, renprayed. in range fuel tanks, tully 


Now car complete with 1600 cs Vegantune F.3 suspension and many 


; COOPER FORMULA 2 


Includes : Honda ‘guns, Retium 


Offers to: 01-930 9546 (Day) 


nearer 4.6.8. Championship next year 7 
a hon 


BRUCE McLAREN MOTOR RACING PETER BLOORE RACING 
STATION ROAD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
require WALLINGFORD. TL: (O43) 22 


DETAIL DRAUGHTSMAN 


Excellent salary, conditions and prospects. 


Apply to: G. L. Coppuck, 
Bruce McLaren Motor Racing Ltd. 
17 David Road, Colnbrook. Slough SL3 ODE 
Tel : Colnbrook 2291 or Camberley 21978, evenings 


ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMENT 
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eas ose 
For further detail: 
V.W. DERRINGTON LTD nnsct retainers 
of advertisements on these 


FOR ALL 


WEBER CARBURETTERS Pages Fors HH 


SALES AND SPARES : 
shrumpeta.. Ai Clear ring 01-636 3600 CENTRE 
Kingston ‘new telepnone umber 
ent ext 49 IVER 652170 (STD 0753) 
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COMP. SHOCK ABSORBERS 
AT LOW, LOW PRICES 


MOTORTUNE 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR 


KONI SHOCK ABSORBERS 


Trade and retail enquiries welcome. 


250 Brompton Road, SW3. 
01-581 1234 


RED TRIANGLE 
AUTO SERVICES LTD. 


Common Lane, Kenilworth 
Warwickshire 
Tel: Kenilworth 57303 


Koni distributors in the Coventry 
and South Warwickshire district 


Sole suppliers of Alvis car spares 


KONI, ARMSTRONG, SPAX, 
WOODHEAD, MONROE 
RECONDITIONED UNITS 


BUCK & BROMLEY 
(1970) LTD., 


12 Wendell Road (Aokaw Road) 
Shep! shri, Bush 
London W12 
Tel: 01- 743 4366/7 


L 


Classified Advertisement Form 


~___| (make of car, ete.) 
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| é B= i = the Prize -winners 


Cibie are specialists. They make only one product—a range of motor lighting that has set new 
safety standards, They cost the little more that you would expect to pay for better technical 
design and top performance. They give you an easier, safer drive—and go on giving! Small 
wonder manufacturers and the rally and racing champions rely on Cibié. 


ALL CAR EQUIPE 


(Opposite Brands Hatch Main gate) 
Main Road, W. Kingsdown, Sevenoaks 
Kent 
CIBIE AGENTS IN KENT 


Also stockists of :- 


Ford, A.V.O., Corbeau Seats, Roll Cages, 
Race wear, etc, etc 


Tel: W. Kingsdown (047-485) 2271/3258 


SPORTSTUNE (Accessories) 


10 BRANDON TERRACE, EDINBURGH 
Tel: 031 556 3507 


We are also Scottish Distributors for 


ALEYBARS, KONI, SPEREX, MOTO LITA 
SPEEDWELL, JANSPEED, CORBEAU & RESTALL 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


yA 


ACCESSORIES 


9 CARLTON PARADE, 
ORPINGTON, KENT 
Tel 6624035 


149 CROYDON ROAD. 
BECKENHAM, KENT 
Tel: 01-650-1941 


FOR CIBIE IN SOUTHERN IRELAND 


P. R. REILLY LIMITED 


(Motor Factors Division) 


221/239 HOWTH ROAD, 
KILLESTER, 
DUBLIN 5 


Tel: (0001) Dublin 336924 
Telex: 5590 


TON TYRES LTD. 


Main Distributor for Cibie Lighting 
IN KENT 


TON TYRES 
50 QUARRY HILL, 
TONBRIDGE, 
KENT 


Tel: 073-22-63333 


HOCKEYS GARAGE LTD. 
FORE STREET, 
CHARD, 
SOMERSET 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR SOMERSET 


Even the world’s fastest and 
most exciting cars perform 
better on Michelin XWX steel 
braced radials. These broad, 
low profile VR rated tyres give 
leech-like roadholding, wet or 
dry, even at the very upper limits 
ofa car's speed capability. Isn't 
thata comforting thoughtas 
you put your foot down? 


